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ROAD SAFETY WEEK

Road Safety Week takes place this month from Monday 15th to Sunday 21st November with the theme  

“Road Safety Heros” which aims to celebrate the amazing work of everyone who helps us make safe 

and healthy journeys and supports people after a road crash and encourages everyone to become a 

Hero by playing their part in reducing casualties on the road. 
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Ending the week as it does on Sunday 21st November means that it coincides with The World Day of 

Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims which always takes place on the third Sunday in November to 

remember the victims of road traffic crashes and their families. 

 

FORS 

 

TfL has signed a new contract with Sopra Steria to run the fleet recognition scheme FORS, which 

works to make vehicle fleets across the UK safer and greener. 

 

FORS, which was created by TfL in 2008, is an accreditation 

scheme recognising freight and fleet safety and 

environmental standards. Within the industry it is seen as a 

mark of excellence. The voluntary scheme audits fleet 

operators and awards bronze, silver and gold accreditations 

by asking them to demonstrate exceptional levels of best 

practice in safety and efficiency. 

 

The scheme currently has around 5,000 accredited operators with approximately 110,000 

vehicles across 17 countries and is regarded as international best practice. 

 

The new contract will begin in January 2022 and will last for five years, with Sopra Steria taking 

over from the current administrators AECOM. TfL says encouraging fleet operators to take part 

in the FORS scheme is an important part of the mayor’s Vision Zero goal to eliminate death and 

serious injury on the transport network and its commitment for London to become a zero-carbon 

city by 2030. Being part of FORS is an important step in being able to gain contracts to operate 

in the capital 
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LEARNING TO DRIVE 

 

We have known for a while that a good number of young people who reach the age of 17 are putting 

off learning to drive and delaying it until much later and it would seem that many cite the cost of 

lessons and running a car as the top reasons. This according to a survey of more that 1,000 young 

people between 17 and 24 years of age undertaken by IAM RoadSmart. They also consider that the 

cost of the various tests adds up to something quite expensive.  

 

However, getting that licence is seen by many as an 

important milestone for any future career but there are 

clear indications (and I have to say at last) that the cost 

of lessons is rising with a good number of trainers now 

charging around £40.00 per hour which is far more 

realistic for the tuition which they are receiving. 

 

All that said currently driver trainers for the most part are 

fully employed dealing with the backlog of those who 

could not take training or get a test during lockdown and 

the new people which are coming forward to learn. 

 

Neil Greig, director of policy and research at IAM RoadSmart, said:  

 

“Our research shows that among young people the 

cost of learning to drive is a major deterrent to 

getting that license which would open up many 

more job opportunities and increase their personal 

mobility. No doubt, the increase in numbers going 

into higher education, and the rise of cheap taxi-

hailing mobile applications have also fuelled the 

driving decline. Many young people lack the 

financial confidence to commit to running a car, 

especially when relatively cheap alternative forms 

of travel are available.” 

 

The survey also revealed that fear of driving had put off 26% of respondents from learning to drive, 

with longer waiting lists for tests only being an issue for 20%. 

 

By contrast in another survey carried out by insurer Marmalade they have found that those Learners 

caught up during Covid are having to have more lessons by way of catch up and as a result of the 

ongoing driving test backlog. 

 

In a survey of more than 1,000 learners they found that on average learners are having eight or more 

additional lessons whilst waiting for a test so as to maintain their “test” skill level.  

 

Crispin Moger, CEO at Marmalade, said:   

 

“The pandemic has had an adverse impact on 

learner drivers, many of which are young people 

who have also been impacted far beyond this. Our 

latest research shows how the aftermath of the 

pandemic continues to disrupt finances for learners 

and their families. The compounding backlog means 

test ready learners can’t secure a test slot and so 

need to continue with extra lessons, more insurance 

and in some cases a retake of an expired theory 

test.” 

 

The survey also found 77% of learners cite the additional cost of lessons as the biggest frustration of 

the backlog, followed by the need to rely on family and friends to drive (71%). 
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AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE PROJECTS 

 

Four new projects around Self-driving vehicles have received a total of £2.3 million from government  

and are aimed to demonstrate the way forward to safe fully automated vehicles. The Centre for 

Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CCAV) will 

work with Innovate UK, part of UK Research and 

Innovation, to invest in these projects the aim of 

which is to continue the development of 

technologies to enable safe use of fully automated 

vehicles. 

 

These projects may not mean an awful lot to the 

public at present but they represent a move into the 

future for driverless vehicles and deliveries. 

 

 

The projects include: 

 

Oxbotica-led project 

 

An Oxbotica-led project to demonstrate how autonomous goods delivery can be done safely with 

driverless autonomy. The project partnership includes Ocado Group, the UK based pioneering online 

grocery technology company, as a future Autonomous Vehicle (AV) fleet operator. 

 

Aurrigo-led project 

 

An Aurrigo-led project that will use test bed sites across the UK and the National Exhibition Centre 

grounds, in Birmingham, to: 

 

• Develop, verify and validate Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAV) technology, communications 

systems and cyber security requirements 

• Strengthen the safety case for CAVs 

• Provide increased understanding of the infrastructure needed for safe operation 

• inform UK policy. 

 

This is in order to achieve the ultimate goal of removing the need for an on-board safety supervisor 

whilst operating in a live environment. 

 

StreetDrone-led project 

 

A StreetDrone-led project aims to reduce time to market for connected and automated vehicle 

technology in the movement of goods. The project centres on the use of ‘multi-driver’ vehicles. This 

can be driven through: 

 

Conigital’s project 

 

Conigital’s project’s human factors study will be undertaken in a simulation environment to identify 

key usability targets. These will be used to configure the evolved AV stack for testing on the CAVWAY 

Testbed and subsequently on the Midlands Future Mobility (MFM) Testbed in Coventry. 
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NEW VEHICLE SALES DOWN 
 

Traditionally September is generally the second busiest month of the year for the car industry with 

the new registration plate number 

(71) coming on stream however the 

latest data shows a significant drop in 

new sales this year with 94,752 new 

cars being registered to fleet and 

business. This compares with 166,679 

units registered in September 2020 meaning a 44.7% fall on the pre-pandemic 10-year average.  
 

The SMMT say that the principle problem shows further evidence of the ongoing impact of the Covid 

pandemic on the sector although stocks of new cars are hindered by the availability of certain parts 

to build vehicles in the first place. 
 

September was however the best month ever for new battery electric vehicle (BEV) uptake. With a 

market share of 15.2% with 32,721 BEVs being registered in the month. Plug-in hybrid (PHEV) share 

also grew to 6.4%. More than one in five new cars registered in September was zero-emission capable. 

Meanwhile, hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) grew their overall market share from 8% in 2020 to 11.6%. 

There were 24,961 registered in the month. 

 

ROAD MAINTENANCE BUDGETS FACE £400M CUT 

 

Many road users are becoming frustrated by the poor quality of roads and pavements in the street 

with potholes not being repaired and the surface of pavements not being maintained but it looks as 

if it could get worse and those who have waited for repairs could be waiting even longer. 

 

Funding for local road maintenance has been cut by 

£400m this year, the Local Government Association 

(LGA) has warned. It said the reduction in the capital 

funding allocated to councils in 2021/22 is the 

equivalent of fixing or preventing over 9.5 million 

potholes. 

 

The LGA is calling on the Government to use the Spending Review to plug the £400m funding gap and 

allocate an additional £500m per year to councils for road repairs. It also wants future capital 

allocations to take into account the significant inflation rates in highways construction and 

maintenance costs. 

 

GRITTING THE ROADS 

 

Local authority leaders have warned that driver shortages could affect gritting services this winter. 

Many councils have been struggling to keep their waste collection services on the road due to the 

current shortage of HGV drivers and the Local Government Association (LGA) has now warned that 

the driver crisis is likely to hit local gritting services. 

 

While most councils have been able to keep services running, some may find that their gritting 

services are affected in the same way that some have seen waste collection services impacted. As 

they do every year, councils will be working proactively to plan ahead and ensure that their winter 

services are as resilient as they can be but driver shortages are a concern. 
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MOVING TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 
 

Councils in England could have the power to enforce moving traffic violations from February 2022 

year according to the Department for Transport (DfT) official and that once the powers are made 

available it will be up to local authorities to make applications to the Government to take them on 

being specific in what aspects they wish to have the power to enforce. 
 

In 2019, the Local Government Association (LGA) conducted a survey on the issue and found the most 

popular applications for the powers would be enforcing:   

 

• Box junction enforcement  

• Goods vehicles exceeding the maximum gross weight indicated on the goods vehicle symbol prohibited  

• No right/left turn for vehicular traffic  

• Entry to and waiting in a pedestrian zone restricted  

• Route for use by buses, pedal cycles and taxis only  

 

Over the last couple of years, there has been real momentum behind the sensitive change which 

could see councils across England take in a total of millions a year from fines for offences such as 

making banned turns, exceeding weight limits and unreasonably stopping in yellow box junctions. 
 

Demand for the authority to be granted among local authorities is likely to be extremely high. The 

transfer of civil enforcement powers for moving traffic violations away from the police has been a 

longstanding desire of councils in England with London authorities already having the powers under 

separate legislation and councils in Wales have been able to apply to the Welsh Government for the 

powers for several years. 
 

Following commitments in the Government's latest Gear Change document on boosting walking and 

cycling and its national bus strategy Bus Back Better, the DfT has been working behind the scenes to 

enable the designations to councils. 

 
 

MUSIC TO THE EARS OF PEDESTRAINS 

(A system to stop e-scooters being ridden on the pavement) 

 

Electric transportation firm Bird has announced new ‘smart sidewalk protection' technology which 

aims to prevent e-scooters and other micro mobility devices being used on footways and footpaths. 

 

It said the technology, described as a ‘sensor fusion solution', had been designed and developed in 

partnership with u-blox, a leader in wireless communication and 

positioning technology and services. 

The ‘first robust, “integrated sensor fusion system’ tracks location 

with centimetre-level precision and that by combining u-blox’s high 

precision dead reckoning module with accurate footway mapping and 

its suite of onboard vehicle sensors the system effectively and 

efficiently detects and prevents footway riding in real-time. 

 

The firm said that while traditional GPS with cloud-based maps can take more than 15 seconds to 

respond, its new system, which is integrated directly into its newest scooters, can safely bring a 

vehicle that has entered onto a sidewalk to a safe stop while allowing the rider to walk the vehicle 

back to the carriageway or cycle lane. 
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NEW INNOVATION IN PEDESTRIAN CROSSING MARKINGS 

 

The UK’s first nudge-behaviour trial for a new style of potentially life-saving pedestrian crossings, 

has been launched in Liverpool. 
 

The eye-catching designs have been installed in the city at two locations and will stay put for two 

weeks and comes at a time when cities like Liverpool are seeing a huge rise in footfall following the 

ending of Covid lockdown restrictions and the return of thousands of university students. 

 

Liverpool has been chosen to host the 

experiment, along with Hull, as it has one of the 

highest rates of adult deaths or serious injuries 

(KSIs) for pedestrian collisions in the UK at 99 per 

100,000 people. 

 

The trials also form part of a wider strategy 

devised by the council and road safety partners to 

help bring down that number, which has at least 

shown steady improvement since 2012. 

 

The innovative designs have been created by So-Mo, a behavioural science company based in the 

North West, following an in-depth insight study into pedestrian behaviour in the urban environment. 

The designs were brought to life in collaboration with Liverpool based designers Smiling Wolf and 

were developed in consultation with disability groups. 

 

Ultimately the only way to test an intervention like this is as part of an on-street trial. The experience 

of different road user groups will be monitored throughout, with specific engagement sessions 

planned for people with disabilities and neurological conditions. 
 

The trials are supported by the Road Safety Trust, which has used funds raised from speeding fines, 

along with additional funding from Merseyside Road Safety Partnership. 
 

The specific aims of the trials are to determine if the interventions encourage pedestrians to adopt 

“safe behaviours”, measured by: 
 

• An increase in the number of crossings made inside the crossing area 

• An increase in the number of pedestrians using the crossing correctly 

 

 

PROJECT LOOKING AT ASSESSMENT METHODS FOR ‘FITNESS TO DRIVE’ 
 

A new EU-funded research project, named ‘Panacea’, involving 16 partner organisations across 

Europe, is to look at real time assessment methods for fitness to drive among professional drivers. 

The project will trial new technologies and systems with city bus drivers in Sweden, taxi drivers and 

courier riders in Greece and truck and coach drivers in Spain. 
 

The wide-ranging three-year project aims to develop a system that monitors fitness to drive before 

and during driving tasks and will develop cloud-based solutions for drivers, operators and 

enforcement bodies. With fatigue being a key concern amongst all drivers but this group in particular 

it is hoped that we might have a better understanding of how to manage driver wellbeing and fitness 

at the end of the project. 
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ROAD CASUALTIES GREAT BRITAIN 2020 

 

The Department for Transport has published the 2020 road casualties for Great Britain which show a 

17% fall in the number of road fatalities – a fall which can be associated with the Covid-19 pandemic 

and the effect of the lock down(s). 
 

The figures, published on 30th September 2020, show there were 1,460 reported road deaths– (1,752 

in 2019). 
 

There were also reductions in the overall number of people killed or seriously injured (down 22% to 

23,529) and casualties of all severities (down 25% to 115,584). 
 

The reduction in road traffic followed a similar trend in the same period and decreased by 21%. 
 

Road casualties saw the greatest monthly percentage decrease of 68% in April 2020 compared to 

three-year average for 2017 to 2019. This aligns with the first full month of national lockdown and 

the reduction in motor traffic (63%). 

 

Of current interest will be that statistics also published by the DfT on 30th September show there 

were 484 casualties in collisions involving e-scooters in 2020, of which 384 were e-scooters users. 

 

MAKE YOUR MIND UP NOW 

 

The Government should ‘make up its mind now’ on whether e-scooters have a role to play in the 

future transport mix according to IAM RoadSmart as figures reveal, as quoted above, that there were 

484 casualties in collisions involving e-scooters in 2020, of which 384 were e-scooters users. Sadly, 

this also includes one fatality. 
 

Regulations allowing trials of rental e-scooters on UK roads came into effect in July 2020. The move 

was fast-tracked in light of Covid-19 and social distancing regulations, which meant people needed 

to get around without resorting to public transport. 
 

The trials were initially due to last for a year – but have been extended until March 2022 mainly we 

understand awaiting the outcome of the London trial which started in July this year. 

 

CYCLING INFRASTRUTURE ON RURAL ROADS 

 

The cycling casualty figures for 2020 indicating a rise on rural roads asks ‘serious questions’ about 

the provision of safe routes for cycling on rural “A” roads according to Cycling England. Overall, 89 

of the 141 cyclists killed last year died on rural roads (63%). This compares to 60% in 2019, and 54% 

on average between 2015 and 2019. 

 

Cycling England are saying that in general we still need more investment and safe space for cycling 

across the country, and rural communities must not be left behind. It also raises questions about 

whether a default speed limit of 60mph on winding and often relatively narrow rural roads is 

appropriate. 

 

Official figures show the total distance cycled in 2020 was just over five billion miles: 46% higher 

than in 2019 which might well account for the rise in casualties but it is also an indication that more 

investment is required as we encourage more people to cycle as a means of transport and leaisure 

activity. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPEED LIMITS 

 

Motorists exceeding the 50mph speed limits on some of the most polluted roads in Wales could now 

receive a letter or fine through their doors, the Welsh Government has warned with the enforcement 

programme being implemented in a positive way at the beginning of October. 

 

The decision to introduce environmental speed limits to improve air quality levels in 

five locations across Wales was made in 2018 and was the first of its kind in the UK. 

The Welsh Government acknowledges slower speed limits ‘are not a popular choice’, 

but says it needs to be ‘bold’ to tackle climate change adding that its approach has 

already been successful – lowering the levels of nitrogen dioxide in affected areas by 

up to 47%. 

 

Mark Travis, assistant chief constable at South Wales Police – and roads policing lead for Wales – said:  

 

“The implementation of the 50mph speed limits, for environmental reasons, on some of Wales’s 

busiest roads is an important issue to tackle pollution and to give Wales and its communities a cleaner 

and healthier future. All four Welsh forces are supporting its implementation, with the enforcement 

Coventry University researchers have developed new hardware to prevent vehicles from aquaplaning 

and losing traction control due to adverse road conditions. 

 

THE RUN DRY TRACTION SYSTEM (RDTS) 

 

Researchers at Coventry University have developed a new device designed to prevent loss of control 

in heavy rain. The Run Dry Traction System (RDTS) is the product of Coventry University’s Research 

Centre for Future Transport and Cities.  

 

The prototype product prevents aquaplaning and loss of traction in a variety of road conditions. 

Aquaplaning/hydroplaning happens when a layer of surface water builds up between a vehicle’s tyres 

and the road surface leading to a loss of grip. 

 

The RDTS presents a novel potential solution to the problem. 

It works by firing a jet of compressed gas close to the front 

of the wheel, removing surface water in front of the tyre. 

This ensures that the vehicle has a dry patch of road ahead, 

ensuring the grip is not compromised by road contaminants 

such as water, sand and gravel. 

 

 

Professor Mike Blundell is Professor of Vehicle Dynamics and Impact at Coventry University. 

 

“Our tests demonstrate that RDTS has the potential to make a huge impact on vehicle safety in a 

whole host of conditions. The prospect of producing something that could even save lives on the road 

is extremely exciting”. 

 

The centre is now looking into the manufacturing potential, with further research to commercially 

develop the system. The RDTS is designed to fit a wide range of vehicles. This includes cars, buses, 

trucks and motorcycles. Further development could see it used to improve aircraft ground operations 

and rail transport safety. 
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ALL LANE RUNNING ON MOTORWAYS 

 

All lane running should be scrapped on smart motorways in favour of operating ‘dynamic’ hard 

shoulders according to six in 10 drivers polled by RAC, with only a quarter supporting current 

Government policy of having permanent running lanes on smart motorways with no hard shoulder. 

 

The RAC says that opening the hard shoulder to traffic only at busy times will provide increased 

capacity when needed, while allowing drivers to pull over during quieter periods. 

 

However, that would not appear to be current 

Government thinking since the Transport Secretary 

told the Transport Select Committee it would be 

better to get rid of the ‘dynamic’ hard shoulders as 

because it causes confusion for motorists and it would 

be better to have the dynamic hard shoulder as it is at 

present open as a running lane all of the time. 

 

There have been concerns about people breaking 

down in live lanes with no where to go but such 

incidents have always happened in lanes when it is not 

possible because of the traffic to move across to the left or hard shoulder if available anyway. 

Certainly, more needs to be done to quickly identify stranded vehicles and post warnings. 

 

 

PHYSICAL DRIVING LICENCES COULD BE ON THE WAY OUT 

 

Driving licences could well be phased out in the next 

few years and replaced with a new digital system 

would provide proof your driving entitlements. 

Phase one of the plans in what is believed to be the 

first of a number of changes will see the launch of 

new mobile provisional licences for learner drivers. 

accessible via a smartphone app or computer. Full 

driving licences will also eventually make the 

transition to digital form. However, the current 

plastic licences would remain alongside the app for 

the foreseeable future.  
 

The government claims that EU regulations had prevented this in the past and sees that MoTs will go 

the same way thereby doing away with the paper version we collect when the vehicle has successfully 

passed the test. 

 

The UK government began digitising driving-related documents in June 2015. This saw the scrapping 

of the paper counterpart of driving licences. 

 

However there is some concern about the loss of an important item which serves as a means of photo 

identification as and when required given that it is probably universally the most common thing 

showing a picture and signature which the majority of people have. 
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DRIVERLESS VEHICLE TRIAL 

 

Solihull has become one of the first places in the UK to see driverless vehicles take to its roads as 

part of new passenger trials. A council-led trial is getting underway to test out how Connected 

Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs) might be integrated into the borough’s transport network in the future. 

 

Solihull Council has become the first local 

authority in the country to purchase its very own 

fully electric autonomous shuttle from Coventry-

based Aurrigo, which it will be trialling at the 

NEC over the next month. 

 

The shuttle can carry up to eight passengers and 

uses a suite of sensors to understand its surroundings, allowing it to move around safely, interacting 

with live traffic with little or no operator input. 

 

For the purposes of the trial, in line with current UK legislation, a safety operator will be on-board 

at all times, who will have the ability to take control of the shuttle if required. 

 

ORGANISATIONS NOT HAPPY WITH CHANGE IN RULES ON SAFETY GROUNDS 

 

The Government has announced changes to HGV driving tests that have been criticised by the national 

haulage industry association and many road safety bodies as a high risk strategy. 

 

The move is one attempt to speed-up recruitment of new lorry drivers in response to an ongoing 

shortage across Europe but has been compounded, some would say, in the UK because of Brexit. The 

shortage of drivers is not new as there has always been 

concerns about not having sufficient drivers within the 

transport and logistics arena. 

 

Under the new plans, drivers will no longer have to pass 

two separate tests to move from a non-articulated to an 

articulated lorry*.  The requirement for testing reversing 

skills will also be taken out of the main test and done 

instead by a third-party organisation. 

 

The UK Road Haulage Association’s Brian Kenny said:  

 

“There’s about seven people knocked down and killed in yards each year by reversing vehicles.  

Removing the reversing manoeuvre from the test is a step back. As far as we’re concerned, one 

person killed is one too many. Going forward on the roads should be assessed and should be tested. 

It’s equally important to test properly how an individual reverses and manoeuvres off the road.” 

 

Barry Sheerman MP, President of ETSC’s UK member PACTS called the changes ‘careless’ and a ‘knee-

jerk reaction’ to driver shortages that ‘will put lives at risk’. 

 

This is not the only change which has been made with the abolition of a test to tow a trailer behind 

a car/van referred to as B+E* 

 

** It is important to read the specifics about these changes 
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INTEREST FREE LAONS TO BUY A BIKE 

 

A new scheme, funded by the Scottish Government, has been launched to provide a ‘safe and 

affordable way’ for people on lower incomes to buy a bike and start cycling. 

 

While 62% of Scottish households with a net annual 

income of more than £50k have access to one or 

more bicycles, this falls to below 20% for 

households with an income of £15k and below. 

 

The Access Bikes scheme, organised by Cycling UK, 

will offer interest free loans of up to £500 to 500 

adults who are eligible to become a member of 

Capital or Scotwest credit unions. 
 

The pilot scheme is thought to be the first in Europe to offer interest free credit union loans to 

purchase bikes. 
 

Loans can be used to purchase new and second-hand adult bikes, plus accessories such as helmets 

and locks. 
 

Participants can also access tailored support from Cycling UK including help choosing the right bike, 

cycle training or confidence building sessions and support to access local cycle groups. 

 

 

EYESIGHT CAMPAIGN 

 

Fewer than 50% of motorists are aware that they must be able to read a number plate from 20 metres 

away, according to new research from the DVLA. The survey records that just 48.5% of drivers are 

aware of this essential eyesight requirement. 

 

The DVLA is using the campaign to call on 

drivers to ensure they take the 20-metre 

number plate test stating that it is a quick and 

easy way to regularly self-check eyesight. It is 

offering examples of how to measure the 20-

metre distance which it says is the same as five 

car lengths, or the width of eight parking bays. 

 

The agency is also urging anyone with concerns about their eyesight to visit their optician for an eye 

test – and for drivers to have their eyes tested at least every two years or as soon as they notice any 

changes to their vision. 
 

A study of 2,000 UK drivers, conducted by Euro Car Parts, a leading supplier of car parts, explored 

the nation’s attitudes towards driving with reduced vision and aims to raise awareness of the dangers. 
 

It found that seven in ten (70%) UK drivers admit their vision is worse than when they passed their 

test, whilst only a fifth (20%) think those with bad vision should be banned from driving. Statically 

people around the age of 45 who up to that time have had “perfect vision” start to struggle with 

their eyesight 
 

Around 200 crashes on UK roads are attributed to ‘uncorrected or defective eyesight’ and while 

all drivers are required to pass a simple eyesight check during their test, people are currently allowed 

to stay behind the wheel indefinitely without any future assessments.  
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CALL FOR NEW HIGHWAYS ACT TO SUPPORT ACTIVE TRAVEL 

 

Parliamentarians have called for a new Highways Act and significantly increased funding to achieve 

the levels of active travel needed to support decarbonisation targets. The All Party Parliamentary 

Group (APPG) for Cycling and Walking has published a report entitled Reaching Our Active Travel 

Potential, which looks at the forthcoming second Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy. 
 

The group argues that the strategy should instead be called the Active Travel Investment Strategy to 

avoid suggesting that it is primarily about cycling and to reflect the existence of other modes of 

active travel. 
 

The report calls for a ‘significant further increase in funding for active travel’, adding ‘it is not 

possible for the Treasury to provide additional funding to meet the need, we recommend a 

reallocation of the Department for Transport’s core budget, of which active travel receives a 

disproportionately small share’. 

 

COMMEMORATIVE ACCESS COVER 
 

A commemorative access cover, commonly referred to as a manhole cover, dedicated to the LGBTQ+ 

community has been created and installed in Reading as part of a partnership between Wrekin 

Products and Thames Water. The cover has been designed to symbolise and immortalise the 

organisations’ allegiance to the community and their commitment to increasing diversity on the 

streets of the UK. To bring the cover to fruition they completed a unique manufacturing process to 

provide the water services company with four brand-new Unite D400 manhole covers, all sporting the 

bespoke design. 

 

Simon Turner, commercial director at Wrekin – a leading UK 

designer, manufacturer and supplier of specialist civil 

engineering products – said  
 

“We’re committed to working with partners, such as Thames 

Water, who are equally driven to promoting diversity and ensuring 

inclusivity within the workplace and wider society. These covers 

are the only of their kind in the world and we’re proud to have been 

part of the team that has brought them to the streets of the UK.” 

 

This is the third bespoke cover Wrekin has designed alongside Thames Water. The most recent was a 

one-of-a-kind Abbey Road themed design to celebrate the album’s 50th anniversary in 2019, which 

sits proudly next to the famous zebra crossing outside the studios.  
 

There are three more covers ordered by Thames Water that are yet to be installed, one of which is 

being funded by drainage and wastewater utility specialist Lanes Group. These will be placed in 

Swindon and central London locations in the coming weeks, bringing the project to completion. 
 

Emma Kosmin, associate director of workplace client relationships at LGBTQ+ rights organisation 

Stonewall, said:  
 

“We’re delighted that Thames Water and Wrekin 

have partnered to install drain covers that visibly 

celebrate the LGBTQ+ community. Initiatives that 

openly show appreciation for our communities help 

LGBTQ+ staff and members of the public feel seen 

and valued. It’s great to see the passion that 

Thames Water and Wrekin have put into this 

project, and their dedication to creating a world 

where all LGBTQ+ people are free to thrive as 

themselves.” 
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THE NUMBER OF MOTORISTS DRIVING WITHOUT INSURANCE 

 

According to a new Freedom of Information enquiry obtained by Confused.com they found that the 

number of motorists caught driving without the correct insurance increased from 86,914 in 2019, to 

100,983 in 2020.  This means those caught could have paid as much as £56 million in fines over the 

two years. The figure is based on the minimum penalty of £300 for offenders.  

 

When a driver is caught without the right insurance, the police can issue fines and seize the car in 

question. In order to release the vehicle, offenders need to show evidence of a valid car insurance 

policy along with paying a fee. In 2020, a total of 102,387 cars were seized, up from 96,279 in the 

previous year. This is both through cars seized after being stopped and also those found on the road 

without insurance. 

 

Collectively, £11.7 million was paid by drivers to 

release their cars. This can be on top of the fines 

they’ve already paid. Vehicles not claimed can 

be destroyed and over the last two years, more 

than 56,000 cars were scrapped by police forces. 

Alternatively, they can be sold off at an auction. 

In 2019 alone, 9,445 of the cars seized were sold 

raising £6.2 million – an average of £650 “profit” 

per car. 

 

With Insurance policies being enabled to auto 

renew at the end of their term there is no reason 

why any driver should be caught out if they select 

this option? However, research shows that many 

people cancelled their car insurance during the 

pandemic which may account for the increase.  

 

However, new research has found that 33% of UK 

drivers have borrowed or driven another car 

without the correct insurance. Of those, more 

than half (52%) did so under the assumption that 

they would be covered. However, close to one in 

six (16%) knew they didn’t have the right 

insurance in place. Almost two in three (64%) 

made the excuse that they were only making a 

short trip. Alongside this, 58% took the gamble 

because the owner of the car was with them. 

 

The study has found that there is confusion over 

what their insurance covers. Nearly one in six 

(16%) UK drivers don’t know if their policy allows 

them to drive other cars. One in seven (14%) 

don’t know the requirements. Driving other cars 

(DOC) isn’t something that is automatically 

included on comprehensive policies. Some 

insurance companies do not offer it as an option. 

Instead, there are some emergency provisions 

around crashes and medical issues. 

 

Generally, to have DOC on their policy there are 

a few requirements drivers must meet, including: 

 

• They must be aged 25 or over when the 

policy starts 

• Their own car insurance policy needs to 

be a fully comprehensive one 

• The other car must have insurance 

already 

 

One in eight (12%) wrongly believe you are 

automatically insured to drive another car if you 

have comprehensive policy at any age. A further 

one in eight (13%) believe this to be the case if 

you have a comprehensive policy and are over 

the age of 25. 

 

DOCs will only cover for third-party damage, 

unless they are a named driver on the owner’s 

policy. In this case, they would be covered for 

the same level as the policy holder. This seems 

to be a popular option for the two in three (68%) 

drivers who drive or have access to another car. 

Almost half (49%) of these drivers are insured as 

a named driver, while almost two in five (39%) 

are insured on their own comprehensive policy. 

 

Worryingly, one in two (54%) admit they would still jump behind the wheel of another car without 

insurance. Almost two in five (38%) claim they would take the risk in an emergency. 

 

However it is clear that in some instances drivers are not fully aware and do not take the trouble to 

find out whether they are covered or not. 
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UNLOADING INCIDENT 

 

A car manufacturing company has been fined after an employee became trapped and suffered crush 

injuries whilst unloading a chassis from a delivery vehicle. 

 

The Court heard that the employee became trapped between the trolley holding the chassis and a 

parked vehicle when the delivery vehicle moved. 

 

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) into the incident found that the company 

did not have a safe system of work for unloading chassis.  The risks should have been controlled by 

offloading the chassis using a forklift truck or implementing a formalised system of work to safely 

unload them by hand. 

 

The company pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 

1974and was fined £60,000. 

 

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Elizabeth Thomas said: “A safe system of work should have 

been in place and this shows that even large, well-established companies can get things wrong”. 

 

CALL TO IMPROVE MOTORCYCLE TRAINING AND TESTING 

 

The National Motorcyclists Council (NMC) is seeking changes to improve the UK’s motorcycle licence 

testing and training regime.  

 

Whilst training and testing regulations need to fulfil a basic mission – to make motorcycling safer its 

analysis shows that changes to motorcycle licensing rules, introduced in 2009, have failed to make 

the desired impact.  
 

The NMC is therefore calling on the Government to introduce a 

raft of changes, including improving the CBT syllabus, with a 

requirement for theory and hazard perception tests to be taken 

and passed before the CBT. It also says access to post-test training 

needs further incentivisation – and wants to see a return to a 

single event test, rather than the current two-part format and 

any changes should not be a dilution of standards or removal of 

any aspect that works towards safer motorcycling. 

 

Until February 2021, motorcycle rider licencing was subject to regulations set by EU directives, with 

various versions of the directive having been in place over the time of the UK’s membership of the 

EU. The current directive is known as ‘3DLD’. It ceased to apply in the UK on 31 January 2021. 

 

Although UK licensing law remains aligned to European law, the NMC says there is now an opportunity 

to review and revise the regulations to better suit UK circumstances. 

 

 

The NMC believe that the time is right for a review given that the Government is currently considering 

future road safety policy and they are keen to be part of that debate in terms of motorcycling. 
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