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DEPRIVED ETHNIC PEDESTRIANS 

 

A report produced by Agilysis and walking charity Living Streets 

has found that deprived and ethnic minority pedestrians are 

three times more likely to be injured on Britain’s roads. 
   

Having looked at a decade of collision data the correlations 

between risk and community deprivation and ethnicity 

indicated that deprived ethnic minority (excluding white 

minority) pedestrians are more than three times more likely to 

be a casualty on Britain’s roads than white non-deprived 

pedestrians revealing that deprivation more than doubles the 

risk of becoming a pedestrian casualty.  
 

This increased risk may be due, in part, to the amount of time 

spent as a pedestrian as people from ethnic minority groups and 

poorer communities are more likely to walk and less likely to 

have a car. 
 

You can find a copy of the white paper initially at 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after which it can be located at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

 

GREEN WILL BE DEFAULT POSITION FOR PEDESTRAINS 

 

More Pedestrian traffic signals are being introduced across the capital, which are configured to 

show a green signal to pedestrians continuously and the green man/woman/light will be permanent 

until a vehicle is detected, making it easier for people to cross 

the road. 
 

'Green Person Authority' are already operating at seven 

locations in Tower Hamlets, Newham, Hounslow, Richmond and 

Hillingdon and will now be installed at a further 11 locations 

over the coming weeks.  
 

A number of factors have influenced the signal locations, 

including high pedestrian flow, proximity to pedestrian 

destinations such as shopping centres, stations and schools, and 

suitability of existing technology. There has been a marked 

increase in the number of people walking in London and the 

Mayor is anxious not only to maintain the higher levels but also 

to go further and increase the number of trip on foot. 
 

Crowds of pedestrians are a number of locations  waiting to 

cross are causing big issues and more time is needed for people 

to cross as well as more frequent use of the Green Man if 

getting people out of their cars in going to grow even further.  

 

TfL continues to identify new locations where 'Green Person Authority' crossings can be introduced, 

with the aim of increasing their number over the coming years. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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THE ARRIVAL OF EV’S 

 

Len Kerr - a retired highly experienced and qualified driver trainer takes a look from his 

perspective at the concerns, potential consequences and issues of newly qualified  

In-experienced drivers engaging with Electric Vehicle 

 

Looking at the new EV’S which are at present an overpowering cost and not available to the new 

driver - the only way the younger person could 

drive this type of vehicle would be the use of 

mum or dads if they had one of course. However 

this means that the younger person would be 

driving a machine with a 0-60 in a second or two, 

rather than a petrol/diesel vehicle with a 

reaction time of 8-12 seconds to 60 mph. So the 

chances of the new young driver being able to 

handle this speed would be questionable as it 

would be very doubtful if they could handle the 

acceleration of the drive and the attention to the 

speed limit would be a distant consideration. 

 

This would leave the possibility of keeping 

road safety a distant thought. On checking 

the stats for speeding, the range of people 

who are currently speeding are not 17-25, 

although this is the age which crashes 

amongst this group occur - of which speed 

could be a factor.  

 

This is in a combustion engine; now we have 

a new EV costing a lot of money and this is 

more suited seemingly to the middle age 

driver, who IS today the speeding driver. So 

now we have EV’S in a price range that is 

affordable to the middle age driver and now 

we have a growing second- hand market for 

EV’S bringing the cost to a couple of hundred 

pounds per month and coming into the young 

driver price range.  

 

If we have speeding drivers causing collisions 

at a speed pick-up of 8-12 seconds, what is 

going to be the speeding cases at 1-2 seconds 

with an immediate and non -relaxing torque 

completely silent and powerfully fast, which I 

think will appeal to both ranges of driver 

(young and middle aged).    

We now have the possibility of that most 

drivers will get the need for speed in their 

drive, which will put the silent killer on the 

streets. With this being a digital age, and the 

vehicle being digitally controlled, we must be 

able to control the speed, to allow drivers a 

slower torque take off, therefore keeping the 

acceleration to a manageable level in order 

to stop crashes  and reduce casualties. 

 

Looking at this and appealing to the 

manufactures to NOW make the vehicles noisy 

to give the hard of hearing, children and 

disabled persons a chance of hearing the 

traffic soon enough to react to it, we also 

need some form of acceleration control, 

controlling the speed therefore increasing the 

safety and fuel consumption of the vehicle, 

which in turn will reduce the recharging 

requirement, and then will be more 

advantageous to the environment. This 

control over all the current EV’s would be a 

considerable saving and as the popularity 

grows would be a bigger saving to the 

environment.  

 

Continued on next page 
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THE ARRIVAL OF EV’S (Cont) 

 

Cause for concern before we add in the potential problems which could be created by the rapid 

acceleration of Electric Vehicles data from the Department for Transport Vehicle Speed Compliance 

Statistics published in September 2020 indicate that Speed as a contributory factor in road crashes 

show 

 

► In 2018, for all recorded crashes, 3.0% (4,725) of vehicles had an exceeding the speed limit 

contributory factor allocated to them.  

► Motorcycles were the vehicle type with the highest proportion of all recorded crashes (5.7%) 

where exceeding the speed limit was a contributory factor, in 2018. 17.8% of fatal motorcycle 

accidents had exceeding the speed limit as a contributory factor, compared to 7.0% for all vehicles. 

► HGVs had the lowest proportion of all accidents (0.5%) in 2018 where exceeding the speed limit 

was a contributory factor. This may relate to HGVs being speed limited or the drivers being 

professionally trained 

 

Exceeding the speed was limit was reported as contributory factor 5.1% or 4,096 crashes in 2018 

and the share of fatal and serious crashes where exceeding the speed limit was reported as 6.6%, 

1259. 

 

The data also shows the time of day has an effect with speed most commonly going to and from 

work timed particularly before 8am and going home after work after 4pm. At these times people 

are potentially half asleep/tired which may with the silence from the engine give rise to an 

increasing speed and thus a quiet time to sleep at the wheel – a combination for a potential of a 

disaster. 

 

And so to some concluding thoughts 

 

Remembering the SILENT factor, then I am 

sure these figures will rise, as the EV’s 

popularity increases and therefore there will 

need to be a consultation, between ALL 

manufacturers now before the usage is total, 

and an advertising campaign between all 

manufactures and the road safety and driving 

fraternities in Britain as a matter of urgency.   

 

Removal of silent running has to be priority 

now and the previous EV’s, should be fitted 

with a portable attachment for noise 

producing immediately, to solve the problem. 

 

I think that the overall usage of the vehicles, 

will be in the hands of ALL ages as the 

second-hand market expands, and more 

charging points through the country becomes 

available, which I think will stop the fears of 

(will I run out of a charge) and the confidence 

in supply will become second nature. Just like 

running out of fuel there can become an 

anxiousness to find the next charging point, 

in a non-familiar area could cause lack of 

concentration of the driving task which at the 

same time could be a cause of a collision. 

 

Now is the time for appropriate organizations 

to form a forum and to look into this and 

other problems of a road safety nature with 

members who can influence the road safety 

industry. 

 

Now we are at this stage we have to look at 

the coaching aspect of driving and how we 

have to highlight to the driver/student the 

problems of the high-speed uptake and how 

to deal with this effect. 
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NATIONAL CAMPAIGNED AIMED AT YOUNG DRIVERS 

 

Launched to coincide with Euro 2020 the Department of Transport’s THINK! Campaign  has teamed 

up with Radio One DJ Chris Stark and the County Football Association to deliver a “passionate team 

talk” to young drivers. 

 

The campaign promotes safe driving habits, such as travelling at a safe speed, even when in a hurry 

or on well-known roads, and ignoring mobile phones. 

 

While road fatalities have plateaued over the last decade, young male drivers aged 17-24 years are 

still four times more likely to be killed or seriously injured than drivers aged 25 years and over (per 

billion miles travelled). The fear is that, as car traffic returns to pre-pandemic levels, the casualty 

figures among this high-risk group may increase. 

 

Baroness Vere, roads minister, said:  

 

“When people think of car crashes involving young men, they think of boy racers and 

extreme risk-taking. But this campaign is warning of the small distractions, such as 

checking a message on your phone, creeping above the speed limit or driving too fast on 

country roads, all of which contribute to deaths and injuries on our roads remaining 

unacceptably high.” 

 

E SCOOTERS 

 

If you wanted to find a distraction away from Smart Motorways - well you’ve got it with E Scooters 

as it has certainly divided public opinion.  

 

Reported in last month’s newsletter was the extension to the trial of e-scooters but this has come 

with the Government being urged to introduce ‘more robust rule enforcement and safety 

measures’. 

 

The trials started in July 2020 and are designed to help the 

Government assess the benefits of e-scooters – in particular 

their impact on public space, motor traffic, the 

environment and safety. To date, approximately 50 towns 

and cities across the UK have launched e-scooter rental 

schemes, which were initially due to end in August this year 

but will now continue until the spring of 2022. 

 

The National Accident Helpline says without putting adequate safety and rule enforcement 

measures in place, the trials ‘put the public at risk’ and is calling for the speed limit of the devices 

to be reduced from 15.5mph to 12.5mph and for other measures such as the legal requirement of 

helmets. They are also raising the issue of the illegal use of privately-owned e-scooters pointing to 

data from cycling retailer Halfords indicating sales of privately-owned e-scooters have risen by 

184%  

 

Other new safety initiatives in the trial areas could include specific e-scooter routes or roads, usage 

curfews, and even artificial noise devices that issue audible alerts to pedestrians. 
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CAN WE HAVE A PANDEMIC RESPONSE TO ROAD SAFETY? 

 

As we start to get casualty data from various parts of the globe in relation to what happened on the 

roads in 2020 it will not be a surprise to most that road deaths and casualties have fallen in most 

places undoubtedly at the rate they have due to travel restrictions in operations throughout the 

Pandemic.  

 

We are aware from the provisional data for the first six months of 2020 that in the UK road deaths 

were down by 21% and overall all casualties were down by 30% pretty much in line with the drop in 

traffic. (The 2020 Great Britain figures for the whole year are due to be published in the next few 

weeks) 

 

Now those who make policy in Europe have been 

challenged to “apply the same focus” to road 

safety as has been shown when it comes to 

tackling the Covid-19 pandemic. This of course is 

not just about more cash but how we can motivate 

and inject people to have the same mind set about 

how they use the roads as they have in protecting 

themselves and others by adopting the measures 

throughout the pandemic. 

 

Remember the three simple things at the beginning –  

Stay at Home - Protect the NHS - Save Lives 
Well just think what we could achieve by 

Wear a Seat Belt – Obey the Speed Limit – Don’t drink drive 
 

Figures published by the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) show 18,844 people lost their 

lives in road traffic in the EU in 2020, a year-on-year fall of 17% and this fall is attributed in the 

main to the unprecedented to Covid-19 restrictions on travel. 

 

However to date is noted that we have lost through Covid 3.5 million people worldwide. The 

extraordinary and necessary global response to the Covid pandemic has shown how policymakers 

and society as a whole can act when most people are working towards a common goal. Can we 

apply the same focus to the challenges of road safety which over the last decade we have recorded 

at least 13 million road deaths across the world.  
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RURAL CONNECTIONS PROJECT 

 

Cycling UK is launching a new project to get more people in rural and 

remote areas of Scotland walking, wheeling and cycling. The Rural 

Connections project is specifically designed to meet the ‘unique needs’ 

of people cycling in Shetland, Orkney, Highland, Eilean Siar, Moray, 

Argyll and Bute and the Scottish Borders. Cycling UK staff will be based 

in these seven areas and will support people of all ages, backgrounds 

and abilities to get active for everyday journeys as well as leisure and 

adventure trips. The support will be provided by means of 

 

• Offering short and long-term cycle loans to help people find a cycle that works for them 

• Supporting local organisations to coordinate and add walking, wheeling and cycling 

opportunities to their existing activities 

• Upskilling volunteers to deliver activities in their communities – and keep cycles working if 

there is no local bike shop 

• Building localised networks of organisations, communities and individuals to support 

walking, wheeling and cycling initiatives 
 

Scotland has seen a surge in cycling during the coronavirus pandemic, with cycling journeys up 47% 

in the 12 months following the start of the first lockdown in March 2020. 
 

 

TRAFFIC VOLUMES EXCEEDING PRE-LOCKDOWN LEVELS 
 

Traffic volumes in towns and cities surpassed pre-pandemic levels for the first time since travel 

restrictions were introduced in March 2020, according to the latest analysis of local authority traffic 

data provided by the Transport Technology Forum (TTF). The TTF has been studying data on local 

roads in more than 100 English local authority areas for more than a year, and its latest report for 

the week before the late May bank holiday suggests overall traffic levels are now varying by three 

percentage points either side of the baseline. However, there is a clear change to the make-up of 

the traffic, with goods vehicles accounting for a greater proportion of all vehicles, while the 

afternoon peak is being observed to be significantly earlier. 
 

Analysts are now also receiving car park data, which 

suggests there has a predictable increase in the number of 

occupied spaces since the ease of lockdown restrictions, 

with daily occupancy rising steadily since 12th April 2021. 

There is higher occupancy in the afternoon than the 

morning, reaching pre-lockdown levels. This data suggests 

that the decrease in the number of car journeys due to 

people working from home may have been off-set by a rise 

in people choosing to drive rather than take public 

transport, and by more delivery vehicles being needed to   

fulfil demand for online shopping. 
 

Andy Graham of White Willow Consulting who works with the TTF said 
 

“We may be getting back the amount of traffic we were used to before the pandemic, but the 

journey types and times are very different. This suggests that authorities may need to change the 

way they manage their network to most efficiently cope with “new shape of traffic”. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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BAN RIGHT TURNS IN THE UK! 

 

Banning people from turning right reminds me of something I say when speaking to people about 

young drivers who when they first qualify have everything to cope with on the roads. We just can’t 

say for the first “x” number of months you cannot turn right or you cannot use a round a bout. It 

would just not work 

 

However, Vikash V. Gayah an associate professor 

of civil engineering at Penn State university in the 

United States has come up with a theory so far as 

US is concerned that they should ban turns across 

traffic (in the US this would be left turns 

whereas in the UK it would be right) in big towns 

and cities in order to ease congestion, reduce 

emissions and prevent crashes.  

 

His conclusions come after studying new research 

using evidence from logistics company UPS. 

 

The comments come in an article for the academic website The Conversation. Gayah noted that 

40% of crashes in the US occur at intersections, including 50% of crashes causing serious injury 20% 

of those causing fatalities. Around 61% of crashes at intersections in the US involve a left-hand turn 

— the equivalent of a right-hand turn in the UK. Studying urban traffic flow for nearly a decade, 

Gayah believes the ban would improve transport efficiency and safety. Cars making right-hand 

turns across traffic can often cause queues. This results in delays and raising emissions from idling 

engines. Driver misjudgement also leads to more crashes. Gayah claims that cutting out 

unnecessary turns could result in a 2% reduction in annual emissions from motorists. He adds that 

the benefits of a more even flow of traffic would outweigh the costs of forcing cars to take longer 

routes to their destination. 

 

Edmund King, President of the AA commented  

 

“That such a system - whilst sensible in American cities - would not work on the UK’s more 

eccentric road network. Their road system uses a block/grid system. In America if you miss a turn 

you just take a turn at the next block. That’s not the case in the UK, where cities were developed 

over time and the road layout is more confusing. If a driver was to try and avoid all right-hand turns 

here they would soon get lost and it would result in many more miles being driven and CO2 

produced.” 

 

In 2020, the average British driver spent 37 hours in traffic. This is down from 115 hours in 2019 due 

to reduced congestion caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Londoners spent 69 hours in traffic in 

2020, a reduction of 53%. 

 

WALES PUT A HALT ON ROAD BUILDING PROJECTS 

 

The Welsh Government has announced a freeze on new road building projects, while a review of 

highway schemes across the country is carried out as a response to its commitment to reduce 

greenhouse gases and how its future programme will act decisively to tackle the climate 

emergency’. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DEVELOPMENT OF ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION 

 

A new approach for the development of road safety education courses and materials has been set 

out in a report produced by experts in eleven European countries and published today by the 

European Transport Safety Council (ETSC), the Flemish 

Foundation for Traffic Knowledge (VSV) and Fundación 

MAPFRE. 

 

The LEARN Manual sets out guidance as a starting point for 

those who design, test, implement and evaluate 

educational activities on traffic safety and mobility and 

are embarking upon the creation of new, or updating 

existing, activities and seeks to set out an eight stage 

approach 

 

• Analyse 

• Define Objectives 

• Achieving Change 

• Design 

• Pre-test 

• Produce 

• Implement 

• Evaluate 

 

The new resource should also be useful to authorities, schools and organisations when deciding on 

which activities and projects to buy or fund.  The guidelines reflect a list of minimum criteria that 

should be included or considered, in order to ensure high quality standards are maintained. 

 

You can find a copy of the white paper initially at 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after which it can be located at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-documents-codes-of-practice/ 
 

 

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMMIT TO NEW WOODLAND 

 

Highways England has announced that new woodland the size of 135 football pitches will be planted 

alongside the route of the proposed Lower Thames Crossing (LTC), in partnership with Forestry 

England.  

 

The new community woodland is part of its 

commitment to increase biodiversity along the Strategic 

Road Network by 2050 and will go ahead regardless of 

consent being granted for the crossing. 

 

Highways England said the planned woodland at Hole 

Farm near Great Warley, Brentwood in Essex will be the 

largest community woodland in the East of England and 

described it as being at the heart of the project’s plans to boost the wildlife and increase habitats 

in the area. The site will be managed by Forestry England, the country’s largest land manager, on 

Highways England’s behalf. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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PEDESTRIANS BANNED FROM USING A MOBILE PHONE 
 

Poland now prohibits pedestrians from using a phone when crossing the road following changes to 

the Traffic regulation schedule which came into force on 1st June 2021. The changes also grant full 

priority to crossing pedestrians. 
 

The new changes prohibit using a phone or 

other electronic device while entering or 

crossing a road, including when entering or 

crossing a pedestrian crossing. The ban 

applies only to using the phone in a way that 

hinders pedestrians from observing the 

situation on the road, track or pedestrian 

crossing, i.e. texting, browsing, watching 

video, having a video call or any other use 

requiring staring at the display. 
 

According to the changes, pedestrians 

entering a pedestrian crossing will have 

priority over any vehicle except a tram. 

Pedestrians will have priority over the tram 

only when they are already at the pedestrian 

crossing. In order to increase pedestrian 

safety in the area of a pedestrian crossing, 

the legislator clarified the rules on the 

behaviour of vehicle drivers, obliging them to 

observe not only the pedestrian crossing but 

also its adjacent area and to allow safe 

crossing for pedestrians. The driver of the 

vehicle approaching the pedestrian crossing is 

obliged to keep extreme caution, reduce 

speed so as to not endanger pedestrians and 

allow them to cross first. The new regulations 

do not release pedestrians from the 

obligation to be particularly careful when 

crossing at a pedestrian crossing. It is still 

forbidden for them to enter the road directly 

in front of the moving vehicle, including at 

the pedestrian crossing. 

 

DIRECT VISION STANDARDS SHOW PROMISING RESULTS 
 

TfL says an initiative and its implementation to protect vulnerable road users in London from the 

most dangerous heavy goods vehicles by the introduction of its “Direct Vision Standard” initiative 

has “saved lives and improved road safety from its onset.” Under the Direct Vision Standard, HGVs 

are given a rating between ‘zero-star’ (lowest) and ‘five-star’ (highest) – based on how much the 

driver can see directly through their cab windows. Only vehicles with a valid safety permit – those 

rated ‘one-star’ and above – have been able to operate in London since March 2021. The operators 

of lorries rated zero-star are required to fit safe systems in order to obtain a permit to include;  
 

 

• High quality mirrors and side guards 

• Cameras covering blind spots linked to an 

in-cab display 

• An audible warning when turning left 

• Motion sensors covering the sides of the 

HGV at low speeds 

• A prominent warning on the back of their 

vehicle 
 

To date, more than 136,000 permits have been 

issued, including more than 4,000 to 5-star 

vehicles. Around 70,000 zero-star HGVs have now had safe systems fitted, ‘improving protection for 

people walking, cycling or riding e-scooters or motorcycles’. 

 

The standards will tighten in October 2024, when the minimum star rating will be three-stars and 

above. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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THE HIGHWAY CODE 

 

The Highway Code is celebrating its 90th birthday having been born in Great Britain in 1931. At the 

time there were only 2.3 million vehicles on the road but more than 7,000 people died in road 

crashes each year so I am informed.  Now in a normal year we average just short of 1,800 road 

deaths with just short of 40 million vehicles so we can point to some success albeit that we have 

not done so well in reducing the fatalities in the last decade. 

 

According to the DVSA, the first edition of the Highway Code 

did not mention the use of mirrors and it advised drivers to 

sound their horn when overtaking. 

 

But I wonder just what you think the Highway Code should 

contain?  Some say that it is in fact a very useful book but it 

is not really a code. There is far more in it now with at time 

lengthy explanations which in itself is valuable but some 

would question whether we need a set of 40 to 50 relevant 

one line statements about what we should and should not do 

maybe as a sort of executive summary or annexe 

 

Nearly three quarters of drivers (72%) think 

the Highway Code should be updated. New 

information should include smart motorways.  

 

Drivers in the South East of England (76%) are 

the keenest to see more advice on smart 

motorways. They may perhaps be wary of the 

new smart motorway sections of the M20 and 

M23. 

 

Six in 10 drivers (62%) say they want to see 

more information on electric vehicles. This 

includes the charging infrastructure and road 

sign meanings. There is currently no official 

section with guidance on electric vehicles. 

This is despite the government’s push for 

drivers to buy more eco-friendly vehicles. 

 

A further 60% said they want more guidance 

on vulnerable road users like electric scooters 

and cyclists. The number of cyclists killed or 

seriously injured on Great Britain’s roads has 

increased by 8% since 2009. Cyclists 

accounted for 14% of casualties and 6% of 

road deaths in Great Britain in 2019. 

 

But are some of these matters for a Highway Code. The bigger it gets the less likely we are to pick 

it up from time to time! 
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POTHOLE FUNDING ALSO NEEDS DIRECTING TOWARDS CYCLE PATHS AND FOOTWAYS 
 

Zurich Municipal has called for local authority pothole funding to give greater focus to cycle paths 

and footways to protect cyclists and e-scooter 

riders. The local government insurer said that 

although 2020/21 saw a 15% increase in highway 

maintenance budgets – partly due to the £2.5bn 

Pothole Fund – central government road funding 

policies favour motorists.  
 

Within the formula, council funding has a 82.42% 

weighting on roads, 15.4% on bridges and 2% on 

lighting columns, but with no suggested allowance 

for cycle ways and footways.’ 
 

Sarah Rowan, public services segment manager, said:  
 

“Cycling has exploded in popularity during 

the pandemic which, along with the 

introduction of e-scooters has changed the 

way our roads are used. The challenge now 

confronting the Government is how to avoid a 

rise in related injuries as an unintended 

consequence of green recovery. We are 

urging the Government to reassess its 

allocation of transport spending to reflect the 

changing nature of our roads and enable local 

government to prioritise active travel 

routes.” 
 

While poor road surfaces affect every road user, cyclists and e-scooter riders face disproportionate 

risks, with potholes potentially resulting in a life changing injury or even death. It pointed out that 

analysis of Department for Transport figures by Cycling UK showed 368 cyclists were badly injured 

in crashes caused by poor road surfaces between 2007 and 2016. In 2020 the insurer received more 

than 2,800 highway claims for injuries sustained on roads and pavements. Despite seeing claims 

drop off early in 2020, it said it subsequently saw a ‘worrying reversal’, which could be down to 

changing road usage. 

 

FIRST EVER EV RALLY 
 

The RAC is to use its electric breakdown technology to support the first EV rally to take place in 

England on Sunday 18 July 2021. The London to Brighton EV Rally (L2BEVR) will start on the banks 

of the River Thames and cover over 58 miles, passing through the Sussex and Surrey countryside 

before finishing at Madeira Drive on Brighton seafront. 
 

The event is being organised by Brighton-based bus company The Big Lemon and sponsored by 

Britain’s biggest generator of zero carbon electricity EDF. 
 

The RAC has teamed up with this year’s event as the official breakdown and recovery partner with 

its expert patrols on hand to rescue any competitor who runs into difficulty. The RAC is ideally 

placed to support the event as it’s the only UK breakdown company in the UK able to recharge a 

flat or severely depleted EV from a lightweight van-mounted charging unit. RAC EV Boost is capable 

of topping up an out-of-charge EV enough to be driven a short distance home or to a nearby 

chargepoint.  

Any vehicles the RAC can’t fix at the roadside will be recovered by one of its patrol vans using the 

pioneering All-Wheels-Up recovery system which gives flatbed capability to an RAC van meaning 

there’s no need to wait for a tow truck. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ANTI-AGING CREAM 

 

Remember all those adds which suggest you can make your skin smoother and cut all those wrinkles 

but the sceptics amongst us doubt there claims however here comes a new Anti Aging Cream as it 

has become known….   
 

Highways England has dubbed a new type of material an “anti-ageing cream for roads” and says it 

could prevent the need for roadworks and reduce environmental impact. With England’s motorways 

and major A-roads expected to be resurfaced every 10-12 years because water, sun and air, 

combined with the weight of heavy traffic, causes the surface to deteriorate and crack. 
 

The latest asphalt mix, which is held together by new bitumen, is designed to be more resistant to 

the elements, by oxidising more slowly. It means that the road surface stays flexible for longer, 

preventing cracks forming. 
 

A section of dual carriageway in Northamptonshire has become the first in the country to be 

resurfaced with the new material. 
 

Mike Wilson, Highways England’s Chief Highways Engineer said 
 

“The ultimate priority for us is safety so we invest in new technology and materials to keep 

those using the roads safe. Longer lasting roads mean fewer roadworks, less disruption for 

motorists and a more sustainable network for everyone.” 

 
 

DRIVING TEST PASS RATE STATISTICS 
 

The practical test pass rate reached a record 

high during the pandemic, according to new 

figures released by the Department for 

Transport. 
 

The data, which spans April 2020 to March 

2021, shows that 49.8% of learners passed the 

practical test, up by 3.9% on 2019-20 figures. 

The theory test pass rate was 55.7%, the 

highest since 2013-14 and 8.6% higher than 

the previous year. 
 

The pandemic did mean 72.7% fewer practical 

tests took place in 2020-21 compared to the 

previous year. Car theory tests were down by 

more than 50%. 

 

IS YOUR VEHICLE UP TO E10 

 

This summer the standard petrol grade in the UK will become E10. Currently, UK petrol is E5, 

meaning it contains up to 5% bioethanol. E10 petrol will see the amount of bioethanol increase to 

10%. 
 

Petrol cars manufactured after 2011 and most modern motorcycles are E10 compatible. However, 

around 5% of petrol vehicles made before 2011 will need to continue to use E5 petrol which will 

remain available as the super grade petrol option at the pumps. 
 

Using E10 fuel in an incompatible petrol vehicle will not cause immediate harm but continued use 

could damage your engine’s parts. If in doubt about the compatibility of your vehicle, you can use 

the online E10 vehicle checker or seek further advice from the vehicle manufacturer or garage. 
 

You can use this link to check that your car/motorcycle is compatible using E10  

https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-e10-petrol 
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COST OF OFFENDING 
 

A recent study from Zutobi found that Norway is the strictest country for driving fines. Fines for 
speeding on the motorway are as high as €711, drink driving will set you back €5,783, while fines 
for running a red light are a minimum of €756. 
 

Albania is the least strict country in Europe for driving fines. Fines are as low as €8 for using your 
phone whilst driving, €10 for running a red light, €20 as a minimum for speeding on the motorway  
and their highest fine is €175 for drink driving 
 

The research has revealed the UK has the third strictest driving fines in Europe as can been seen by 
the table below. 

Other facts which came out during the research were 
 

The Czech Republic is the least expensive 
country for motorway speeding fines, starting at 
a minimum of €19 for exceeding the 130km/h 
speed limit. 
 

Italy has the highest number of speed cameras 

across the continent with 8,073 speed cameras. 

 

Slovakia has the lowest number of speed 

cameras in Europe, with only 13 across the 

entire country. 

 

Norway has the highest fines for the drink 
driving limit, starting at €5,783 for being over 
the 0.02% blood alcohol limit, in comparison to 
the Czech Republic with fines starting from just 
€19 for having anything over 0% alcohol in your 
blood. 
 

The strictest alcohol blood limits in Europe are 
in Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
which only accept a 0% alcohol blood limit. 
 

The least strict alcohol blood limits are in the 

UK which accepts a 0.08% alcohol blood limit. 

 

The least expensive fine for using your mobile 
phone in Europe can be found in Albania where 
fines are as low as €8. 
 

The most expensive fine for using your mobile 

phone can be found in the Netherlands at €230! 

 

When it comes to running a red light, Albania 
again has the least expensive driving fine at €10 
minimum penalty. 
 

The most expensive fine for ignoring the stop 
signal can be found in Norway with penalties of 
up to €756. 
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ROAD CASUALTIES 2020 – PROVISIONAL FIGURES 

 

With BIG words of caution we have just received the provisional figures for road deaths and 

casualties for 2020.  

 

The final results will be published in September following further scrutiny and any adjustments 

which need to be made which are not expected to change these provisional figures a great deal.  

 

The fall casualties was of course expected and very welcome but to draw any real meaning from 

the reductions, given the pandemic, is very difficult which will be a similar concluding remark when 

we get figures for 2021 next year. 

 

However the key facts which will when finalised/adjusted be for the record:  

 

There were an estimated 1,472 reported 

road deaths in 2020 a decrease of 16% from 

the previous year. This includes a total of 4 

months of national lockdown (April to June 

and November) 

 

An estimated 22,014 people were 

seriously injured a decrease of 22% over 2019 

 

There were an estimated 91,847 people 

slightly injured and decrease of some 25% 

 

Overall 115,333 people were killed on injured on the roads of Great Brittan during 2020 a 

decrease of 25% from 2019 
 

The reduction in road traffic in the same period and decreased by 21% 

 

ATTENTION HORSES ON THE ROAD 

 

New roadside posters to educate drivers on how to pass horses safely on the road have been 

installed at 10 ‘hotspot’ locations across Carmarthenshire. 

 

Carmarthenshire County Council’s road safety 

team has joined forces with the British Horse 

Society (BHS) to launch the ‘pass wide and 

slow’ campaign. 

 

Horses and their riders can be vulnerable on 

the road; and a collision involving a horse and 

a vehicle can have life threatening 

consequences for the horse, the rider as well 

as the occupants of the vehicle. 

 

According to the BHS, around 80% of incidents occur because a vehicle has passed too closely to the 

horse – which is unacceptable and can easily be avoided. 

 

It is understood Carmarthenshire is the first local authority in Wales to install the posters on its 

roads, and it is hoped that other councils will follow suit. 
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HIDDEN DRIVERS TRIALS 
 

Hermes and Ford are conducting trials with ‘hidden’ drivers to help understand how people are 

likely to respond to autonomous delivery vehicles. 
 

The specially modified Ford Transit features a number of sensors designed to mimic the look of a 

fully self-driving vehicle, while a ‘human car 

seat’ allows a concealed human driver to 

operate the vehicle in a way that leads others 

to believe no-one is at the wheel. 

 

Pedestrian couriers will be responsible for 

loading and unloading the van, aided by a 

smartphone app that allows the vehicle to be 

hailed to their location and the cargo doors to 

be unlocked. 
 

The two-week trial, beginning in Oxford, will help Hermes establish how best to structure their 

teams to work with driverless vehicles, while Ford will use the study to investigate ways of 

communicating the intentions of a self-driving vehicle to other road users, particularly pedestrians 

and cyclists. 

 

PANDEMIC AND RECOVERY: WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR ROAD SAFETY? 
 

Professor Nicola Christie, Professor of Transport Safety at UCL Department of Civil, Environmental 

and Geomatic Engineering and in her capacity as President of the London Road Safety Council has 

written a thought provoking paper looking at the Implications of the Pandemic 

for Road Safety. Nicola’s experience covers 16 years at Transport Research 

Laboratory, 10 years at the University of Surrey and time as senior consultant at 

MVA and now at UCL. Her research interests have focused on the causes and 

consequences of road traffic collisions and other unintentional injuries and the 

evaluation of interventions to reduce injuries.  
 

You can find a copy of her paper initially at 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after which it can be located at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/ 
 
 

JUNE BACKPAGE ANSWERS 
 

Congratulations to Ron Tregaskes a driver trainer from South London who was the first to correctly 

identify the sites on the backpage of June edition of Traffic Safety Roads.  
 

For those interested or had a go but could not get them all they were  

1. Stirling Castle     

2. Monument in London 

3. Stonehenge 

4. St Albans Abbey 

5. Liverpool Docks 

6. Eden Project in Cornwall 

7. Radcliffe Camera/The Bodleian Library in Oxford 

 

Why not see if you can be the first to submit your answers to the backpage for this month 

Traffic Safety Roads 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/


16 

 

 

BACKPAGE 

Can You identify these landmarks – email your answers to graham@grahamfeest.com 
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