
0 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    

         

        May 2020 

2019 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://spitalfieldslife.com/2015/05/25/three-more-ancient-mulberry-trees/&psig=AOvVaw0n3GlJ8XF8S3nR36eCIPyJ&ust=1585304729500000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC9j-3wt-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBD


1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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by the 
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incorporating the   
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ANNUAL LOCAL AUTHORITY ROAD MAINTENANCE SURVEY 
 

Each year the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) commissions an independent survey of local authority 

highway departments in England and Wales. The aim of the survey is to take a snapshot of the 

general condition of the local road network, based on information provided directly by those 

responsible for its maintenance. 
 

The data received from local authorities provides a 

means of tracking any improvement or deterioration 

and the qualitative feedback received from them 

provides context. Questions in the survey relate 

predominantly to the maintenance of the 

carriageway itself – the road surface and structure – 

and only that part of the total highway maintenance 

budget which specifically addresses the condition of 

the carriageway. The total highway maintenance 

budget covers other significant areas of expenditure – 

including structural work to bridges, street lighting, 

and cyclical maintenance for example grass-cutting, 

checking traffic signals and the replacement of street 

furniture – which are excluded from this report.  
 

ALARM 2020 is the 25th annual survey and 67% of 

authorities responsible for local roads in England and 

Wales responded. This report summarises the key 

findings. The survey and data collation was carried 

out between December 2019 and February 2020. 

Unless otherwise stated, the findings are based on 

the financial year 2019/20, ending 31sy March 2020. 

Where these are unavailable, figures for the calendar year 2019 were requested. 
 

There are four authorities in England, and one in London which have Private Finance Initiative (PFI) 

contracts in place to fund and manage their highway maintenance programmes over a 25-year 

period. These are not included in the survey. 
 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest- 

uploads/  after which is can be located at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

INTELLIGENT INSTRUCTOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This popular award winning A5 monthly magazine aimed at the driver training and road safety 

community is usually published in hard copy each month but due to the current production 

difficulties in the present climate the latest issue has been placed on line and is worth a look  

https://www.intelligentinstructor.co.uk/digitalmagazine/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES ARE COMING 

Rod Came looks at the growing evolution and issues of driving Electric Vehicles  

 

Electric vehicles are the future there is no doubt about that.  Currently the 

government are proposing that no new petrol/diesels cars will be available to buy 

from 2035.       (Rod Came pictured right) 

 

The current CVID-19 epidemic may hasten that situation because many observations have concluded 

that air quality both nationally and world-wide has dramatically improved, probably due to the 

rapid reduction in road traffic, albeit there are still vehicles moving, trucks and buses are still 

being used to transport people and goods but the reduction in private transport has been colossal, 

hence the fall in pollution. 

 

Let's move forward 30 years when the 

majority of vehicles of all shapes and sizes on 

the roads of this country could be powered by 

electricity, whether that be by battery power 

or hydrogen.  

 

Hydrogen power for road vehicles is in its' 

infancy but could expand in the future, 

currently battery power is at the forefront 

and that brings with it several issues that 

have to be dealt with sooner rather than 

later. 

 

First batteries are heavy, they will get lighter 

in the future but probably not by a great 

deal, they also take up a lot of space within a 

vehicle thus reducing passenger 

accommodation or load capability. 

 

Drivers who passed their car driving test from 

1st January 1997 have a category B licence 

which initially restricts them to 8 passengers 

or 3.5 tonnes.  This allows small businesses to 

operate vans with a reasonable payload 

within the gross weight limit.  But electric 

vans have large, heavy batteries which 

reduce the load capability.   

 

As a consequence the weight limit for a 

category B driver of an electric van has been 

increased to 4.25 tonnes to allow the same 

load to be carried, to drive an electric van 

over that weight falls within category C. 

 

Another problem with electric vehicles at 

present is that very few are capable of 

towing and if they are, the trailer gross 

weight is minimal. 

 

Many people tow a trailer whether for 

business or pleasure - from builders to 

caravaners, horse riders to sailors and they 

will still want to do so.  But a heavier towing 

vehicle plus a trailer over 750kgs may well 

exceed the licence category weight limit of 

the driver. 

 

Electric vehicles will become more popular 

either by a desire for cleaner air, or coercion 

from government by way of tax adjustments. 

 

However there is an elephant in the room.  As of now, 2020, anybody under 40 years of age has the 

3.5 tonne restriction on their driving licence (4.25 tonnes for an alternatively fuelled vehicle).  

Come 2035 that age will rise to 55 years unless there is a change in legislation, if there is not there 

will be many drivers who will need compulsory training to graduate to a heavier driving licence 

category.  

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CHARGES SUSPENDED 

 

All road charging schemes in London have been temporarily suspended – a move designed to help 

critical workers travel with ease at this time. The suspension came into effect on 23rd March and 

will run until further notice which means there is currently no Congestion Charge or Ultra-Low 

Emission charge. However watch carefully for its re-introduction and don’t get caught out as 

excuses will not be a valid attempt to not pay when things get back to some resemblance of order. 

 

The move also aims to support the supply chain, helping to keep supermarkets fully stocked. 

 

Sadiq Khan, mayor of London, said:  

 

“This is not an invitation to take to your cars. To save lives we need the roads clear for 

doctors, nurses and other critical workers.” 
 

In addition to free access, docking stations near hospitals are being prioritised to ensure there is a 

regular supply of bikes for medical staff to use. 

 

MOT EXTENTION 

 

The Government has stressed the importance of keeping vehicles in a roadworthy condition, after 

granting owners a six-month exemption from MOT testing. The temporary exemption came into 

effect on 30th March and applies to cars, vans and motorcycles. The DfT stresses that despite the 

exemption vehicles must be kept in a roadworthy condition and garages will remain open for 

essential repair work. 
 

It warns that drivers can still be prosecuted if found to be driving unsafe vehicles. 

 

SAFER PEOPLE VEHICLES ROADS 2020 

Safer People Vehicles Roads 2020 is a series of conference/training style events which take place 

throughout the UK on a regular basis and provide a high value low cost 

opportunity for all those involved in the practice and promotion of road safety 

whether from the Statutory, Non Statutory, Voluntary or Business Sector. All 

the events are tailor made to deliver any CPD requirements and as such they 

are accredited in particular by SoRSA. Each event has a different programme 

although some of the speaker may appear more than once but not necessarily 

presenting the same topic. The organisers are confident that you will not find 

an event at such an affordable cost elsewhere made possible through the 

generosity of the speakers and the organisations they represent along with 

those who provide some financial assistance in terms of sponsorship. 

Bookings are now being taken for: 

Monday 28th September 2020 at The Guildhall, HULL 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2020/ 

 
 

 

 

 

With regret the following have been POSTPONED 

Monday 20th April 2020 at The Colessio Hotel. STIRLING  

Monday 18th May at The Langstone Quays Hotel, Hayling Island  

Monday 15th June 2020 at Kenwood Hall Hotel & Spa, Sheffield  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CAR USAGE SURVEY DURING CV19 

 

The Government has made it clear that the only reasons you should be using your car currently is 

for essential reasons such as shopping for basic necessities which should be restricted to trips to the 

supermarket or food stores; trips to pharmacies for any medical need; to provide care or to help a 

vulnerable person; and travelling for work purposes, where this cannot be done from home. 

 

According to research from the RAC a third of 

drivers say having access to a car is more 

important than ever following the coronavirus 

outbreak, and one-in-10 have stopped driving 

completely since lockdown started.  

However the overall figures underline the 

increasing reliance drivers have on their cars 

to help complete essential journeys, with 

three-quarters (75%) saying they use the car 

for permitted food shopping, 28% saying they 

use it to get to pharmacies, and a fifth (18%) 

needing the car to provide care or help to a 

vulnerable person. A fifth (20%) also say they 

use the car to get to work as they cannot 

work from home.   

The research also suggests that nearly one-in-

10 drivers appear to be continuing to use 

their cars for trips that might not be classed 

as ‘essential’. Five per cent say they drive a 

short distance so they can get some exercise, 

and 4% go for a drive to give their cars a run.  

These types of journeys carry the risks of 

road traffic collisions at a time when the 

emergency services are under enormous 

pressure and of unnecessary breakdowns.  

 

While nine per cent of drivers say they still 

need their car most days, the majority say 

they are now using their cars once a week or 

less (60%) for essential trips – which is 

probably an indication more of us are now 

reverting to a weekly or fortnightly ‘big’ shop 

for groceries to minimise the time we’re 

spending outside the home. The research also 

showed that the vast majority of drivers (97%) 

heeded the Government’s ‘stay at home’ 

instruction over the Easter weekend. Two per 

cent of drivers reported they had used a car 

to drive to an open space for exercise, while 

1% chose to see friends or family – a small but 

worrying proportion given the importance of 

everyone staying at home. 

 

How people are using their cars during lockdown 

 

 

Breakdowns attended by RAC patrols were also down sharply over Easter compared to last year 

However, there was an unexpected spike in breakdowns on Tuesday – presumably as some drivers 

started their cars for the first time in weeks. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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CV19 ACTIONS TO REDUCE CRASHES AND COLLISIONS 

Isle of Man 
 

A temporary 40mph national speed limit has been introduced on the Isle of Man in a bid to improve 

road safety during the coronavirus outbreak. The speed limit came 

into effect on 27th March is designed to lower the number of traffic 

collisions – leading to fewer hospital beds being occupied. 

Authorities on the Isle of Man are asking drivers to be responsible ‘for 

the good of the community during this difficult and unprecedented 

time’. They hope the move will enable the Island’s health service to 

deal with the expected spike in the number of people needing 

hospital treatment in the coming week and months. Drivers are also 

being reminded to observe 30mph and 20mph limits as they are 

currently required to do. 
 

Medics call for emergency 20mph limits 
 

Medics are calling for the Government to ‘urgently explore’ the introduction 

of an emergency 50mph national speed limit – as well as reducing limits to 

20mph in urban areas. In a British Medical Journal blog, published on 24th 

March it points to evidence from around the world which shows lowering 

speed limits can lead to ‘major reductions in injuries’. The call is supported 

by the campaign group 20’s Plenty for Us which says every road death is an 

unnecessary drain on emergency services and the NHS. 

 

In Canada lowering the speed limit from 40km/h to 30km/h was associated 

with a 28% decrease in pedestrian-motor vehicle collisions and a 67% 

decrease in major and fatal injuries. 
 

Drivers urged to ‘Take Extra Care’ 

 

A campaign has been launched encouraging all road users 

to do their bit to reduce the strain on the emergency 

services, by taking extra care if they must make an 

essential journey. The Road Safety GB campaign backed 

by a number of stakeholders and the Met Police stress to 

all road users the importance of reducing the number of 

collisions in order to help ease the strain on the NHS. 

 

Unnecessary journey ends in disaster 

 

A group of friends were criticised by police for making an 

‘avoidable journey’ after they survived a nasty car crash. 

Disturbing pictures show the extent of the crash which was 

caused by a giant bug flying in and distracting the driver, 

officers in Berkshire said. The Vauxhall Corsa was left badly 

damaged with the front end completely smashed in and side 

and rear damage. Thames Valley Police’s road unit tweeted to 

say the three friends were travelling ‘ten miles from their 

home’ to walk their dog. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DECARBONISING TRANSPORT 

 

The Government has outlined its vision for a future where public 

transport and active travel will be the ‘natural first choice’ for 

daily activities. 

 

Launching the document into decarbonising transport the DfT 

explains the importance of a shift in emphasis – away from driving 

– in order to reduce transport emissions. The consultation also 

sets out plans to ensure all road vehicles are zero emission – 

including motorcycles and HGVs and gives its backing to 

technological advances, including new modes of transport and 

mobility innovation.  
 

 In the coming months they intend to 

develop the plan with a vision for 

how a net zero transport system will 

benefit us all along the lines of: 

 

 Public transport and active travel will 

be the natural first choice for our 

daily activities. We will use our cars 

less and be able to rely on a 

convenient, cost-effective and 

coherent public transport network. 

 

 From motorcycles to HGVs, all road 

vehicles will be zero emission. 

Technological advances, including 

new modes of transport and mobility 

innovation, will change the way 

vehicles are used. 

 

 Our goods will be delivered through 

an integrated, efficient and 

sustainable delivery system. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Clean, place-based solutions will 

meet the needs of local people. 

Changes and leadership at a local 

level will make an important 

contribution to reducing national GHG 

emissions. 

 

 The UK will be an internationally 

recognised leader in environmentally 

sustainable, low-carbon technology 

and innovation in transport. 

 

 We will lead the development of 

sustainable biofuels, hybrid and 

electric aircraft to lessen and remove 

the impact of aviation on the 

environment and by 2050, zero 

emission ships will be commonplace 

globally.

The document is set out to marks the beginning of a conversation to develop the policies needed to 

decarbonise transport. 

 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

AA SUPPORT HEALTH WORKERS 

 

Anyone with an NHS ID becomes eligible for free recovery when travelling to and from work – as 

well as if they break down at home – regardless of whether they are an AA member or not. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SPEED WORKSHOPS ON LINE 

 

Following the suspension of NDORS classroom-based 

courses an online version of the National Speed 

Awareness Course is being trialled which many hope 

will only be a short term necessity rather than 

becoming the norm when things return to normal.  

 

The move is part of the organisation’s response to the 

unprecedented challenges being caused by the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 

UKROEd (UK Road Offender Education) has been 

working with behaviour change academics to develop 

and quality-assure the new approach which will be available at the discretion of police forces 

across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  

 

Although much of the content remains similar to the classroom version there are some changes: 

 

 The online course is shorter, lasting 

approximately two and a half hours, 

compared with the four hour 

classroom-based course 

 

 The ways in which course trainers 

interact with participants is different 

 

 Clients work in groups of eight with 

one trainer, whereas the classroom 

version is based on 24 clients and two 

trainers 

 

 Instead of receiving a logbook for the 

course, clients will need to have pen 

and paper available, as making notes 

and writing an action plan remain key 

parts of the online course 

 

The changes have been made recognise that the course needs to interact differently online from a 

classroom setting.  

 

BEWARE OF THE MORNING AFTER 

 

There is evidence of a rise in home drinking at present understandable given that the pubs are 

closed  and so  drivers are being warned about the dangers of the morning after having consumed 

high levels of alcohol the night before. 

 

Figures quoted by AlcoSense suggest drinking at home in the UK has almost doubled to 100 million 

pints of beer a week – while the size of the glass of wine poured at home is thought to be larger 

than the measured pub unit. 

 

The breathalyser firm says many people are jumping into their cars to join early morning 

supermarket queues for essential supplies potentially unaware of alcohol in their system from the 

night before. 

 

Statistics show that nearly a fifth of drink drive convictions occur in the morning, while a third of 

all breath tests administered following a collision are conducted between 7am and 1pm.  

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ON LINE TRAINING 

 

Driver trainers are really having a rough time at present with most being self-employed and unable 

to carry out practical training but it would seem that it is not all gloom and doom for those who 

offer on-line training. 

 

E Training World has reported that the number of drivers 

carrying out online driver profiling and e-driver training has risen 

in the past 2 weeks with numbers logging in increasing by 18%. 

They are reporting that the number of completed online courses has gone up since the start of the 

lockdown, most likely due to people using their time working from home to carry out e-learning. 

With many experiencing extremely tough conditions at the moment to draw some positives it’s 

good to see that many drivers are using this time to complete their online profiling and training.  

 

It takes around 20 minutes or so for a driver to complete an online risk assessment, or an e-driver 

training module, with most drivers receiving up to 6 modules to complete each year. It appears 

from their system stats that drivers are focusing some of their time at home to complete as many 

modules as they can which is good news for employers if drivers return to the road safer and more 

aware. 

 

E-Training World specialises in providing white-labelled systems to companies serving the fleet 

sector, such as contract hire and fleet management businesses, the insurance sector, rental 

companies and other driver training providers. Their programmes cater for small vans, large vans, 

HGVs, PCVs and minibuses and the company also offers an integrated grey fleet management 

system to remove all of the time-consuming administration of managing driver and vehicle 

documentation and compliance. 

 

 

A NICE LITTLE EARNER WHICH LANDED HIM IN PRISON 

 

A 21-year-old man who lived on the outskirts of London pleaded guilty to taking one driving test 

and five theory tests on behalf of other people for money at several test centres which included 

Guildford, Chelmsford, Canterbury, Southgate and Southwark making in the region of £35,000 by 

charging the candidates to take their driving tests has been jailed for 16 months. 

 

He was sentenced in March 2020 at Guildford Crown Court for repeatedly defrauding the DVSA for 

his own financial gain having been initially questioned in December 2019, under the suspicion that 

he was using a fake identity to take driving theory and practical tests in exchange for payment.  

 

Having been released he continued this activity and days later took a practical test in the name of 

another person which led to him being arrested again and being charged with six counts of 

conspiracy to defraud and remanded in custody over concerns he may leave the country. 

 

DVSA counter fraud investigator Craig Robinson said:  

 

“He is a high harm offender to our business and I hope this sentence of 16 months in prison 

will act as a deterrent to others who seek to undermine the driver testing system." 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DRIVER TRAINING COMMENTS AND THOUGHTS 

 (Contribution from Jedidiah Benaviharuchot - For and on behalf of, JB Driver & Rider Training) 

 

I've just finished reading your newsletter and seek to respond to your invitation for feedback on 

'GDL' article.   

 

 

I qualified as an ADI (car) in March of 2019 

and consider myself as 'relatively newly-

qualified' and have a lot to develop in my 

training of drivers.   In my first year, I have 

trained and signed up for fleet trainer, the 

honest truth, pass plus and am in training to 

become a registered motorcycle trainer.  I 

seek to promote my own development being a 

member of ADINJC and MSAGB and book two 

hours coaching on my lessons delivery each 

month (CPD). 

 

I enjoyed reading your article and I agree 

that it would be good to see areas/aspects of 

driver training such as using motorways, 

country roads or when in the dark, greater 

developed as a standard part of the learning 

to drive process.  

 

I seek to help my customers by offering them 

the outlined Pass Plus syllabus inclusive of 

the aforementioned areas but I don't find the 

majority of my learners think this necessary 

or beneficial.  I have delivered two courses in 

my first year with a further one to start next 

month (or following resumption of normal 

training work).  I recently learnt that local 

authorities supported the scheme in the last 

few years by way of subsidised cost to the 

driver but had withdrawn this and I'm thinking 

this could be at the least, reviewed for re-

instatement or make more of a public 

statement by them, advertising this training 

as an integral part of the learning to drive 

process. 

 

To promote this with my learners in line with 

this thinking, I recently asked the Pass Plus 

unit to send me some advertising literature 

and learnt that they no longer provide 

promotional leaflets in the packs as they used 

to.  They very helpfully sent me copies via 

email for me to print off and distribute 

myself. 

 

So many of my customers come to me with 

an, 'I want to pass the L test with as little an 

amount spent on lessons as possible', 

perspective.  I am pleased to learn of the 

DVSA's current efforts to directly contact 

learner drivers to encourage them with 

private practice between lessons and the log 

book for this. 

 

I'm hoping my comments are helpful and not to naive? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 

THANK YOU 

The content of Traffic Safety Roads for May, the biggest issue to date since publication started, 

has been made possible due to the number of contributions which have been made by 

individuals with articles or offering opinions on various items for which we are all grateful and I 

thank those who have contributed. I continually welcome any comments, thoughts or opinions 

on appropriate traffic safety and roads for publication.  

Send items to graham@grahamfeest.com 

 

mailto:graham@grahamfeest.com


10 

 

 

 

TIME PRESSURE & DRIVER RISK 
 

A recent report to help fleet operators understand how time pressure influences driver behaviour at 

work – and what they can do to reduce this risk has been 

published by DriverMetrics Research Director, Dr Lisa Dorn in 

which she explains the relationship between time pressure, 

driver stress, performance and crashes.  

The document explains the ‘perceived threats’ faced by 

drivers under time pressure, including being unable to fulfil a 

demanding schedule – leading to a reprimand from a manager – 

or a complaint from a customer for being late which in turn 

means that drivers become impatient and taking more risks. 

 

Accordingly it sets out a series of recommendations for fleet 

managers aiming to help them encourage workforces to 

respond appropriately to time pressure.  

 

These measures include:  
 

 Ensuring drivers understand that safety takes priority 

as part of induction and ongoing training 

 Focusing driver coaching towards identifying the triggers that lead to worry about being 

late 

 Setting achievable targets 

 Making sure drivers take breaks even when under pressure, especially on long journeys 

 Making sure drivers accept that sometimes heavy traffic and unexpected delays can occur 

and to plan for this 

 Monitoring those drivers with speeding exception reports via telematics and direct towards 

driver coaching 

 Planning the route to avoid roadworks and heavy traffic when possible 

 

The report recognises that In the last decade or so things in the fleet world have improved with 

companies shifting emphasis from single to multiple interventions to improve safety in the 

workplace.  

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

NEW SHADOW TRANSPORT SECRETARY APPOINTED 

 

Jim McMahon has been appointed as Shadow Transport Secretary. 

 

The new Shadow Transport Secretary is MP for Oldham West and Royton 

and is the son of a truck driver, which should give him a head start with the 

road haulage community. He will also know the local road and bus sectors 

well thanks to his strong background in local government having become a 

councillor in 2003 and then elected leader of Oldham Council in 2011. He 

served on the Greater Manchester Combined Authority with lead responsibility for transport before 

moving to Parliament to become and MP in 2015. After becoming an MP, he was appointed shadow 

Minister for local government and devolution in 2016. In 2015 he was awarded an OBE for services 

to the community in Oldham. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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WHAT THE PUBLIC ARE CURRENTLY THINKING 

 

The recent survey results from 17, 628 responses an AA questionnaire revealed the following: 

 

Car parks 

Over 90% of those surveyed agreed that car 

parking spaces are too small and the majority 

worry that their vehicle will get damaged 

while parked. Men tended to be more 

concerned about damage than women. More 

than half of respondents said their cars had 

been damaged while parked and the most 

common form of damage was a small dent or 

scratch caused by someone else. 
  

Electric vehicles (EV’s) 

More than half of respondents said they 

would not consider buying an EV as their next 

car. Londoners were slightly more favourable 

to the idea with 56% saying they would 

consider buying an EV. The top reason for not 

considering an EV was a lack of public 

charging points with almost 7 out of 10 

stating this is as their reason. The second 

biggest reason was purchase cost. 
 

 

 

 

Used car buying 

2 out of 5 of those surveyed said they would 

only travel 5 to 30 miles to buy a used car, 

with men being more likely to travel further. 

The top three reasons for travelling further 

were to save money, for more choice and to 

find a specific vehicle not available locally. 

 

Return to driving 

When asked what they would do if returning 

to driving after a break of over 12 months, 

more than a third of drivers said they would 

carry on as normal with the same proportion 

saying they would stick to local/familiar 

roads. 

 

Careless driving 

A quarter of those who responded said that 

they struggled to switch off their mobile 

phones whilst driving with 1 in 10 indicating 

that they think its OK to send a text or make 

a call whilst stationary in traffic. Almost half 

of drivers said they had made a hands-free 

call whilst driving. 

 

The TOM HARRINGTON PAPERS 

 

Three papers have been recently published/updated by Tom Harrington LLB, F Inst MTD on the 

subjects of:  

 

Are Car Really Killing Machines? 

How Effective is Deterrence in Crime and Motoring Convictions 

Mirrors Blind Spots and Peripheral Vision 

 

Tom has spent well over 40 years in the driver training and road safety industry and frequently puts 

pen to paper producing some very well constructed and educational papers on a range of subjects 

all of which are worth a read. In addition to these three papers you will find others within the 

Resource and Information Centre Library at www.grahamfeest.com 

 

A copy of the papers listed above can be initially found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  

after which is can be located at:  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/ 
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TRANSPORT TOOLKIT: DRIVING FOR BETTER BUSINESS 

 

A toolkit has been created by Driving for Better Business to help employers reduce work-related 

road risk, working in partnership with FleetCheck. This resource however provides a great deal of 

information beyond those who just drive for work and is well worth a look. 

 

The online resources provide information and guidance on a range of issues including drivers 

working from home, furloughed 

drivers, mothballed vehicles and 

essential drivers operating at 

maximum capacity. It shares 

insights and experience to help 

businesses successfully operate 

during the Covid-19 pandemic 

while continuing to meet complex corporate responsibilities with regard to driver safety and 

welfare. 
 

The toolkit is also intended to help businesses and fleets to prepare for the eventual return to more 

usual operational levels and is built around six videos covering the following topics: 

 

• Essential Drivers – businesses operating at, 

or above maximum capacity. 

 

• Non-Essential Drivers – those who can now 

work from home or have been furloughed. 

 

• Business Continuity – maintaining customer 

relationships and keeping business as 

financially sound as possible. 

 

• Vehicle Maintenance – the lack of engineers 

due to self-isolation and the closing of 

garages. 

 

• Fleet Admin & Housekeeping – the 

importance of ensuring all staff follow 

established policies. 

 

• Back to ‘Normal’ – what will ‘normal’ look 

like in the transport world? 

 

As time goes on they intend to add more detailed guidance covering specific issues such as 

managing driver fatigue and the comprehensive pre-use vehicles checks that will be required 

before any mothballed vehicles are allowed back on the road which will be vital to ensure the 

safety of all road users. 

 

The resource can be reached at https://www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com/covid-19/ 

 

PROFESSOR PETER RUSSELL 

 

It is with deep sadness we have to record the passing away of Professor Peter Russell  on 1st April 

2020 at the age of 89 a victim  of COVID-19 who also had underlining medical issues. 
 

Peter was well known in the Driving Training Industry, from being an ADI 

Trainer for BSM, to a period with the Motor Schools Association (MSA) and then 

moved to work with Driving Instructors Association (DIA). He was the longest 

serving member of the Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) and a former 

Chairman. He wrote many articles on Driver Training methods, presented at 

numerous ADI events and encouraged lots of ADI’s to take a degree course in 

Driver Education founding the Institute for Driver Education and Research (IDER) of which he was 

the President. 
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ARE WARNING SIGNS OF ANY VALUE 

 (The Voice of experience) 
 

The question set out below came into my in box recently – so I thought I would ask a few people for 

their personal reaction (and I stress that it is their personal view and not that of the organisation or 

otherwise that they have been assigned) 
 

"As a country we spend far too much money in putting up warning signs which if they don't get 

knocked down and injury someone drivers don't 

actually take notice of anyway. The only signs 

which drivers appear to take any notice of are 

those which give direction to a location or facility. 

What is the point of putting up a bend sign which 

no one takes any notice of and in fact can see 

ahead that the road deviates or a two way traffic 

sign following the end of a dual carriageway?  In 

fact you just wonder whether any warning signs 

are actually worth the cost and effort in putting 

them up. There have been many attempts to 

expand de-cluttering our streets with redundant 

signage but perhaps we need a stronger emphasis 

on whether the signs are worth putting up in the 

first place and what evidence there is that they 

actually stops crashes. Maybe some are just 

erected to appease the public but who take no 

notice of them anyway." 
 

Andrew Howard who was the former Head of Road Safety for the AA commented 
 

“What a difference a space makes.  On a good 

day, driving round North Hants, I don’t need road 

signs.  I know the roads, know the hazards.  But 

remove the space and drive around Northants and 

it’s all different – I don’t know the road.  What’s 

round the corner, a major road, hump back 

bridge, level crossing?  Signs are then important.  

 

Then there is a bad day on the road I know.  Dark, 

pouring, bad mood.  Am I at the narrow river 

bridge on the corner? Or the corner with the farm 

track joining with accompanying mud?  The signs 

help you remember where I am…. 

 

And in an era of austerity and a steadily declining 

standard of road markings, can we afford to say 

goodbye to the only other on the spot warning?  

And do I want to try and work it out from my 

satnav mounted down by the gearstick?” 

 

Peter Rodger who was former Head of Training at the Metropolitan Police Driving School 

expressed the following 

 

“De-cluttering has been a call for about a decade.  It sounds easy, but never will be – it has a (possibly 

substantial) cost in time and effort to decide what to take away, and what to keep.  Many signs duplicate 

information that is already there – a warning sign duplicating a junction layout direction board, for example.  

Many of the hazards are obvious – in good daylight.  But many are less so, and some are probably better 

marked in misty weather at night.   

I am inclined to agree with the writer that very many serve no real road safety purpose at all, but have 

enough experience of the world to realise that they may have served a different one – the need to be seen to 

have done something, when an event or series of events has already happened.  I’d love to see a de-clutter 

happen, but have little expectation that anyone will find the resources to make it happen, or to stop some 

unnecessary signs being added.” 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ARE WARNING SIGNS OF ANY VALUE (Continued) 

 (The Voice of experience) 

 

Tom Harrington LLB F Inst MTD an experienced driver trainer of over 40 years commented as follows 

 

Sometimes it feels like road signs are popping up 

like mushrooms all over the place. Over the last 

two decades the number of road signs in the UK 

has doubled to 4.3 million at the last count.  

 

According to the Department for Transport (DfT), 

the overuse of traffic signs blights the landscape, 

wastes taxpayer’s money and dilutes important 

safety-critical messages. Having too many signs 

can also distract drivers and increase the risks for 

road workers. Existing research shows that too 

much information may be a problem, as the 

efficiency cognition of drivers has been shown to 

decrease with an increase in the amount of 

information overload. Many road signs are 

repetitive, unnecessary and pointless. Repeated 

unnecessary signs contribute to “information 

overload” and could cause drivers to miss an 

important sign hidden in their midst. Traffic signs 

should be designed and located with the aim to 

inform drivers not to confuse or distract them.  

 

Also, research has shown that removing white 

centre lines induces uncertainty and thus cuts 

speeds by 13 per cent. Traffic signs are utilized as 

a method of warning and guiding drivers to 

regulate the flow of traffic among vehicles, 

pedestrians, motorcycles, bicycles and other who 

traverse the streets and other roadways. A range 

of signs are used on British and Irish roads such as 

destination signposts, advance warning signs of 

possible hazards ahead and regulatory signs 

instructing road users to perform or prohibit 

specific actions. Road sign in Britain are classified 

as either regulatory or prohibitory much like the 

US and the rest of Europe.  

 

Although many countries have largely agreed on the basics of shape, layout, colour schemes and 

configuration, road agencies around the world have applied different rules that vary in particular on the 

maximum amount of traffic signs allowed on a pole e.g. one for NZ, two for the UK and three for Hungary. 

 

ELECTRIC SCOOTERS – CALL FOR EVIDENCE 

The Transport Committee has launched an inquiry to consider the implications of legalising Electric 

Scooters for use on roads, cycle lanes and pavements and is calling for written evidence to inform 

their recommendations. Under current UK law, it is illegal to use a powered transporter – such as 

an electric scooter – on a public road or other prohibited space, including pavements and cycle 

lanes. The UK is the last major European economy where e-scooters are banned on the highway. 

Huw Merriman MP, chair of the Transport Committee, said: 
 

 “Road safety is a significant consideration. We must consider the dangers to other road users 
especially pedestrians with visual impairments or those who use mobility aids and rely on clear 
pavements. Safety must also be a factor for the riders. Electric Scooters could be useful in reducing 

our transport carbon footprint but their environmental credentials have yet to be proven.”  

The committee is calling for written evidence to be submitted by 2nd June 2020 on  

 Whether the legislation for e-scooters is 

up to date and appropriate; 

 To what extent e-scooters have positive 

benefits, for instance relating to 

congestion and promoting more 

sustainable forms of transport; 

 Where in the urban environment e-

scooters could be used (e.g. road, 

pavement, cycle lanes), and how this 

could impact on other road users and 

pedestrians, including people who have 

visual impairments or use mobility aids; 

 Whether there should be advice or 

compulsory requirements to use specific 

safety equipment when using an e-

scooter; 

 Whether there should be safety and 

environmental regulation for the build of 

e-scooters, and what this might entail;  

 The experience of other countries where 

e-scooters are legal on the road

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SLOW DOWN 

 

Whilst the amount of traffic generally seen on our roads often crawling along frustrates many motorists it does 

have the effect of keeping traffic at a slower speed and according reduces the severity of injury in the event 

of an impact.  However with traffic levels now down it has come with reports of much higher speeds – 

something I am seeing also outside my front door. 

 

In the capital Transport for London has issued a 

reminder to road users that despite less traffic on 

the roads, ‘the speed limit always applies and 

speeding is not acceptable’. TfL says that average 

speeds in some areas has increased by more than 

50%  and the Police have recorded ‘shocking 

speeds of over 130mph’ during enforcement 

activity and there are similar comments being 

made by forces in other parts of the UK.   

 

Whilst the latest statistics show a 68% reduction in 

the number of people killed or seriously injured on 

London’s roads since 20th March 2020 provisional 

data shows that when collisions occur, they are 

more likely to be serious or fatal – with drivers and 

motorcyclists showing the least significant fall in 

the most severe injuries.  

 

Meanwhile the campaign group ‘20’s Plenty for Us’ has launched a campaign, ‘supported by leading doctors’, 

calling on the UK Government to introduce an ‘emergency national urban limit’ of 20mph. They say ‘the 

doctors we are relying on’ are calling on the Government to change the national speed limit from 30mph to 

20mph as part of their ‘lower the baseline’ load on the NHS campaign and the campaign group says setting a 

national 20mph limit is an ‘affordable, practical and a cost-effective step to help the NHS and support our 

doctors at this critical time’. 

 

The Chartered Institute of Highways and 

Transportation Road have warned that traffic 

injuries may become more severe as a result of 

excessive speed due to a reduced number of 

vehicles travelling during the ongoing restrictions 

on movement. 

 

Dan Campsall from Agilysis has also expressed a strong view that reduced flows and less congestion could lead 

to increased speeds and “therefore we might see a slightly higher proportion of crashes involving a higher 

severity of injury but added that lower casualty counts overall are likely due to the restrictions on travel in 

the UK and many other countries. 

 

IAM RoadSmart is praising police forces for 

continuing to focus on those who risk their own 

and other people's lives by breaking speed limits 

on roads in the UK and has expressed its shock and 

disappointment at the selfish and criminal 

speeding behaviour being reported by police forces 

across the country. In a statement it says 

irresponsible driver behaviour is a risk to the lives 

of all those using the roads responsibly and a 

potentially drain on the emergency services and 

health care professionals who need to focus on 

tackling the pandemic. 

 

 "Dealing with avoidable crashes is a huge and 

unnecessary burden on the emergency services and 

while we expect overall crash numbers to fall, this 

makes the targeting of excessive speeding related 

activity even more important than ever. This 

requires a combination of targeted enforcement, 

use of intelligence and continued operation of 

safety cameras.  

 

IAM RoadSmart urges Chief Constables to do all 

they can to maintain resourcing for traffic units in 

these difficult times. 

Latest data from the Government in mid-April showed that transport use is down by more than 60% for all 

motor vehicles compared to the middle of March. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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TYRE SAFETY 

 

Michelin has responded to a survey by the Road Haulage Association (RHA) which has revealed 46 

per cent of the UK’s trucks – around 240,000 vehicles are, have been or continue to be parked up 

by issuing special tyre maintenance guidance for companies and truck operators that may have 

vehicles and trailers parked up for long periods aware that tyre maintenance can often be 

overlooked particularly when vehicles are not in use. 
 

They start by emphasising that no tyre is designed to carry the weight of a parked truck or trailer 

indefinitely, so operators should follow the following guidance to ensure a quick returned to service 

 

Preparing vehicles - To prepare a vehicle for 

extended parking all tyres should be 

inspected for visible damage (such as cuts or 

bulges) and abnormal wear, and cold tyre 

inflation pressures checked for all tyre 

positions. If the pressure checks reveal tyres 

under-inflated by up to 14psi, check for any 

visible cause and if nothing is found, the tyre 

should be inflated to the recommended level 

following the standard methods of safe 

working. 

If under-inflated by more than 14psi, arrange 

for the tyre to be demounted and inspect the 

interior for signs of internal damage, such as 

mottling and creasing. If mounted in a 

twinned configuration, the twinned assembly 

should also be demounted and inspected. 

Operators should also ensure each valve is 

fitted with an appropriate valve cap. 

 

During extended parking - Every four months 

a vehicle should be driven around the yard 

where possible – or if space is at a premium 

and assets cannot be moved the tyres should 

be rotated a quarter turn. However, before 

any truck or trailer is moved check visually 

for signs of under-inflation and if a tyre is 

deemed to require attention, follow the same 

guidance as previously stated 

 

Re-entry into service - Before commissioning 

any vehicle back into operation, check the 

cold tyre inflation pressure of all tyres and 

adjust in line with the tyre manufacturer’s 

guidance. 

 

In a general comment expressed by TyreSafe they stress  
 

As the only part of a vehicle in contact with the road surface, tyres play a critical role in road 

safety. Acceleration, braking, steering and cornering all rely on the tyres’ relatively small contact 

area with the road surface so their correct selection, care and maintenance is essential. However, 

each year in the UK, more than 1200 road casualties are caused by an incident where illegal 

defective or under-inflated tyres are a contributory factor. To maximise road safety and prolong 

tyre life, a tyre’s pressure, tread depth and general condition should be checked regularly. When 

replacing tyres, fitting new tyres is the safest option. However, legislation does exist which permits 

the sale of part worn tyres, subject to them meeting a number of criteria. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ELASTOMAC 

 

A Sheffield based material engineering company Roadmender Asphalt has launched a new road repair material 

that aims to be greener, faster to install and less expensive than traditional asphalt. 

 

Elastomac is the latest product to join the rubberised materials 

market. The solution is poured in as a hot liquid that forms to the 

shape of the hole and welds itself the existing road unlike 

traditional methods that require potholes to be cut out and 

refilled with asphalt. 

 

The Company states that Elastomac contains around seven end-

of-life waste tyres melted into every ton and is applied as a 

molten liquid that 'fills and then forms a flexible waterproof 

membrane over the pothole, covering the edges and locking out 

any potential for the ingress of water' and aims to cut down on the problems caused by water penetration 

through the edges of a repair which can then cause failure from the freezing and thawing process.  

 

 

KEY WORKERS:  DRIVER TRAINER REGISTER 

Driver trainers have been forced to stop teaching activities at this time apart from undertaking 

training for key workers. However this has led to some abusive challenges 

being made to both trainers and pupils so in order to bring some clarity and 

protection for the benefit and safety of both parties a voluntary register has 

been established and is being led by the Driving Instructors Association (DIA) 

and available only for those training key workers.  

A £10 charge is being made for entry onto the register with £5 of that fee 

being donated to NHS Charities Together. 

In order to gain entry to the register trainers 

will have to complete an online course 

incorporating safe training protocols, as well 

as a theory test. Trainers will also have to 

provide evidence they are teaching key 

workers. This is to discourage applications 

from trainers who are not engaged in 

delivering training to those defined as key 

workers with an essential need for driver or 

rider training.  

 

On gaining entry to the register the trainer 

will be issued with a Key Worker Driver or 

Rider Trainer certificate with a unique ID 

number which can be checked against the 

register should the trainer be challenged in 

the course of their training. The certificate 

will contain an email and phone number for 

register checks and general enquiries about 

the scheme. This certificate will last for 

three months initially. 

  

The register has been established in order to 

ensure that key workers with an essential 

need to drive or ride can receive professional 

training safely in order to fully prepare them 

for new licensure, drive in different vehicles 

(as many key workers are being asked to drive 

vehicles they may not be used to) or to 

undertake increased driving for work. 
  

The register is now open for applications and all information about the register and how to join can 

be found by clicking https://driving.org/key-worker-register/ 
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ANNUAL VEHICLE DATE FOR 2019 FROM THE SMMT 

A 1% increase in vehicles brings the number of vehicles registered on British roads to more than 40 

million according to new data from the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light commercial vehicles saw the biggest percentage 

growth, rising 2.7% on the previous year to 4,527,724 

units. Passenger cars increased 0.8% to 35,168,259 and 

the number of heavy goods vehicles grew by 0.4% to 

607,998. 

 

The data also reveals that the 40 million-strong fleet 

now includes more than three quarters of a million low, 

ultra-low and zero emission cars. The number of these 

cars grew by 26% last year, with 532,603 hybrids, 

144,335 plug-in hybrids and 92,913 battery electric 

vehicles now in use. The number of diesel cars in use 

fell marginally by -0.9% to 13,723,299, accounting for 

39% while petrol  

  

• White is overwhelmingly the colour of choice for 

plug-in cars, though only fifth favourite overall. 

• The number of female drivers continues to grow as 

there are now 175,821 more female drivers – up 1.5% 

on 2018’s to an overall total of 34.7%. 

• Greater London and the West Midlands were the only 

two regions that experienced a decline in car 

ownership, down -0.31% and -0.71% respectively, 

with 9,131 and 24,642 fewer cars on the roads. 

• The South West region experienced the country’s 

most significant uplift in ownership – up 1.94%, with 

over 67,000 more cars on the roads. 

• Greater London is the municipality with the highest 

number of battery electric and plug-in hybrid cars 

(26,513), followed closely by Birmingham (24,431) 

and Peterborough (12,493). 

• 2019 saw the highest number of HGVs on UK roads in 

30 years – with 607,998 trucks and lorries delivering 

goods across the country, the majority of them diesel 

(93.96%). 

• Record 4,527,724 vans on UK roads supporting 

booming demand for online deliveries, as 83% of 

people are buying goods and services on line grew by 

1.2% to 20,657,838. 
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A LIGHT HEARTED END 

Sharing a few things which have come attached to me on news items this last month 
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