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REDUCTION IN CAR USAGE - RISE IN CAR OWNERSHIP
How many miles have you driven since lockdowns in various forms started in March 2020. Well if
you are like me my 12,000 miles plus per year have fallen to 670 covered in the main by one trip
which I made to Durham in September when we though that things might have been heading to
normal and which proved to be premature. The other few miles on top of that trip have involved
the vehicle being collected for service and a couple of trips round the block to keep it running.
I am sure many other would have a similar story but some research by Direct Line Motor Insurance
has thrown up some useful and interesting information:
Restrictions and changes to working patterns have reduced owners’ usage with an estimated 13.9
million drivers reducing the number of miles
driven compared to the number cited on their
insurance policy. The finding indicates that
individually drivers have made 2.3 fewer
journeys each week, equating to a combined
total of 88 million. This has potentially saved
people up to £670 - equivalent to £56 a month
leading to a combined total of £2.1 billion
reduction in vehicle related costs every month
across the UK and presumably a headache for
the chancellor in lost revenue from fuel duty
and VAT payments.
The research has also found that the pandemic has seemingly led to a rise in vehicle ownership with
1.4 million people purchasing a car for the first time since Covid-19 restrictions came into force last
year as it would seem the public are looking for ways to travel which don’t involve public transport.

DRIVING BEHAVIOUR REPORT
Brake and Direct Line have published a new ‘Driving behaviour’
report, to raise awareness of the dangers of negative moods
behind the wheel pointing out that in 2019, aggressive driving
contributed to 110 fatal crashes and one in 20 crashes which
resulted in serious injury. The survey of 2,000 drivers suggests
that stress and anger behind the wheel have increased since the
first national lockdown in March 2020.
In the survey respondents admitted that ‘negative moods’ are
having a detrimental effect on their driving behaviour – with more
than half confessing to accelerating and braking more harshly,
driving more quickly and being less focused on the task of driving.
The survey shows that nine in 10 drivers admit to feeling stressed
or angry when behind the wheel and more than one in 10
respondents said they feel stressed every time they drove.
You can find a copy of the report initially at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
can
be
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
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ANNUAL SURVEY OF LOCAL ROAD NETWORK
Each year the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) commissions an independent
survey of local authority highway departments in England (including
London) and Wales. The aim of the survey is to take a snapshot of the
general condition of the local road network, based on information
provided directly by those responsible for its maintenance. The data
received from local authorities provides a means of tracking any
improvement or deterioration and the qualitative feedback received from
them provides context. Questions in the survey relate predominantly to
the maintenance of the carriageway itself – the road surface and structure
– and only that part of the total highway maintenance budget which
specifically addresses the condition of the carriageway.
Total highway maintenance budgets cover other significant areas of expenditure – including
structural work to bridges, street lighting and cyclical maintenance, for example grass-cutting,
checking traffic signals and the replacement of street furniture – which are excluded from this
report.
You can find a copy of the report initially at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
can
be
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

located

at:

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) is calling for nominations for its 2021 Awards
sponsored by Red Driving School within the driver training and related
road safety arena.
There are five categories in which awards can be made
•
•
•
•
•

IMTD
IMTD
IMTD
IMTD
IMTD

New Driver Initiative Award
Leading Organisation Award
Individual Driver Trainer of the Year Award
Driver Training Company Award
Coronavirus19 Pandemic Award

The closing date for nominations is Friday 23 rd July 2021 and award winners will be notified shortly
after and presented with their award at the IMTD Lunch on Sunday 12 th September 2021. The
Institute would particularly welcome nominations from members of the UK Road Safety Network
and the process is very easy and straight forward and need not take very long. To make it easy
details about each of the awards along with the nomination forms are available at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
THE COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW

The Commercial Vehicle Show has announced revised dates for its 2021 event. Following the
government’s reveal of its roadmap for exiting lockdown, the
show will now take place from 31st August to 2nd September
at the NEC in Birmingham.
The Show will provide the perfect opportunity to see new
vehicles, products and technology alongside networking that
the Show is renowned for.
Tickets are now available free at https://cvshow.com/
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MEDICAL FITNESS TO DRIVE – COULD YOU BE RESTRICTED?
There was some recent reporting in the UK Press about medical fitness to drive and some
suggestions about people losing their licence or being restricted on the distance they could travel
etc. Undoubtedly the motivation for the press interest arose from a report published by the
European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) in which it concluded that the current approach to
assessing whether drivers are medically fit to hold a licence needs substantial revision.
The report examines the current state of play in European countries
regarding the assessment of medical fitness to drive, with reference
to current EU rules. The EU is currently reviewing the directive on
driver licensing and a revised legal proposal is expected in 2022.
The report shows that the starting point for many EU countries is
still age-based assessment despite studies having concluded that
specific medical conditions, substance abuse, mental disorders,
epilepsy and diabetes are more important factors than age when it
comes to medical fitness to drive.
Mandatory age-based screening of older drivers has not been shown
to be effective in preventing severe collisions, the report says. It
may even have a negative safety impact, as older drivers with
revoked licences due to poor health become vulnerable road users.
The ETSC is recommending that national governments should make wider use of conditional
licences to allow those who may be at slight risk to continue to drive under certain circumstances.
However a lack of good data on the role played by medical conditions and disorders in road
collisions is also a significant problem, according to the report authors.
There is however no official statement arising from the report by the Government at this stage.
You can REQUEST a copy of this report prior to it being uploaded at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
can
be
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

located

at:

MORE EFFECTIVE USE OF CAMERAS SOUGHT
UK motorists are calling for better utilise equipment already available for speed detection to
ensure vehicles have valid insurance, MOT and Vehicle Excise Duty.
The findings come from new research conducted by IAM RoadSmart, which has revealed that 90% of
motorists who were surveyed, backed the idea that speed cameras should also be used to catch
drivers who are flouting these motoring violations.
Estimates suggest that someone is injured every 20 minutes on UK roads by an uninsured driver and
that more than a quarter of motorists don’t even know when their vehicle’s next MOT is due, while
there’s around 630,000 unlicensed vehicles in the UK.
Meanwhile, further findings from the in-depth research of motorist attitudes by IAM RoadSmart
discovered that an overwhelming majority also supported using cameras to automatically fine
drivers who run red lights in urban areas and 80% of motorists were in favour of using cameras to
automatically fine drivers who drive more than 10mph over the speed limit on residential streets.
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SMART MOTORWAYS LATEST 1
This is an item which has been written about in the newsletter for the last two/three months and
so here is the latest which concerns an update on the Stocktake report first published in March 2020
with a review date on the progress and implementations of the 18 point action plan by March of this
year.
The Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has
confirmed that the follow up report has been
received on time but has said he intends to
delay publishing it until the summer. In a
written statement to Parliament he advised
that

next steps. The report will be published by
summer once I am assured that the proposals
are sufficiently robust. There has been
considerable public and media interest in
understanding motorway accident and fatality
data and I have commissioned the Office of
Rail and Road (ORR) to independently review
the data to provide further analytical
assurance and ensure that the conclusions
arrived at are robust.’

‘Highways England has now provided my
department with that anniversary report and
work is rapidly being completed to assess it,
including stocktake actions, and to establish

There is a great deal of support for decision to bring in the
ORR. Public confidence in the safety of smart motorways
appears to be stuck at a low ebb and the best way to offer
reassurance to sceptical drivers is by publishing
comprehensive safety data that has been independently
scrutinised by the regulator and such a move adds to the
campaign of setting up an independent Collision
Investigation Body such as there is in rail, air and marine
industries for road crashes.
MOTORWAY SERVICE STATIONS
Which Travel Magazine has published its findings based on the views of “thousands” of motorway
service visitors as to the best and worst motorway service areas in England concluding that
Gloucester on the M5 and Tebay on the M6 services are by far the best motorway service stations in
the UK, while Bridgwater on the M5 is the worst.
However be warned that the view seems to be that the majority of service stations are mediocre at
best, while the worst are expensive, dirty and inconvenient and currently when it comes to ease of
maintaining social distancing just unable to organise it successfully.
THE WORST

THE BEST
Service

Brand

Motorway

Service

Brand

Motorway

Gloucester
Tebay
Cairn Lodge
Norton Cains
Wetherby

Westmorland
Westmorland
Westmorland
RoadChef
Moto

M5 - 11A-12
M6 - 38-39
M74 - 11-12
M6 - Toll
A1M - 46

Bridgewater
Gordano
Newport Pagnell
Sandbach
Keele

Moto
Welcome Break
Welcome Break
RoadChef
Welcome Break

M5
M5
M1
M6
M6
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A HOPE FOR MORE TIME TO CROSS
A new piece of technology designed to give more people who need a greater amount of time to
cross the road at crossings is to be trialled. For many years now highway authorities have been
badgered by complaints that the crossing time for some people in society is just not long enough
but up until now they have been controlled by a timing mechanism. However Smart traffic lights
using wide-angle cameras and artificial intelligence look to be able to regulate crossing times for
vulnerable pedestrians.
A British company - Now Wireless – claim that its system can recognise pedestrians who are taking
longer to approach the crossing such as older people, parents with buggies and those with mobility
or visual impairments. The smart traffic signal then logs the slower pace and makes sure the signal
is red for longer to help them cross. It works by taking images from a camera on top of the traffic
light and processing the information using equipment fitted to the structure.
It could also be used to
remove
the
need
for
pedestrians to push a button
at Pelican crossings by
predicting if people are likely
to cross.
The system is set to be
offered to up to 40 councils,
which Now Wireless already
works
with
on
traffic
management. The system will
initially cost about £2,500 per
crossing, and the technology
will be tested over the next
few months before being
switched on in August.
Traffic lights that are responsive to traffic flow and the build up of pedestrians wanting to cross
have been in place for years, however Now Wireless' latest system follows concerns that older
people have been put at risk in the past by pelican crossings that fail to give them time to cross.
A study in 2015 by Age UK found traffic signals often assumed people crossed 1.2m per second but
most over-65s walked more slowly.
REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES
(Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy)

Monday 4th October 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Stirling
Find out more at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/stirling-2021/
and follow the link to the booking form
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ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL
Drivers are using adaptive cruise control (ACC) to speed, according to a new study by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety. Researchers say drivers are “substantially” more likely to speed when
using ACC or partial automation that combines that feature with lane centering than when not
using either technology.
When selecting a speed to “set and forget,” many drivers
choose one over the limit, the study found.
“ACC does have some safety benefits, but it’s important to
consider how drivers might cancel out these benefits by
misusing the system,” “Speed at impact is among the most
important factors in whether or not a crash turns out to be
fatal.” said IIHS Statistician Sam Monfort.
ACC is a more advanced version of traditional cruise control
that uses sensors to calculate and maintain a preselected
following distance from the vehicle ahead, eliminating the
need for the driver to repeatedly brake and reset the
system. With the addition of lane centering, the vehicle
also maintains its position within the travel lane
automatically.
You can find a copy of the report initially at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
can
be
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

located

at:

NEW PRESIDENT FOR LOCAL IAM GROUP
A well know and highly respected driver trainer and member of the road safety fraternity has
become president of a local IAM Group. A passion for driving has been in Mike
Yeomans’ blood since his pioneering mother ran a driving school in Hull. Family
discussions revolved not around pop music and holidays, but motoring and road
layouts, and when Mike passed his driving test he couldn’t wait to start teaching
others as a way of earning extra cash at university. That passion not only influenced
his high profile career in training and road safety across the UK, but also led to his
latest role as Honorary President of Hull and East Riding Advanced Motorists. This
local branch of IAM RoadSmart is committed to helping improve driving and riding skills through
courses and group memberships within the community. HERAM is run by volunteers who represent a
unique resource, with unparalleled experience and expertise of all ages.
‘As the Honorary President it is my pleasure to support the group to help raise the HERAM profile,’
says Mike. ‘I encourage drivers to contact the group to improve their driving awareness and to share
those experiences in making a difference to road safety in the local community.’
Mike, who lives in Elloughton, runs his own business - Training UK Development - and holds a wealth
of high profile appointments; including Director of Motor Schools Association of Great Britain (MSA
GB) responsible for the North East; Driving and Road Safety Assessor for Hull City Council and
Kingstown Works ltd; Road Safety Advisor to Hull and East Riding Driving Instructors (HERDI), a
Fellow of the Institute of Master Tutors of Driving and a member of the Driver working group with
Highways England.
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LEARNING TO DRIVE – CHALLENGES FOR THE PROCESS
We are beginning to get information and estimates about the state of driver training and testing as
a result of the Pandemic. It is suggested that there are (as at 12th April 2021) almost 1,2 million
leaner drivers waiting to take a practical test which assuming no further lockdowns, cancellations
through bad weather etc is likely to take a minimum of eight months to clear with many forecasting
more than a year. In turn the DVSA are recruiting more examiners but these need to be trained and
extending the hours for which tests are available including weekend as a matter of routine.
To this we need to recognise that there are many people
looking to start learning to drive and even more than
otherwise might have as they believe that they are safer
in their own car than on public transport. All of which is
contrary to the government strategy to get people out of
their cars for shorter journeys and onto public transport if
they cannot walk or cycle. Whilst using a motorcycle or
moped is a credible alternative training and testing in this
area and the need to take a Certificate of Basic Training
before starting to ride again has been thwarted by the
lockdown and long waiting list ensue.
In some areas now there will be an issue about finding a driving instructor as it has been estimated
that more than 1,000 have chosen to leave the industry earlier than they might have done and
there has not been any opportunity for those wishing to enter the profession to get qualified. On
the one hand this might look good for business so far as those who remain are concerned but it
equally could well mean that instructors will work for longer hour to their own detriment and some
will question whether safety could well be compromised.
ROAD DEATH RISES IN USA
There is a bleak forecast in the USA as for the first time since 2007, preliminary data from the
National Safety Council (NSC) shows that as many as 42,060 people are estimated to have died in
motor vehicle crashes in 2020. The figure marks an 8% increase over 2019, despite 2020 being a
year in which there were fewer people on the road, and less miles driven, due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The preliminary estimated rate of death on the roads last year increased 24% over the
previous 12-month period, despite miles driven dropping 13%. This increase in the rate of death is
the highest estimated year-over-year jump that NSC has calculated since 1924 – 96 years. An
estimated 4.8 million additional roadway users were seriously injured in crashes in 2020.
ROAD DEATHS IN EUROPE FALL
Preliminary figures show an estimated 18,800 people were killed on EU roads last year a fall of 17%.
This means almost 4,000 fewer people lost their lives compared to 2019. The largest decreases (of
20% or more) were in Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Hungary, Malta and
Slovenia. However Estonia, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg and Finland recorded an increase.
Just by contrast the UK Government is yet to publish data for the whole of 2020, but figures for the
first half of the year show an estimated 670 people were killed in reported road collisions – a
decrease of 21% compared to the equivalent period in 2019.
It is considered that lower traffic volumes, as the result of the pandemic, had a ‘clear, though
unmeasurable’, impact on the number of road fatalities so we need to be careful about drawing out
too many positive signs that things are getting better.
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CALL FOR ROAD SAFETY TARGETS
David Davies executive director of PACTS, the Parliamentary Advisory Council for
Transport Safety sets out his views and thoughts about the urgency for road safety targets
(This was written for and first published in Local Transport Today in February 2021)

All Adults to be offered vaccine by 31st July;
Zero net carbon by 2050;
300,000 new homes a year

The UK Government is not afraid of targets. Nor is it afraid of ambition: ‘moon-shots’ and ‘worldbeating’ is now part of its lexicon. So why is it so reluctant to adopt targets to reduce road deaths?
After ten years of no targets and no progress,
surely now is time for a reset? For almost
three
decades
(1983-2010),
the
UK
Government set ambitious casualty reduction
targets. The targets were seen as
fundamental to the substantial reductions in
death and injury that followed. Other
countries followed our example.

most important policy decision that the UK
Government could take to reduce road deaths
and injuries.
Last year, the road safety minister was
speaking at the World Health Organisation’s
Road Safety 2020 conference in Stockholm
(when
international
conferences
were
in
person and not Zoom
meetings and we had
only vague knowledge of
a virus in Wuhan). The
Government
supported
the global target of “50
by 30” in the UN road
safety declaration (meaning a 50 per cent cut
in road traffic deaths and injuries by 2030).
At home, it set a new casualty reduction
target
for
Highways
England.
The
governments and administrations in Scotland,
Wales, Northern Ireland, London and
elsewhere have adopted targets for their
areas. The missing but vital piece of the
jigsaw is a target for the UK.

But in 2010 this changed: targets were
abandoned and Westminster Governments
ever since have ducked the issue, paying no
heed to the EU target to halve road deaths by
2020, which they endorsed in 2011. Currently
sitting on the laptop of a DfT official is a
report from WSP and Loughborough University
on the value of road safety targets, a report
the DfT commissioned. It may say that targets
do not guarantee outcomes. True – there is no
simple dose; but it will be very surprising if it
does not say, with absolute clarity, that the
overwhelming view of those involved in trying
to make our streets safer and reduce
casualties is that national targets are
desperately needed – indeed, it is the single

Why then is this Government so deaf to this
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CALL FOR ROAD SAFETY TARGETS (continued)
Is it fear of upsetting the motoring lobby? Mainstream motoring groups, including the RAC and AA,
who are supportive of targets. The push for autonomous vehicles, electric vehicles and possibly
road pricing are surely bigger irritations for the small yet noisy minority.
The PM now accepts the need to tackle
obesity and poor nutrition. His spin-doctors
publicise his latest diet and daily exercise. Is
it concerned about failing to meet the
targets? This Government has endorsed some
extremely ambitious targets and recognises
that the value of targets is in setting
direction and galvanising action and not
about precisely achieving them.
Perhaps all these things play some part. But
there is an additional factor – an intellectual
failure.
Governments
have
convinced
themselves that we have a good record and
road safety is “done”. Every minister’s road
safety speech starts with the line “The UK has
some of the safest roads in the world.” This is
often followed by the comment that the lowhanging fruit has been picked and it is now
too hard to make progress. More insidious is a
notion that road “accidents” are the fault of
the individual and the answer is to persuade
road users, especially the young, the old and
the vulnerable, to be more careful. It is also
a failure to recognise that safety is a crucial
element of other agendas – active travel,
public health, air quality, decarbonisation,
justice and more.

There is so much that could and should be
done – safer vehicles, safer roads, better
regulation, and encouraging use of safer
modes. The UK has the expertise. There are
tremendous opportunities to exploit new
technologies, to support exports and ‘global
Britain’. There is also widespread support for
more action, from Police & Crime
Commissioners to local authorities, motoring
organisations, cyclists and others.
The Government’s Road Safety Statement
2019 has a two-year action plan. The two
years will soon be up and it is time for
renewal. Simple but
ambitious
road
casualty
targets,
preferably in line with
the global targets that
the
Government
supports, should be the
cornerstone of the new
strategy. If the UK
wants to be taken
seriously as a leader in road safety, it must
stop resting on its laurels, taking credit for
casualty reductions that happened in previous
decades, and recognise its recent poor
performance.

Targets alone do not guarantee outcomes – they need to be backed by commitment, plans and
resources – but without them we face another decade in which some 1,800 people will die and
30,000 will be seriously injured each year on our roads.
REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES
(Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy)

Monday 27th September 2021
The Guildhall, Hull
Find out more at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hull-2021/
and follow the link to the booking form
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FAILURE TO CARRY OUT AN APPROPRIATE RISK ASSESSMENT
An environmental management services company has been fined after a worker was fatally injured
by a reversing vehicle. Northampton Crown Court heard how in April 2016, an employee of was
fatally crushed when he tripped and fell under the wheels of a refuse lorry whilst on a routine
collection of recyclable refuse.
An investigation by the Health and Safety
Executive (HSE) into the incident found that a
suitable and sufficient risk assessment had
not been carried out for the collection route
and there was a failure to adequately
supervise the waste and recycling round.

The Company involved London pleaded guilty
to breaching Section 3(1) of the Health &
Safety at Work etc Act 1974. They have been
fined £1,020,000 and ordered to pay costs of
£60,476.

The HSE inspector said:
“This tragic incident led to the death of a young man, which could so easily have been avoided by
simply carrying out a suitable and sufficient route risk assessment and identifying where reversing
could be avoided. Those in control of workplaces are responsible for identifying and implementing
suitable methods of working to reduce the need for vehicle reversing. Companies should be aware
that HSE will not hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action against those that fall below the
required standards”.

STYRELF LONG LIFE
(A new blend of road surfacing material)
Highways England is trialling a new type of material in Northamptonshire for resurfacing roads
which aims to help them last longer. A section of
dual carriageway on the A43 is the first time it
has been used with high traffic levels in the UK
making Northamptonshire the first county in the
UK to be treated with a new asphalt mix,
developed in partnership with Tarmac and Total.
The mix is held together by a new bitumen mix
called Styrelf Long Life which is designed to be
more resistant to the elements by oxidising more
slowly. This slower process means that the road
surface stays flexible for longer, preventing
cracks forming.
Highways England expects to resurface motorways and major A-roads every 10-12 years because the
weather and the weight of heavy traffic causing the surface to deteriorate and crack. Once cracks
start to emerge the surface breaks up very quickly and laboratory tests have shown that an
‘innovative’ blend of materials can help extend the life of the road surface.
The aim is that by creating a more durable road surface that fewer repairs will lead to less money
needing to be spent on maintenance lading to lower carbon emissions caused by such work and less
disruption for road users
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THE UK DRIVING TEST – TOP TEN REASONS FOR FAILURE
The DVSA are urging both driver trainers and driving test candidates not to present themselves or
their pupils for test until they are as sure as they can be that they will be successful.
It is noted that the driving test pass rate was 45.9% between April 2019 and March 2020 which
overall is and has been pretty much the case over many years. The rate itself
often comes in for much criticism as it does not appear to have improved over
the years despite the claim that training is much better than it has ever been.
However the testing regime is highly regarded and provided it is fairly and
consistently applied and only allows for those who demonstrate on the day
that they are safe to drive in the future unaccompanied then does it really
matter that in some people’s eyes it is low.
There is some evidence to suggest that in a minority of instances candidates
that present themselves for test are simply not “test ready” and there are
cases of friction between driver trainers and pupils who insist often against the
advice of the trainer that they are simply not ready. However there is
pressure, particularly in the current situation where the waiting time for a
person deferring or needing to re-take a driving test is months which is
potentially fuelling a situation whereby people who are not up to the standard
are “giving it a go” not being successful and leading to a clogging up of the
system which is already under strain.
Whatever ones view of the manner in which the driving test is conducted the
UK system is regarded as one of the best in the world for ensuing that drivers
are safe once they have passed the test albeit that certainly road safety
practitioners are always trying to express the view that learning to drive is not
just about passing the test but regretfully the whole approach to driving is
geared towards that end rather than the over-arching principles of learning a
skill which is about “Safe Driving for Life” as promoted by the DVSA.
It is therefore perhaps for that reason that many believe the driving test needs
reviewing but as is often admitted coming up with a better way is not easy to
determine.
The DVSA have published the top ten reasons that people fail their driving test
and I have to say that this pretty much embraces the whole learning process:
 Not making effective observations at junctions
 Not using mirrors correctly when changing direction
 Not having proper control of the steering
 Incorrect positioning when turning right at junctions
 Not moving off safely
 Not responding appropriately to traffic lights
 Poor positioning on the road during normal driving
 Not responding correctly to traffic signs
 Not having control of the vehicle when moving off
 Not keeping control of the vehicle during reverse parking
You can find a copy of a document constructed by the Graham Feest Consultancy from information supplied
“Top Ten Reasons for Failing the Driving Test with supporting comments” at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after
which
it
will
be
located
at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-documents-codes-of-practice/
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MORE INVESTMENT IN BIKEABILITY
A further £18 million in funding for the Bikeability Cycle Training Scheme has been announced as a
means to further encourage and give more confidence to children and families to make more
journeys by bicycle
The scheme which was first introduced in 2007 under the title of
Bikeability and ‘goes beyond the playground’ which most children
were familiar with back in the eighties and nineties, with teaching
children to cycle safely on modern roads.
At different levels of the scheme, children learn how to:






Develop early cycle handling and awareness skills
(Bikeability Balance)
Master pedalling (Bikeability Learn to Ride)
Prepare for on-road cycling (Level 1)
Cycle on single-lane roads and simple junctions (Level 2)
Handle busier streets, complex junctions and roundabouts (Level 3)

For families looking to improve their confidence cycling together bespoke Bikeability Family
training sessions with an instructor are available aimed at giving confidence in a range of scenarios
ranging from a weekend rides to taking the children to school.
How things have changed when only a few years ago Bikeability funding was on a target list for
being discontinued but the active travel agenda has made a significant difference to the stance the
Government has now on funding such initiatives.
SMART MOTORWAY UPDATE 2
The Secretary of State for Transport has stated that alongside the measures already announced that
all new “All Lane Running (ALR) motorways” will open with stopped vehicle detection technology in
place, as well as a programme to speed up the roll-out of the technology on previously built
stretches of ALR motorways. This is aimed to ensure that all new smart motorways will only open
with the technology in place to spot stopped or broken-down vehicles ‘quickly’.
Smart motorways, which use variable speed limits and hard
shoulder running to manage traffic and tackle stop-start
congestion, were introduced in England in 2002 but now most
common type is all-lane-running (ALR) which first appeared in
2014 and involves opening the hard shoulder permanently to
drivers.

Government data shows that ALR motorways are one of the safest types of road in the country –
adding that drivers on a conventional motorway are 33% more likely to be involved in a fatal
collision than drivers on an ALR motorway. However there is much to be done to persuade a major
part of the motoring public that these roads are as safe as what the data shows.
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RED LIGHT ENFORCEMENT
Jenoptik Traffic Solutions UK has gained Home Office Type Approval for a new red light
enforcement system that uses a stand-alone camera to spot violations at signal-controlled junctions
which unlike other devices on the market operates in a ‘non-invasive’ way removing the need for
loops or strips in the junction’s road surface.
The camera monitors the signal heads, meaning there is no need to physically connect the traffic
lights with the enforcement system.
The newly-approved red light device uses the same VECTOR2
ANPR camera platform and Jenoptik’s own 3D tracking radar
and describe it as lightweight and capable of being mounted on
a passively-safe pole or existing street furniture. Because it
works independently of the signals and road surface it is simple
to install and cost-effective to maintain.

PENALTY POINTS AND INSURANCE COSTS
Some recent research by Compare the Market would seem to indicate that drivers who get just
three points on their licence has little effect on insurance costs and suggests therefore that using
the rising cost of insurance at that level of offending makes little or no difference.
Compare the Market says that the average quote for
a car insurance premium in Britain for a driver who
has zero points on their licence is £700*. When
three penalty points are added then drivers
seemingly only face paying £5 more on average.
However when a driver goes from having three to
six points, the average insurance quote goes from
£705 to £937 – that’s an average increase of £232,
or £39 per point. Increasing your points from here
say by a further three points giving nine in total
seems to result in a £40 increase to an average
quote of £977.
In March 2021, 2.64 million drivers had points
on their licence, according to Compare the
Market’s analysis of DVLA (Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Agency) figures. This represents a
year-on-year decrease of three per cent.

The SL6 postcode in Maidenhead has 5,484
drivers with penalty points – more than
anywhere else. Second is Northampton (NN3)
with 4,994, while third is Slough (SL1) with
4,377.

The DVLA’s data also shows that 71% of
penalty points are given to men, while 60%
are accrued by drivers over the age of 40.
Drivers who build up 12 or more points on their licence and escape being banned with many using
the controversial “exceptional hardship” argument in court the average car insurance quote is
£1,009 and where a motorist has 13 or more points they can expect to pay an average of £1,356.
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ROAD USERS CHARGING
Road Users Charging is set to become a reality sooner rather than later now although it has been
talked about for years with many supporting the theory that you should pay in accordance with your
road usage rather than a flat cost (with some slight variations) levied on everyone and at the same
time such a charge ought to take into consideration any road tax, third party insurance and fuel
duty.
This is now something we need to adopt to get people to understand that the journeys they make
add to the global crisis of climate change along with the need to change our exchequer funding
following the demise which will occur come 2030 when fuel duty and VAT are no longer as vehicles
become propelled by fossil free means.
There is becoming a positive if not inevitable
consideration which has to be given as to whether the
next car purchase is either totally electric or at the
very least hybrid and those who hide in the sand will
find it increasing difficult to do so in the coming
years. 2030 is now only a matter of eight plus years
away – for some that is the current lifetime of a car
and for others it means that if they do not change this
time round they will have no choice next.
Although still high for many the price of electric cars is beginning to fall, more charging points are
being installed on a daily basis, home charging points are being fitted and battery life and available
distance which can be travelled is increasing. There are equally those who have made the switch
reporting substantial saving so the scene is set. There is also the prospect that if a charge in this
way was made people would think about the number and type of journeys they make by car - giving
rise to fewer cars being on the road at any one time as people think more about the daily costs of
the using the vehicle. In addition the reduction demonstrated in the recent lockdowns has led to a
reduction in the number of road casualties so there is potentially a double win on the horizon.
Baroness Brown of Cambridge, chair of the Climate Change Committee (CCC)’s Adaptation
Committee, has given her support to highly personalised road user charging, suggesting it could be
in line with wider trends in the insurance sector. She argues that public attitudes have changed on
this issue and that road user charging would be a ‘fair’ way to handle motoring taxation after the
phasing out of diesel and petrol vehicles. She also added that if you can have a system that takes
emissions into account that would be fairer to everyone. We are now seeing insurance companies
looking at having a system for charging you based on how and where and when you drive. So this
kind of monitoring is coming.
The Baroness argues that the UK needs to take action in four key areas: reducing demand and
improving efficiency, encouraging the take-up of low carbon solutions, developing more zerocarbon electricity production and offsetting emissions.
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Can you identify these locations from
around Great Britain situated in the North
East, North West, Midlands, South West,
London, Scotland and Wales?
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