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HIGHWAY CODE CONSULTATION 
 

This consultation is seeking views on proposed changes to The Highway Code to improve safety for 

vulnerable road users. This includes pedestrians, particularly children, older adults and disabled 

people, cyclists and horse riders.  

It is worthwhile to note that The Highway Code contains 

advice to all road users and is made under the Road Traffic 

Act 1988 and is a collection of rules of two types: 

• MUST/MUST NOT rules relate to legislation and if you breach 

these rules you are committing an offence. These rules include 

reference to the legislation which creates the offence; and 

• SHOULD/SHOULD NOT or DO/DO NOT rules are advisory and 

breach in itself is not an offence but it may be used in court 

when considering evidence in relation to driving or riding 

behaviour. 

This is a review of certain parts of The Highway Code with 

particular reference to vulnerable road users. It is not a major 

re-write of the document itself. 

However there are 3 key changes that are being proposed through this consultation: 

• Introducing a hierarchy of road users which 

ensures that those road users who can do the 

greatest harm have the greatest responsibility 

to reduce the danger or threat they may pose to 

others; 

• Clarifying existing rules on pedestrian priority 

on pavements and that drivers and riders should 

give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to 

cross the road; 

• Establishing guidance on safe passing 

distances and speeds when overtaking cyclists 

or horse riders, and ensuring that they have 

priority at junctions when travelling straight 

ahead 

This approach is followed through in the proposals and is laid out in the document entitled “Cycling 

and Walking Investment Strategy: Safety Review Consultation on a review of The Highway Code”  

• Introduction; 

• Rules for pedestrians (Rules 1 to 19); 

• Rules about animals (Rule 52); 

• Rules for cyclists (Rules 59 to 82); 

• Rules for drivers and motorcyclists (Rule 97); 

• General rules, techniques and advice for all drivers and riders (Rules 123 to 151); 

• Using the road (Rules 160 to 199); 

• Road users requiring extra care (Rules 204 to 215); 

• Waiting and parking (Rule 239) 

• Annex 1: You and your bicycle; and 

• Annex 6: Vehicle maintenance, safety and security. 

 

The closing date to respond to this consultation is Tuesday 27th October 2020.  

 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/ 
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ROAD CASUALTIES GREAT BRITAIN 2019 – (FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE) 

According to provisional figures the outcome from crashes and collisions on the roads of Great 

Britain is 2019 was that a total of 153,315 people were killed or injured according to the 

preliminary statistical information released at the end of July by the Department of Transport.  

The focus of course will be on the 1,748 who were killed where we are reminded repeatedly that 

this number has now been more or less the same for the last ten years despite the overall number 

of people reported to have been injured falling at a reasonable rate. 

However we look at this - one has to question 

as to whether the work we do is based upon 

the right information. There is a great deal of 

reliance on stats 19 to provide information 

arising from what has happened when the 

crash has taken place and very little on being 

able to look at the vast number of crashes and 

collisions which happen where no one in 

injured. If we only knew, about what the real 

problems are whether that be the need for a 

different engineering approach, a different 

emphasis on the way in which we provide 

education to road users and where their 

knowledge gap might be and whether or not 

we are really targeting our enforcement 

regimes in the right direction it might give rise 

to stopping the crash in the first place and the 

subsequent outcomes which arise. Alas under 

the current reporting systems which only 

documents injury crashes we are unlikely to 

get the real data we need to make a 

difference. 

There is a cross roads in a residential street not far from my front door which carries very little 

traffic and yet two of the four walls on the corners spend more time as a pile of rubble where 

someone has crashed into them than they do standing and as one occupant said to me the number 

of times it gets knocked down each year is just dependent upon how fast the builders can replace 

it. This site has never been investigated as there is no official record anywhere because no one has 

been killed or injured and yet there is clearly something wrong and before long someone will get 

hurt.    

Whilst a lot has been achieved by adopting the Safe Systems approach that is helping to mitigate 

the injuries caused by drivers who genuinely make mistakes we do need to go further. Maybe the 

emphasis therefore needs to change from preventing injuries to preventing the crash or collision in 

the first place. Hence no crash would mean no death or injury and a vast financial saving in bent 

metal. We need to look at death and injury as an outcome of the crash or collision having happened 

but equally we need to find a way of capturing all incidents which happen on the road and not just 

where someone dies or is injured in order to determine a better response. 

The statistical information found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  or 

at:https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/road-casualties-great-britain-2019/ 
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FATIGUE MANAGEMENT 

 

The accreditation scheme FORS has launched a new training package designed to help fleet 

managers better manage driver fatigue.  

 

Time Smart is the latest addition to the FORS Professional training portfolio 

and comprises a toolkit and two interactive learning webinars, Time Smart 

- Fatigue Management and Time Smart – Drivers’ Hours. The learning 

package is designed for FORS members who have direct line management 

responsibilities for driver shift planning, monitoring of fatigue and ensuring 

compliance with drivers’ hours regulations. This includes shift supervisors, 

transport managers, owner operators and those with line management 

responsibility. The Time Smart fleet manager toolkit, which is available 

free to all FORS members, provides practical advice and resources, as well 

as internal communication materials. It has been designed to help 

supervisors and managers of all vehicle types adopt industry best practice regarding both fatigue 

and drivers’ hour management. 

 

AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE READINESS 

 

The UK has been ranked ninth out of 30 countries in a study which assesses ‘autonomous vehicle 

readiness’s. The 2020 Autonomous Vehicles Readiness 

Index from KPMG ranks countries according to policy 

and legislation, technology and innovation, 

infrastructure and consumer acceptance. It reports 

that the Government and industry have invested close 

to £200m establishing six test facilities for autonomous 

vehicles (AVs) in south-east and central England. It also 

found that the UK’s technology companies, 

universities, and research institutions are making a 

significant contribution to its AV capabilities. However, the UK has dropped two places in terms of 

its progress since last year according to the index. 

 

HUMAN CHEESE GRATER 

 

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Colorado State Patrol (CSP) have unveiled a 

new tactic to remind motorcyclists in the state to 

wear helmets and other protective gear. A human 

cheese grater has been painted on the road at 

locations throughout the state of Colorado and aims 

to remind bikers that falling on asphalt at any speed 

can result in serious bodily injury or death. Apart 

from appropriate training the campaign reminds 

motorcyclist of the devastation of not wearing 

proper gear, includes boots that cover the ankles, riding pants and jacket, gloves, eye protection 

and a helmet. In 2019 there were 103 motorcyclists killed on Colorado roads, accounting for 17 

percent of all roadway deaths. Motorcycles comprise only three percent of vehicles on the road. So 

far this year 63 motorcyclists have been killed in traffic crashes, up 13 percent from this time last 

year. 
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DAILY WALK AROUND CHECKS 

 

From a survey compiled from more than 500 UK and Ireland-based drivers carried out by vehicle 

and fleet safety specialist, CameraMatics, 39.3% of HGV drivers carry out no walk around vehicle 

checks and 15.8% stated that they rarely complete checks. As a vital method of monitoring vehicle 

condition, only 29.4% of drivers claimed to always carry out checks, while 15.5% “usually do them”. 

In January 2020, the DVSA reported that 85% of lorry defects can be picked up during a visual check 

which provides drivers and operators with crucial status updates on the operational condition on 

their vehicles. An unlimited fine and, in extreme cases, a prison sentence can be given to drivers 

found in operation of a dangerous vehicle. Evidence of walk around checks could prove crucial in 

the event of a crash. CameraMatics also surveyed 250 HGV fleet managers and found that 50% of 

respondents operated a paper-and-pen-based system for such checks whereas the use of an app-

based system is shown to significantly improve safety and compliance. 

 

24/7 BUS LANES 

 

There will a wide difference of opinion from 

all road users as Transport for London has 

announced plans to extend bus lane hours on 

its busiest routes to run 24/7. The proposal 

which aims to provide a more reliable service 

throughout the day and reflects the changing 

commuter habits will end confusion as to 

whether the bus lane is in operation or not 

and what time it starts and ends and could 

well lead to other cities adopting a similar 

move if the trials prove successful. TFL’s 

initiative is to make buses more attractive to 

commuters. If more people catch the bus, 

fewer people drive cars in the city and less 

pollution is generated. Also, less traffic 

encourages more cyclists due to safer roads, 

and a further drop in emissions. The 24/7 bus 

lane trial is set to commence in late summer 

and will run for a minimum of six months. 

 

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF CYCLE HIRE IN LONDON 

 

TfL is celebrating ten years since they introduced the cycle hire scheme initially sponsored by 

Barclays and now Santander. The scheme commenced on 30th July 

2010 with 350 docking stations across eight London boroughs and in 

the first year 6.2 million hires were made. Santander became 

involved in 2015. Santander Cycles became involved in May 2015. Now 

there are 781 docking stations and more than 12,000 bikes available. 

Some of the memorable dates are: 

 

 July 2010 – Cycle hire is launched  

 December 2013 – Cycle hire extended with the opening of 150 new docking stations, in Wandsworth, 

Hammersmith & Fulham, Lambeth and Kensington & Chelsea 

 May 2015 – Santander and TfL announce a seven-year partnership  

 May 2015 – An app was launched to make it easier to find and hire bikes 

 January 2016 – Cycles expands to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and during the year all cycles are 

fitted with laser lights to increase visibility. The lights project a symbol of a bicycle six metres in 

front of the cycle, onto the ground, giving cyclists a larger footprint on the road 

 October 2017 –New cycles arrive offering riders improved handling, safety and comfort 

 February 2018 – Santander Cycles extend to Brixton  

 December 2019 –Docking stations open at Blackfriars, Victoria, Queensway and Paddington stations 
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WALKING AND CYCLING IN 2019 
 

The Department for Transport has published Walking and Cycling Statistics, England: 2019, based on 

the National Travel Survey (NTS) and the Active Lives Survey but the news in terms of the 

Government Strategy to get people walking and cycling more is nowhere near making the progress 

it had hoped to achieve. 

 

For the future it will be interesting to see what effect Covid 19 will 

have had when it comes to looking at the 2020 statistics although it 

will be a year later (2021 figures) to see whether they has been any 

sustained increase. Whilst we are anticipating a rise over Covid of 

people cycling many express the view that they have done so given 

the time they have had and it would not an option when it comes to 

returning to normality. There were a similar comments made by 

those who had taken time to exercise by walking. 

 

In terms of 2019 people in England walked an 

average of 205 miles, down from 210 the 

previous year. The number of ‘stages’ walked 

also fell from 347 in 2018 to 332. 

 

More than two-thirds (71%) of adults, in 

England walked at least once a week. 

 

Nearly all (98%) local authorities had at least 

60% of their adult population walking at least 

once a week. Officials said this was broadly 

similar to the previous year. 

 

While the number of stages cycled in 2019 

was the same as 2018, the average distance 

cycled fell from 58 to 54 miles. 

 

Officials said the average number of miles 

cycled has generally increased over time. 

However, last year’s average mileage was 

only marginally higher than 2015 (53 miles). 

 

According to the NTS, walking represented 

26% of all trips made but only 3% of all 

distance travelled. 

 

Unsurprisingly cycling got people relatively 

further for the (smaller) number of trips, 

constituting 1% of all distance travelled for 

just 2% of all trips made. 

 

Around quarter (24%) of walking trips are for 

pleasure - while a fifth (21%) of walking trips 

is for the purpose of education or escorting or 

accompanying children to school. 

 

More than a third (36%) of cycling trips are for 

commuting/business, while a similar 

proportion (34%) are for leisure purposes, 

such as to visit friends, entertainment, sport, 

holiday and for day trips. 
 

In 2019, women on average made 15% more 

walking trips than men but men made three 

times more cycle trips than women (24 trips 

compared to 8 trips) 

 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information/ 
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The Graham Feest Traffic Safety Roads newsletter is distributed free to a wide range of road 

safety practitioners. Comments on the items are welcomed as are any articles or points which 

readers may wish to make that are either directly related to a published item, an expression of 

personal views or an article of a relevant and topical nature. Any contributions will be 

appropriately assigned and the Graham Feest Consultancy has the final say on what it included.        

Send any contributions to graham@grahamfeest.com 
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GRADUATED DRIVER LICENCING 

Graduated driver licencing will once again be discussed by MPs early in September as part of an 

inquiry into young and novice driver safety. GDL is a scheme which has wide ranging views both for 

and against as to its overall value places restrictions on new drivers, such as not being able to drive 

at night – or not driving with passengers under a certain age in the car and its introduction has long 

been debated by the Government, who in 2019 committed to review and consult on GDL as part of 

its road safety action plan. 

Many would say that the very two things which 

are given as examples are not properly taught 

when someone is learning to drive and maybe 

that is where the focus should be rather than on 

implementing restrictions which then need to be 

enforced and then after a given period of time 

allowing the driver full access but still not 

having received any training in these areas.   

However the issue will be raised during the first 

evidence session of the Transport Committee’s 

relaunched inquiry into young and novice 

drivers, which takes place on 2nd September 2020 when MPs are due to hear from Dr Neale 

Kinnear, head of behavioural science at TRL, along with Elizabeth Box, head of research at the RAC 

Foundation, and Mary Williams OBE, chief executive of Brake all believed to be in favour of GDL but 

with no one seemingly identified to balance the argument. 

The Graham Feest Consultancy has long been of the view that we should use the evidence showing 

where young drivers are becoming involved in crashes and improve our training and testing in those 

areas.  

SUV’s NOT HELPING POLLUTION? 

A new campaign from The New Weather Institute, a UK-based think tank is putting pressure on the 

Government to ban adverts promoting the biggest and most polluting new cars. Whilst we are trying 

to reduce our carbon footprints to tackle the climate change, we have a multi-billion pound car and 

advertising industry aggressively marketing highly polluting vehicles – many of which are literally 

too big for UK streets and protest that their misleading ads promise us freedom and escape – but 

the reality of urban road conditions is grinding traffic 

jams, toxic air pollution and spiralling carbon 

emissions from road transport that will trash our 

climate goals. The ‘Badvertising’ campaign has been 

launched on the back of figures showing sports utility 

vehicles (SUVs) as an example make up more than 

40% of the new cars sold in the UK. Conversely, fully 

electric vehicles account for fewer than 2% and the 

campaign blames ‘aggressive advertising’ for the 

trend towards ‘ever larger, more fuel hungry 

vehicles’ – and warns it is pushing Britain ‘further and 

further off track’ to meet its targets.  

Aside from pollution, the campaign estimates more than 150,000 new cars were sold in 2019 which 

are too big to fit in a standard parking space. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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COULD THERE BE A SHORTAGE OF DRIVER TRAINERS? 

According to data from the Department of Transport there were 39,521 registered ADIs in the UK at 

the start of 2020 – a far cry from recent years when the number was well into the 40,000’s and 

pleas from those in the profession to halt further additions to the register. Whilst the numbers have 

significantly reduced since the peak there are still those who would prefer to see fewer. The main 

problem with all this is that there are individuals who believe that because they can drive they will 

be able to teach and whilst the system is supposed to stop that happening we do get those who slip 

through the net who should never have graduated. 
 

 
 

There are now a view however that UK could 

see a national shortage of driving instructors in 

the not too distant future based on various 

population hypothesis of those who become 17 

and 18 wishing to learn to drive and yet we 

have learned over recent years that those in 

that age group are not rushing out to take 

lessons when they reach the age of 17 with 

many leaving it until they end higher education. 

 

With 695,549 people turning 17 years and 

potentially looking to start driving given the 

number of driver trainers this works out at 

about 17.59 learners per instructor based on 

current levels. However it is not as simple as 

that. Generally speaking only around one third 

of approved driver trainers devote all of their 

time to teaching learner drivers. A further third 

spend half of their time using the other 50% to 

do fleet work and driver training schemes etc 

and the final third don’t touch learner drivers at 

all. This potentially means that there are 

estimated, based on current numbers 20,000 

whole time equivalent driver trainers in the 

learner market place the equivalent of around 

30 learners per instructor. Alongside this we 

have to take into account that whilst those 

instructors who only do learner drivers they may 

not training all day every day. However this 

calculation is based on all 17 year olds wishing 

to learn to drive in that particular year which is  

 

 

not the case but does present a guide of the 

overall number at whatever age they might 

start the process. 

 

However it is not beyond the bounds of 

possibility that we could see a rise in the 

number of driver trainers as more people are 

made redundant and see teaching people to 

drive as a worthwhile new venture either in the 

short term or for the long term future and this 

despite the expectation regarding the number 

of instructors who will retire in the coming 

years or in some instances have decided after a 

layoff of several months to retire earlier and 

not return to the scene. 

 

Despite the number of young people not taking 

up driving until they come to the end of their 

education I am minded that the Governments 

early post Covid strategy of - Walk, Cycle, Go by 

car and avoid public transport - could push 

people to thinking more positively about 

learning to drive at the age of 17 once again. 

 

Of course the old chestnut is what does a driver 

trainer charge for a lesson and clearly some are 

still far too cheap. A colleague of mine said 

“you charge what you think you are worth” – 

this strategy indicates that some do not think 

they are worth much! If as a driver trainer you 

are charging less than £30.00 per hour I have to 

suggest you don’t consider yourself as being 

very good and so perhaps you ought to think 

about a new career. You would struggle to get a 

music instrument lesson pro-rata for that price. 

So the questions remain is there a problem on the horizon which 37,000 trainers cannot cope, 

should we attempt to inflate the approved driving instructors register and should we charge more 

of our professional services. 
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RAISING THE SPEED LIMIT ON MOTORWAY ROAD WORK SITES 
 

Speed limits through roadworks on England’s motorways will be raised to 60mph, Highways England 

has announced following “extensive and innovative research” and feedback from road users who 

expressed frustration at the existing 50mph limit. The research shows raising the limit by 10mph 

will bring safety benefits, as well as improving traffic flow according to Highways England. 
 

The research involved trialling 60mph speed 

limits on eight schemes for between six to eight-

week at the higher speed limit at eight roadwork 

zones on the M1, M4 and M6. Findings from the 

trials showed that drivers saved an average of 

3780 hours on journey times each day. Road 

workers operating at the sites were happy with 

safety in the zones and chose to retain the 

higher limit after the trials were completed.  
 

There are different rules for the three different 

types of roadworks. The 60mph limit is being applied on all sections classed as 'permanent' by 

Highways England. For sections classed as contraflows, it is only being introduced on stretches of 

road where main construction activity isn't taking place, and in 'dynamic' sections of roadworks the 

limit is only applicable on non-working days.  
 

OVERHEAD MOTORWAY POWERLINES 
 

A plan to install overhead charging cables for electric trucks on the slow lanes of the UK’s 

motorways has been published. 

 

The plan, which is expected to cost around 

£19.3bn, is part of the government’s aim to 

achieve zero carbon emissions by 2050. If 

approved, an £80m pilot programme could be 

rolled out along 40 miles of the M180 between 

the A156 and the M18 in South Yorkshire. The site 

has been selected because of its high levels of 

HGV traffic from Immingham port and its 

proximity to several national distribution logistics 

companies. 
 

Under the proposal, trucks using electric drivetrains could use the inside lanes of motorways, taking 

power via pantographs from overhead cables similar to the method used on railways or trams. The 

electricity would charge the truck’s electric motor and recharge an on-board electric battery that 

would harness enough power to take the vehicles to their destinations beyond the electrified roads 

 

PRIVATE CAR PARKING FIRMS 

The RAC Foundation analysis of DVLA data has found Private Parking Firms issued almost a quarter 

(24%) more tickets in 2019-20 compared with the previous 12 months handing out 8.4 million tickets 

to British drivers during the last financial year suggesting tickets are being issued at a rate of one 

every four seconds. Parking companies can obtain vehicle keeper records from the DVLA to chase 

car owners for alleged infringements in private car parks with each costing up to £100. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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A BOLD VISION FOR WALKING AND CYCLING 

The Government has set out its vision to make England a ‘great walking and cycling nation’ which 

will be funded by the £2bn of new money announced earlier this year for walking and cycling. The 

plan, announced by prime has set out a ‘comprehensive, long term vision’ to embed the benefits of 

walking and cycling into daily lives and includes. 

A Government commitment to  build ‘thousands of 

miles’ of protected cycle routes in towns and 

cities, underpinned by new higher standards for 

cycling infrastructure; 

Cycle training will be made available for every 

child and adult who wants it, accessible through 

schools, local authorities or direct from cycle 

training schemes; 

GPs will be encouraged to prescribe cycling, with 

patients able to access bikes through their local 

surgery; 

Installing more cycle racks at transport hubs, town 

and city centres and public buildings, as well as 

new bike hangars and on street storage for people 

who don’t have space to keep a bike at home; 

Improving the National Cycle Network; 

Creating a long term cycling programme and 

budget to ensure a guaranteed pipeline of funding; 

Making streets safer by consulting to strengthen 

the Highway Code to better protect pedestrians 

and cyclists; 

Creating more low traffic neighbourhoods to 

reduce rat running, including by consulting on 

communities’ right to close side streets – including 

putting in place more ‘School Streets’ to reduce 

traffic by schools; 

Funding for 12 new ‘Mini Hollands’ and creating at 

least one zero-emission transport city centre; 

Increasing access to e-bikes by setting up a new 

national e-bike programme, to help those who are 

older, have to travel long distances or are less fit 

to take up cycling. 

Members of the public can now apply for a £50 voucher to carry out bike repairs, as part of a new pilot 

scheme. The Fix your Bike voucher scheme aims to encourage people to get back into cycling – by getting 

their old bikes fixed and ensuring they are safe to ride. Cycling UK 

estimates there are 16.5 million bikes sitting in the hallways and sheds 

of England unused and neglected. It says many of these bikes will 

require simple maintenance to start working again, with common 

complaints such as loose brakes, skipping gears and flat tyres. As part of 

its Big Bike Revival scheme, Cycling UK will be sending out mechanics to 

fix minor repairs and check to make sure bikes are safe and roadworthy. 

These trained mechanics – known as Dr Bikes – will appear at pop up 

events around the country, aiming to help fix 100,000 bikes over the 

three months it runs. For bikes needing further assistance, owners will 

be referred to retailers using the government’s £50 bike repair voucher 

scheme.  

 

GPs will be encouraged to prescribe cycling to patients as part of new 

Government plans to tackle obesity. The scheme is set to be the 

Government’s ‘biggest initiative to encourage more people to take up exercise’ – driven by Public Health 

England research which shows being overweight puts people at greater risk of serious illness or death 

from Covid-19. It will be piloted in areas identified as having poor health and physical activity rates, 

with a view to a nationwide expansion if successful. The plans are also expected to encourage GP 

surgeries to participate in bicycle schemes, to make cycling easier and cheaper to take up. 

 

A copy of the document can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/ 
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CHARITABLE FUNDS UP FOR GRABS 

A £300,000 fund has been opened to help local authorities respond to changing road use and 

emerging road safety issues as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Launched by the Road Safety Trust, the fund will be open to applications on 15th September 2020 

for five weeks. Each project will get between £20,000 and £50,000. 

Since it was established in 2014, the Road Safety Trust has awarded grants worth £3.7m to 49 

different projects. 

Sally Lines, chief executive of Road Safety Trust said:  

“We are pleased to be able to reintroduce our grant-giving this year and be responsive to current 

road safety issues with our Small Grants Plus Programme to help smaller local projects around the 

UK. We are focusing this round of funding on the changing road use and emerging safety issues as a 

result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Projects should have the potential for being brought to scale, 

with the ultimate goal of reducing deaths and injuries both locally, and across the UK.” 

 

BRIDGE STRIKES 

According to Network Rail, in 2019/20 there were 1720 bridge strikes that were reported; a 

reduction of 11.3% from the previous year but still 

amounting to five every day. Of these strikes, 328 

locations received multiple strikes and the most 

expensive single strike amounted to £1.8 million in 

train delay costs.  

Most of the vehicles that hit railway bridges are 

Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) as well as an 

increasing number of buses over the last ten years, 

at a cost of around £13,000 per strike – costing the 

UK taxpayer around £23m in a year according to Network Rail. Network Rail research has shown 43% 

of lorry drivers admit to not measuring their vehicle before heading out on the road, and 52% admit 

to not taking low bridges into account. 

The Bridge Strike Prevention Group (BSPG), part of the UK Network Management Board, seeks to 

influence the management of all bridges over roads in Great Britain so the risk of vehicular strikes 

is as low as reasonably practicable and the safety and reliability of both the road and rail networks 

is maintained. Through its activities the Group seeks to help drive policy and promote changes in 

legislation to reduce the risk of bridge strikes, monitor the size and trends of the hazard of bridge 

strikes, and identify areas where the risk is increasing, as well as support the development of cost 

effective measures for the prevention and mitigation of bridge strikes, and monitor their 

effectiveness. 

Richard Bevins, Managing Director of Coeval said 

“It will take a collaborative effort from all those responsible for managing the road and rail 

networks as well as those who use them, to reduce the amount of bridge strikes that happen across 

the UK every year and continuing research for solutions to help reduce the amount of strikes was 

vital to help increase levels of safety and awareness as well as reduce the amount of costs and 

delays.” 
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A DUTCH ROUND-A-BOUT 

Something new in the UK but get used to it because it is a sign of things to come where 

pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles can be 

segregated and the emphasis is on the 

protection and right of way of the 

vulnerable road user thereby dictating 

that drivers have to give way. It will take 

a bit of getting used to in the UK and will 

remain controversial so far as car drivers 

are concerned as they lose their 

dominance. Coming across one for the 

first time might well cause a bit of initial 

confusion but as we get more they will 

become a common place road layout. 

Evidence coming from Holland indicates 

up to an 80% drop in casualties. 

The UK's first Dutch-style round a bout has opened in 

Cambridge.(left) It prioritises cyclists and 

pedestrians over drivers. Cyclists have an outer ring 

on the roundabout, with the cycle crossing over each 

of the four approach roads in a contrasting red 

surface. There are also four zebra crossings over 

each approach road for pedestrians. Motorists must 

give way to pedestrians and to cyclists when joining 

and leaving the roundabout. Reduced lane widths on 

the roundabout and at exit and entry points are 

designed to encourage drivers to slow down. 

 

PROJECT EDWARD 

Project EDWARD is being reborn for 2020. Project EDWARD was previously run by the European 

Police network TISPOL and stood for European Day Without A Road Death. The British-

headquartered TISPOL has since rebranded as ROADPOL and will be based in Germany. 

The Association for Road Risk Management (ARRM) 

will now help to manage the 2020 campaign which 

will focus those who drive for work. The campaign 

will be delivered in association with Police forces 

across the UK as well as Highways England through 

their Driving for Better Business Campaign.  

There will be a One Road, One Week campaign of 

police enforcement activity to be held 14th to 18th 

September 2020. Also the week will include a 

number of presentations on line given by road risk 

specialists. 

Government figures show that in 2018 there were approximately 42,000 deaths and injuries 

involving someone who was driving for work at the time. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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VEHICLE ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS 

The number of electric vehicle charging points available to the public in the UK continues to rise 

and according to the latest statistics published by the Department for Transport there were 18,265 

electric vehicle charging devices in the UK as 

at 1st July 2020. 

Despite rising numbers, the Government 

continues to concede that there is an ‘uneven 

geographical distribution’ of electric vehicle 

charging points in the UK. The figures show 

that London has 57 per 100,000 of population 

whereas the national average is around average 

of 27. 

Scotland is above the average, with 35 devices per 100,000 population but Northern Ireland below 

at 16 

The Government says while some local authorities have bid for funding for charging devices, others 

have not. 

AUTOMATED LANE KEEPING SYSTEMS (ALKS) 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has issued a call for evidence into automated lane keeping 

systems (ALKS). Such technology controls a car's movements and can keep it in lane for extended 

periods, although drivers need to be ready to take back control. 

The technology is designed to enable drivers – 

for the first time ever – to delegate the task 

of driving to the vehicle. When activated, the 

system keeps the vehicle within its lane, 

controlling its movements for extended 

periods of time without the driver needing to 

do anything.  

The UK government wants to hear from voices 

within the motoring industry to decide how to 

safely implement the technology, with the 

consultation closing on 27th October 2020. 

The call for evidence will look at whether  

 

ALKS-enabled cars should be classed as 

automated; meaning the technology provider 

rather than the driver would be responsible 

for safety while the system is engaged. 

 

According to the DfT, the technology could be given the go ahead for speeds of up to 70mph, 

potentially making long stretches of tedious motorway driving a thing of the past. ALKS technology 

has already been approved by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), of 

which the UK is a member. 

Mike Hawes, chief executive of the Society for Motor Manufacturers and Traders, said  

“Automated technologies would be "life-changing" and could prevent 47,000 serious crashes 

in the next 10 years.” 

Introducing the systems would require changes to current legal framework. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD SAFETY WEEK 

Road Safety Week is the UK's biggest road safety event, coordinated annually by Brake which aims 

to inspire thousands of schools, organisations and communities to take action on road safety and 

promote life-saving messages during the week and beyond. It also provides a focal point for 

professionals working in road safety to boost awareness and engagement in their work. 

Road Safety Officers, Emergency Services, 

Health Professionals, Driving Instructors, 

Community Leaders, Employers, 

National/Regional/Local Associations and 

societies all have a role to play in raising 

the issues as appropriate to them in this 

particular week and to take an opportunity 

to deliver life-saving messages not just for 

the week but through the year. 

Every year a different road safety theme is set upon which to focus and for 2020 is “NO NEED TO 

SPEED.” You can base your activities on our theme, or choose to focus on any other road safety 

issue that's important in your area but Brake are encouraging you to start planning your activities 

now ready for the week 16th to 22md November 2020  

To get more information and guidance and to register for information pack: 
http://www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk/ 

 

WHAT THE PUBLIC IS SAYING 

Public thoughts from over 17,000 comments from the latest published AA data: 

Almost three quarters think that now is a 

good time for learner drivers to practice as 

the roads are quieter. Just under half said 

supervising a learner makes them nervous, 

with women (62%) more likely to say this than 

men. 29% believe that learner drivers should 

be allowed supervised practice on 

motorways. Most think it is not OK for 

someone supervising a learner to look at their 

mobile phone and even more think it is 

unacceptable for the supervisor to be over 

the drink drive limit (99%). 

Almost a third of respondents admitted that 

they haven’t looked at the Highway Code 

since they passed their driving test. 

Nearly half are concerned about the use of 

technology to defeat modern security systems 

on their cars and over a third take steps to 

prevent thieves accessing their cars key 

signals. 1 in 10 have invested in additional 

security systems to combat keyless car theft. 

Only 1% of our members said they have 

actually been a victim of this kind of car 

crime, rising to 4% in London. 

People living in London are more likely to 

only have one car in their household (62%) 

but this number drops to 48% when we look at 

the country as a whole. Over a third of 

households have more than one car and use 

them equally. 

The driving behaviours that irritate most are 

Tailgating (30%), Talking on the phone while 

driving (30%), Middle lane hogging (15%), 

Swooping (6%) 
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THE CORONER SERVICE 

Call for Evidence 
 

The Coroner Service exists to identify the deceased in a local area and ascertain causes of death. 

Coroners must investigate deaths that have been reported to them if they think that: the death 

may have been violent or unnatural (such as a road crash); the cause of death is unknown or the 

person died in prison, police custody or another type of state detention. 

Coroners are organised and funded locally. 

There are 88 coroner areas in England and 

Wales, each staffed differently. Most have a 

full-time senior coroner, though some have 

area coroners, and others assistant coroners 

(minimum 15 days per year). Each will have 

different staffing levels for administration 

and investigation. Not all have a dedicated 

court. In 2019, 40% (210,9000) of all 

registered deaths were reported to coroners, 

82,100 of these led to post-mortems, 30,000 

of which proceeded to full inquests. Amongst 

these there would have be a large number of 

deaths arising from road crashes. 

The Coroners and Justice Act 2009 introduced 

changes to the Coroner Service including the 

appointment of the Chief Coroner. These 

changes were implemented in 2013. The 

Ministry of Justice reviewed the Act's 

effectiveness in 2015.  

The Justice Committee's has issued a call for 

evidence  in order to examine the 

effectiveness and capacity of the Coroner 

Service and whether enough progress has 

been made since the 2009 changes in 

improving bereaved people's experience of 

the Coroner Service. 

Written submissions can be made by 2nd September 2020 and sent via email to 

justicecom@parliament.uk covering the following issues 

 The extent of unevenness of Coroners services, including local failures, and the case for a 

National Coroners Service 

 The Coroners Service’s capacity to deal properly with multiple deaths in public disasters 

 Ways to strengthen the Coroners’ role in the prevention of avoidable future deaths 

 How the Coroners Service has dealt with COVID 19 

 Progress with training and guidance for Coroners 

 Improvements in services for the bereaved 

 Fairness in the Coroners system 

 

LUNCH EXETER - FOR UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK 

After extensive safety checks we have decide to promote the informal planned Networking Lunch 

planned for Tuesday 22nd September 2020 at The White Horse, Sidmouth Road, Woodbury 

Salterton, Exeter EX 51EP from 12noon to 2.00p.m. approx. Everyone is welcome and you are free 

to bring partners and guests but you must BOOK IN ADVANCE by email to graham@grahamfeest.com 

and provide the names of all attendees as soon as possible and in any case no later than 14th 

September 2020. For more details https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-

network/maintaining-contact-meetings/ 
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THE MOST POPULAR CAR COLOUR 

Black remains the most popular car colour on Britain’s roads, accounting for one in every five cars 

(20%) followed by silver blue grey white red green orange 

beige/buff brown. Pink is the least popular car colour with 

only multi-coloured cars being less popular. 

However white cars continue to grow in popularity 

outpacing every other colour with a total of 4,395,922 

being driven on Britain’s roads as at March 2020 and 

recording an increase of 269,314 from the previous year 

according to the DVLA from information provided to the 

RAC. Since 2016 white has enjoyed growth with more than 

1.5m white cars now on the road, taking its percentage 

share of all the country’s 32.6m cars to 13.5% and is now 

the fifth most popular colour. 

IS IT ALL ABOUT THE REVENUE? 

The enforcement of moving traffic offences such as stopping on a yellow box junction, making an 

illegal turn or driving down a ‘no entry’ road has 

penalised motorists to the value of £58.2m in 

2018/19 for authorities in London and Cardiff – 25% 

(£11.5m) more than in 2016/17 (£46.7m), according 

to data seen by the RAC. Overall Yellow box 

junctions are by far the most lucrative, bringing in 

revenue of £31.4m in 2018/19 compared to £22.3m 

for ‘no turn’ offences and £4.4m for ‘no entry’ 

contraventions. 

 

In Cardiff nearly four times as many penalty 

charge notices (PCNs) were issued in 2018/19 

compared to 2016/17 (74,142 compared to 

19,080) translating to a £1.8m hike in 

revenue (£593,160 to £2.4m – 313%). The 

most profitable offences for Cardiff are ‘no 

turns’ yielding £1.4m in contrast to £826,424 

for yellow box junctions and £182,782 for ‘no 

entry’ offences. 

From the London boroughs which provided 

data a total of 933,263 PCNs were dished out 

in 2018/19, 27% more than two years ago 

(733,791). This, however, only translated to a 

21% increase in revenues (£46.1m to £55.7m).  

Transport for London topped the table from 

the enforcement of yellow box junctions with 

a revenue of nearly £10m (£9,969,545 – 

135,923 PCNs) in 2018/19, but in terms of 

single council Hammersmith and Fulham was 

the leader with a £3.5m yellow box revenue 

(from 53,576 PCNs) generated from 16 

enforced junctions out of 23 in its area. In 

terms of average revenues per enforced 

junction, Westminster recorded the highest 

figure with a single junction generating 

£333,295 from 4,595 PCNs. Three authorities 

topped £2m in revenue from ‘no turn’ 

offences with Ealing on top with revenue of 

£2.6m (from 44,612 PCNs) and Harrow was 

top for ‘no entry’ offences with revenue of 

£549,785. 

The Department for Transport confirmed on 27th July 2020 that it plans to extend these 

enforcement powers to all local authorities in England and Wales. Currently, local authorities 

outside of London and Cardiff only have powers to enforce bus lane contraventions. 
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HEAD OF ROAD SAFETY 

RoSPA is looking for a new Head of Road Safety, whose role it will 

be to ensure the organisation remains a ‘respected voice’ within 

the profession. 

The person appointed will take over the role currently held by Nick Lloyd, who is retiring at the end 

of September. 

The role includes continuing to develop, manage and promote RoSPA’s road safety expertise, both 

internally and externally, and will act as the organisation’s principal spokesperson and 

representative. They will need to be comfortable giving television or radio interviews, delivering 

conference presentations and addressing a Parliamentary committee as appropriate. The role also 

includes developing policy papers, consultation responses and journal articles and they will play a 

leading role in the national road safety committee. 

For further information https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/careers/head-of-road-safety-rospa/ 

 

PREDICTING INCIDENT HOTSPOTS 

Ford in partnership with Oxfordshire County Council and Loughborough University supported by 

Government funding is developing a digital road safety tool that could predict potential incident 

hotspots, using data from sources including connected vehicles and roadside sensors. 

The tool will analyse information from connected 

vehicles, smart roadside sensors and local-authority data 

to predict the likely locations and possible root causes of 

potential road safety hotspots. The aim is to provide 

relevant information so local authorities can take pre-

emptive action to address roads and junctions that pose 

the highest risks to road users. 

The initiative follows research into how advanced data 

from connected vehicles can be used to improve safety. 

SEAT BELTS AND CHILD RESTRAINTS 

The Department of Transport has updated its booklet about Seat Belts and Child Restraints 

containing advice for both driver and passengers along with the carrying of 

children in cars. 

There is a great deal of confusion surrounding the various rules and 

appropriate seats and restraints for children and this booklet seeks to help in 

that direction and includes some information about passenger and children 

travelling in minibuses; pregnant woman; disabled personnel; airbags and 

what to do when there are not enough belts available as well as the legal 

requirements. 

A copy of the document can be initially found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  after which is 

can be located at: https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-documents-

codes-of-practice/ 
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