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THE GREEN CROSS CODE MAN
Dave Prowse well known for playing Darth Vader in the Star Wars Films of the seventies but to many
was the Green Cross Code Man who toured schools and featured
on publicity materials promoting road safety died in the last
few days of November at the age of 85.
He played a significant role in children road safety up and down
the UK and I had occasion to meet with him on a number of
occasions. He thrilled children with his presentation and safety
messages many of who saw him as an iconic hero from Star
Wars. Have to admit that I have never watched a Star Wars
movie
Despite the enduring clamour for Star Wars, the actor always
maintained that playing the Green Cross Code Man which he
first portrayed in 1975, was the "best job I ever had".
Dressed in a distinctive green and white superhero suit, he
became the face of British road safety for more than a decade,
known for his catchphrase "Stop, look and listen".

NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF DVSA
Loveday Ryder has been appointed the new Chief Executive of the Driver and Vehicle Standards
Agency (DVSA) and will take up her new role on 1st January 2021. She takes
over from Gareth Llewellyn who had been in the post since April 2016.
The appointment of the Chief Executive of the DVSA is very significant in the
world of road safety.
Loveday was appointed as BPDTS Ltd’s Chief Executive Officer on 22nd
January 2018. BPDTS provides specialist digital technology services to the
Department for Work and Pensions. Previously, to that she spent 12 years in
the Ministry of Justice where she served in several senior roles in organisation
design, change management and programme delivery. Before joining the Civil
Service in 2006, Loveday worked within a specialist management consultancy.
PARK AND RIDE
Transport Focus and Highways England have
worked together to understand the potential
for ‘park and ride’ to reduce congestion on
England’s motorways and major ‘A’ roads by
providing an alternative to driving the whole
journey. The research, undertaken before the
spring 2020 Covid-19 lockdown, gathered the
views of almost 500 people found that park
and ride has the potential to help reduce
road congestion but people need to know

about it. The overwhelming reason people did
not considering park and ride was due to a
lack of awareness.
There were also gaps in understanding of key
aspects such as ticketing and frequency of
buses. Other barriers include uncertainty over
journey time and negative assumptions such
as the perceived hassle in comparison to
driving or taking the train.
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LEARNING TO DRIVE
New research by comparethemarket.com has looked at the reasons why some people who never
learnt to drive and whether they will ever do so in the future. The survey was based on 1,500 nondriving British adults.
Cost prevails as the main factor putting people off learning to drive, with almost a third (31%)
saying the cost of lessons put them off from learning, and a further 31% of people say that they
can’t afford to purchase a car or its
running costs.
Nearly a quarter (24%) have said they
simply don’t want to drive, and the
fear of getting behind the wheel was
another determining factor with
nearly one fifth (19%) saying they’re
scared of other drivers on the road
and having an accident.
Two thirds (69%) have said they
regret never learning to drive, and
40% don’t think they’ll ever learn.
There are considerable differences between male and female respondents too. Nearly a quarter
(23%) of women claimed the main reason they never learnt to drive was that they’re scared of
other drivers, while just 10% of men said the same. A further 22% of women admitted they’re
scared of being involved in a collision but only 11% of men agreed.
Those aged between 18 – 24 have been financially hit hard by the pandemic, so it’s unsurprising
that this age group said they’ve never learnt to drive due to affordability (28%). Of that age group
69% are keeping positive and will look to learn to drive in the future.
LOCKDOWN SPEEDING
New Government figures have now confirmed the proportion of cars exceeding the speed limit rose
on all road types during the first Covid-19 lockdown. The figures published in November 2020 at
measure speed and compliance at sites where the road conditions are ‘free flowing’ – for example
roads with no junctions, hills, sharp bends, speed
enforcement cameras or other traffic calming
measures showed that during April to June 2020 - 63%
of cars exceeded the speed limit on 30mph roads –
compared to 56% during the same period in 2019.
There was also a 7% rise in the percentage of cars
exceeding the speed limit on national speed limit
single carriageway roads. The percentage rose
slightly on motorways by 1%.
The DfT says after ‘very little variation’ year-on-year, differences emerged as road traffic levels
reduced sharply in late March after the lockdown was introduced on 23 rd March 2020. However as
lockdown restrictions eased and road traffic began to return to normal levels and speed limit
speeds started to return to levels more appropriate levels.
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VEHICLE SECURITY AND THEFT
With an estimated 35 million cars on Britain’s roads a new study by Direct Line Car Insurance
reveals that almost five million vehicles are at high risk of theft and break-ins due to a lack of
security measures. One in seven drivers (14 per cent) have no security measures installed in their
car whatsoever – the equivalent of 5.7 million people..
Direct Line analysed where cars were most likely to be stolen, broken into or attempted to be
broken into which showed vehicles
parked in public car parks were more
likely to attract the attention of car
thieves (20 per cent). The second most
likely place for a car to be targeted was
on-street parking immediately outside
the owner’s property (18 per cent. This
was closely followed by parking away
from the home, such as while on a
holiday or on an outing (15 per cent).
This is a concern for motorists as due to
the lack of dedicated parking spaces
and garages factored into new developments, on street parking is used now, more than ever
before.
While the use of garages has decreased by nearly a third, the use of on street parking has increased
by over a quarter (26 per cent) in the last decade. An estimated 1.7 million fewer motorists park
their car in a garage now compared to a decade ago. This trend is particularly prevalent in urban
areas where the proportion of motorists parking in garages has fallen by 39 per cent since 2009,
with 240,000 fewer people now using garages.
Of those who do have safety features installed in their cars, the most common measures are car
alarms, which nearly two thirds of vehicles have (60 per cent), followed by built in steering locks
(38 per cent) and vehicle immobilisers (36 per cent). Completing the top five are GPS trackers (17
per cent) and accessory steering locks (12 per cent).
When looking specifically at security measures the North East is the region with the most secure
vehicles, with 90 per cent of motorists having at least one security measure installed in their
vehicle, while Scotland (79 per cent) is the region with the fewest.
Over the last five years, car theft in England and Wales has increased by 29 percent, with an
estimated 80,000 thefts of vehicles reported between April 2019 and March 2020. This is a
significant rise from the 62,000 reported between April 2014 and March 2015, though it is also
important to note that over the past three years car theft has been gradually falling, from a recent
high of 82,000 in 2018-19. Furthermore, over the past decade vehicle theft volumes have been
significantly lower than the previous 10 years, with an annual average of 78,000 car thefts annually
between April 2010 and March 2020, compared to an average of 211,000 between January 1999 and
March 2010.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Graham Feest Traffic Safety Roads newsletter is distributed free to a
wide range of road safety practitioners. Comments on the items are welcomed as are any articles or
points which readers may wish to make that are either directly related to a published item, an expression
of personal views or an article of a relevant and topical nature. Any contributions will be appropriately
assigned and the Graham Feest Consultancy has the final say on what it included.
Send any contributions to graham@grahamfeest.com
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Moving forward with faith – The one day interactive conference style events arranged by the Graham
Feest Consultancy in 2021 so far includes the following dates (subject to amendment if circumstances
dictate) and locations. To find out more and to book you place within the limited numbers set to
comply with government regulations go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
and follow the appropriate links. All venues are considered Covid Secure. Book your place now but
await payment instruction date. Genuine reservations only please. New details being added regularly.

Durham
Monday 22nd March 2021
Redworth Hall Hotel, Redworth, Durham DL5 6NL
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Stirling
Monday 19th April 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Spittal Street, Stirling FK8 1DU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Nottingham
Monday 17th May 2021
Nottingham Trent University Burton Street,
Nottingham NG1 4BU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Hull
4

Monday 27 September 2021

The Guildhall, Lowgate, Hull HU1 2AA
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.
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VALUABLE ON-LINE STATISTICAL TOOL
The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) has launched an interactive online
dashboard that has been constructed by Agilysis and provides unique information about all reported
casualties and the other vehicles involved for each GB parliamentary constituency.

This is one of the most valuable and informative tools for Members of Parliament and Road Safety
Practitioners currently available. While conventional reports focus on casualty numbers, based on
injured road users, few show the other vehicle involved in the crash (the conflicting vehicle).
PACTS said
“This is even more important now as the
percentage of those injured on the roads who
are classed as vulnerable road users (those
who aren’t vehicle occupants) is increasing
and the government is promoting active
travel. The new Dashboard therefore provides
a unique insight constituency into road
danger, particularly for pedestrians, pedal
cyclists and motorcyclists. The Dashboard

uses official published data from the
Department for Transport, between 2015 and
2019 and plots each casualty on the map
according to injury severity. Users can filter
results in each constituency according to the
recorded speed limit, severity, casualty age
band and casualty type. Basic information
about each casualty is also available when
individual locations are selected.”

This
quite
unique
resource
is
freely
available
to
all
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/fec6e2c2b19643acb39d522cf310d6f5

on

line

at

RESPECT FOR ROAD WORKERS LACKING
Tarmac has called on the Government to change the law to give highway workers the same level of
protection from abuse as emergency workers following new research which has revealed that
despite highway workers delivering essential maintenance of roads – often at night – only 42% of the
British public consider them to be key workers.
Tarmac described rates of abuse by members of the public towards highways workers as ‘alarmingly
high’. Over 750 cases of aggression or verbal abuse and over 150 threats of violence or actual
attacks with a weapon have occurred since 2017, and incidents are on the rise. However 83% of
drivers say they have never seen an altercation between a road worker and a member of the public.
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MOVEMENT OF ABNORMAL LOADS
The Heavy Transport Association has initiated the first in a new programme of projects that will
look at various aspects of the movement of abnormal indivisible loads, analysing good practice from
the UK and elsewhere in the world to ensure that movement of these loads is performed as safely
and efficiently as possible.
The first project in the programme is SAbLE – Safer Abnormal Load Escorting, the aim of which is
“To improve the safety and operational efficiency of
Abnormal Load movements through appropriate
escorting practices.” The SABLE project aims to bring
together a full range of stakeholders including:
abnormal load hauliers, route surveyors, permit agents,
consultants, abnormal load escorts, infrastructure
owners /managers, equipment manufacturers and the police.
The project, led by international road safety consultancy The Transafe Network, will examine
current practices in the risk assessment and escorting of abnormal loads and identify future
practices which have the potential to enhance the safety and efficiency of these movements. This
will include practices to improve safety for all road users and the most efficient use of the road
network.
WORKING DRIVERS v NON WORKING DRIVERS
The new report published by the UCL Centre for Transport Studies into work related driving shows
new trends and risks for occupational drivers and other road users.
A third of road deaths and a fifth of serious injuries are
sustained in collisions involving a ‘working’ driver or rider and
statistics show of the 520 fatalities recorded by the police in
2018 from road collisions involving a working driver/rider, 432
(83%) of these were with other road users. Working drivers and
their passengers accounted for the other 88 fatalities (17%).
Meanwhile, between 2011 and 2018, 39% of pedestrians killed
in Great Britain were involved in collisions with a working
driver (someone who is driving as part of their job, rather than
commuting to work).
The report concludes that the changing economy has led to a
rapid increase in the number of vans on the road – as well as
the proportion of people working in the gig economy, where
they are paid per job, or ‘gig’.
Estimates suggest that on average, a van covers around 12,800
miles per year, equating to 15.4% of all vehicle mileage – with
20% of these miles being on minor urban roads. Vans and their drivers are not subject to the same
strict regulation of driver training, restrictions on driving hours and roadworthiness testing as HGVs,
buses and coaches.
A copy of the study can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
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AROUND THE WORLD
………. Harsher penalties will be imposed on drivers caught drink and drug driving in New South
Wales (NSW), Australia, from January 2021 and speed camera warning
signs will also be scrapped. The new law, combining drink and drug
driving and changes to the mobile speed camera program, are part of a
major crackdown on offences to save lives on the roads.
Their research shows you are 23 times more likely to crash if you are
under the influence of both alcohol and drugs. Transport for NSW highlights that, since 2015, there
have been 101 serious crashes involving a driver or rider with illegal levels of both alcohol and
drugs in their systems. In the crashes 98 people were killed and 52 seriously injured.
Independent modelling from Monash University Accident Research Centre found these
enhancements to the mobile speed camera program may save between 34 and 43 lives, and prevent
around 600 serious injuries in NSW each year.
………. A new study has revealed the impact COVID-19 on the behaviour of drivers in Canada.
Compared to before the pandemic, 5.5 percent of Canadians admitted they were more likely to
excessively exceed the posted speed limit during COVID-19;
approximately 1.46 million licensed drivers. In addition, 4.2 percent said
they were more likely to drive distracted, 9.1 percent of respondents
reported they had more difficulty focusing while driving and 2.4 percent
admitted they were more likely to drive within two hours of consuming
alcohol.
While the percentages show only a minority of Canadians engage in such dangerous driving
behaviours, they still represent well over a million drivers.
……….The Netherlands claim to be leading the way in Europe when it comes to monitoring phone
use in traffic, according to a new report.
The Institute for Road Safety Research (SWOV) study looked at how the
ban on smartphone use among drivers and cyclists is enforced in the
Netherlands and other European countries. Researchers pointed out that
distraction in traffic is one of the enforcement priorities for police in the
Netherlands which made officers “adept” at focused monitoring of
smartphone use by drivers and cyclists.
Since 2019, the ban on handheld phone use has explicitly included handheld use of other mobile
electronic devices. In other countries, the ban usually only refers to smartphone use (as yet) which
implies that suspected offenders frequently plead that they did not hold a phone but another
device altogether.
Researchers said it was “relatively safe to conclude” that the Netherlands led the European field in
camera and police enforcement targeting cyclists.
The report recommended existing enforcement methods of police surveillance and camera-based
enforcement should be continued, along with supported communication via the media, among
others and also investing in new technologies such as the development of “smarter” cameras to
detect violations.
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DEPRIVATION AND CASUALTIES
So often we see areas of deprivation in any national statistics on any subject area presenting poorer
results and there has always been a problem in this area when it comes to road traffic collisions.
The London Road Safety Council has published the findings of a study which shows that people
living and working in London’s most deprived neighbourhoods are twice as likely to be injured in a
road traffic collision as the least deprived areas.
The study produced for London’s Poverty Profile by WPI Economics on behalf of Trust for London
and the London Road Safety Council (LRSC), explored the relationship between deprivation and the
area in which road collisions occur.
The study concluded that:








There are more road traffic collisions recorded in the most deprived neighbourhoods in
London than the least deprived; the 10% of areas with the highest deprivation saw nearly
3,000 casualties in 2019, more than double the 1,400 in the 10% of areas with the lowest
deprivation.
A similar pattern is seen on roads where the speed limit is below 30 miles per hour,
implying these collisions affect residents in more deprived areas, not just on main roads
passing through them.
This trend is even more extreme when looking only at collisions involving pedestrians; these
are nearly three times as common in the most deprived neighbourhoods compared to the
least.
The relationship between road collisions and deprivation can be seen most clearly in
collisions involving slight injuries.

Over 25,000 road collisions were recorded in London in 2019. The vast majority of these resulted in
only slight injuries but over 3,600 resulted in serious injuries such as fractures and burns. Sadly, 120
road collisions in London in 2019 led to the death of one or more drivers, passengers, riders,
cyclists or pedestrians.
However there were more road traffic collisions recorded in the most deprived neighbourhoods in
London. The 10% of areas with the highest deprivation saw nearly 3,000 collisions in 2019 more than
double the 1,400 in the 10% of areas with the lowest deprivation. A similar pattern is seen on roads
where the speed limit is below 30
miles per hour implying these
collisions affect residents in more
deprived areas, not just on main
roads passing through them. This
trend is even more extreme when
looking only at collisions involving
pedestrians; these are nearly three
times as common in the most
deprived neighbourhoods compared
to the least.
The relationship between road collisions and deprivation can be seen most clearly in collisions
involving slight injuries. This is probably because these are the most common type of incident and
with relatively few serious and fatal accidents it is more difficult to find a clear pattern.
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LEGALISATION OF E-SCOOTERS – A WHILE YET
The Department of Transport has responded to the report from the Transport Select Committee
with regard e-scooters in which it says that they will consider the
findings of ongoing trials before deciding whether the use of escooters, including privately owned vehicles, should be made legal
on the road and if so, what legal framework should regulate their
use.
The Department states that it needs to fully understand the
impacts— both positive and negative—of this new mode. Only then
will the Government make any decisions about legislating for the
long term and the regulatory underpinning to ensure e-scooters are
used as safely and efficiently as possible. Evaluation of e-scooter trials across the country will
provide us with the evidence needed about their impacts as well as what cities and other
stakeholders consider the most appropriate regulatory framework necessary.
Committee chairman Huw Merriman said:
“We are pleased that the Department is
putting a premium on collecting data and
evidence from the trials and from other
countries. We maintain our view that 18
months is a suitable timeframe to analyse the
results of e-scooter trials and implement any
decisions. This takes us to April 2022 and we
urge the Government does not lose
momentum on this. As we go into Christmas,

we are mindful that the sales and use of
private e-scooters – which are still illegal –
continue to rise, with continued negative
impacts on pedestrians and disabled people.
Encouraging people out of cars for short
journeys and on to e-scooters will be
worthwhile if they are environmentally
sustainable in their design and the processes
used to recharge them.”

It agreed with a recommendation from MPs that if privately-owned e-scooters are legalised it
should ensure that the law clearly prohibits their use on footways - but have stressed that currently
and indeed for some time to come the use of a privately own e-scooter is illegal for use on the
road.
COST OF DRINKING AND DRIVING

IAM RoadSmart is warning motorists of
the financial penalty they could face
as the consequence of a drink drive
conviction. They calculate that the
personal financial cost of drink driving
could be as high as £70,000 when
taking into account fines, legal fees,
higher car insurance premiums,
alternative
transport
costs
and
potential loss of earnings following
conviction.
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THE RAC REPORT ON MOTORING 2020
The RAC Report on Motoring 2020 is one of the most authoritive overarching reports published
annually looking at a wide ranging number of issues
and concerns. While 2020 will doubtless go down in
history as the year of the coronavirus pandemic,
just what did the arrival of Covid-19 mean for the
UK’s 40m drivers?
How then did it affect the use of their cars,
their behaviour on the roads, and their plans
to change vehicles in the future? How did it
change their use of public transport and will
it lead to them walking or cycling more in the
future?
This year might also be remembered as a
milestone in the availability of battery
electric, zero emission cars, with far more
models coming on to the market than ever
before as well as the first new Clean Air
Zones outside London finally getting the
green light.
So how are drivers’ opinions changing in light
of these developments and what about
drivers’ attitudes to other, long running
motoring-related issues such as the problem
of illegal mobile phone use and the state of
the country’s roads?

with valuable insight from a varied panel of
experts in the motoring, mobility and wider
transport sectors. The Report remains one of
the most comprehensive studies on driver
behaviour and opinion available in the UK.
The poor state of local roads is officially the
UK’s most widespread motoring concern in
2020.

These are just some of the areas covered in
this year’s RAC Report on Motoring. Coupled

A copy of the study can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
PREPARE NOW FOR DIRECT VISION STANDARD
Direct Vision Standards (DVS) will come into effect on 1 st March 2021. The scheme is part of
London’s Vision Zero action plan to eradicate road deaths and serious injuries from the capital’s
streets. All HGVs over 12 tonnes will need a new HGV Safety Permit, issued free on application,
based on a driver’s field of vision directly through their windows and uses technical specifications
devised by TfL. A star rating system will rank vehicles from zero to five stars, with one star being
the minimum requirement. Vehicles that fail to qualify or operate without a licence will be issued
with a £550 Penalty Charge Notice (£275 if paid within 14 days) for every day driven in the zone.
Vehicles with a zero star rating will only be issued with a permit if fitted with ‘safe system’
measures, such as cameras, side sensors, warning signs and a turn left speaker. DVS will operate 24
hours a day, seven days a week within the existing Low Emission Zone (LEZ) in the capital.
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PARKING AND OR LEAVING YOUR CAR
The majority of motorists to know not to park on double yellow lines or in disabled bays without a
blue badge but what about some of the other things you need to note
when parking or leaving your vehicle. LeaseCar.uk has identified a number
of lesser-known parking rules which could land drivers in hot water if
broken.











Using the horn while a car is
stationary – including whilst parked –
is against the law.
Parking in a cycle lane, or on zig-zags
at zebra crossings or outside of a
school, isn’t allowed.
Parking to load or unload on double
yellow lines is only permitted if the
load is of sufficient volume, weight or
difficulty – collecting a newspaper
from a shop doesn’t count.
The Highway Code says that you can’t
park anywhere that may restrict
access for emergency services, such
as leaving a residential road too
narrow for a fire engine.
Cars parked on a road where the
speed limit is more than 30mph, any
road within 10m of the nearest
junction, facing away from the traffic
or outside of a designated parking
area, should technically have their
sidelights on overnight.










Parking more than 50cm away from
the kerb could lead to an on the spot
fine being issued.
When using any designated space, a
car is not considered ‘in’ the space if
the wheels are over any lines and
could be ticketed.
Parking on a dropped curb could see a
fixed penalty notice applied.
Putting out cones, bins or other
obstacles to reserve a parking space
is not permitted, as it could be
interpreted as causing an obstruction
resulting in a fine.
All engines should be switched off if
leaving a vehicle for some time on a
public road – the law states you have
to be ‘in control’ of your vehicle so
don’t leave it unattended and
running.
Allowing a parked car to build up dirt
could leave its registered owner open
to prosecution, as having an
unreadable number plate is illegal.

SAFE SYSTEMS OF WORK
The Association for Road Traffic Safety and Management (ARTSM) has set up a new working group to
represent the services element of the sector. The working group –
WG5 – will work closely with other associations and interested
parties to promote safe systems of work, using technology to
improve service provisions, and to provide a consistent service to
clients. Group members will be able to contribute to the safety and
competence of field operatives by sharing their experiences and views.
The ARTSM said that after reviewing its role in the highways industry it identified that a large
portion of the sector – the services element – was not represented fully, despite many members
having a services department.
ARTSM is represented on a number of committees in relation to services, including national
highways sector schemes, and works closely with other bodies on reviewing documents such as the
Safety at Street works and Road works Code of Practice (The Red Book).
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NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR IAM ROADSMART
Tony Greenidge has been confirmed as IAM RoadSmart's new Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Tony
joined IAM RoadSmart in 2017 as its Business Development Director before
stepping up to become Interim Chief Executive Officer earlier this year.
Since joining, he has overseen the continued year-on-year growth of the
charity's drink drive rehabilitation and fleet divisions, while more recently and
continuing to lead the organisation through coronavirus.
Having successfully run his own consulting business, Tony brings with him more than two decades of
sales and leadership experience in road safety, risk management, mobility and the corporate fleet
sector.
AN INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF ROAD COLLISION INVESTIGATION APPROACHES
A UK Road Collision Investigation Branch ‘should be established as an impartial investigator,
independent from the existing judicial investigation process operated by the police’ thereby
bringing in line with rail, air and maritime transport
That is one of the recommendations in a new report to
support the work being carried out by the Governmentfunded Road Collision Investigation Project (RCIP) which is
being led by the RAC Foundation and was launched in 2018
The report, authored by Saul Jeavons and Adrian Runacres of
The Transafe Network, provides an international review of
road collision investigation approaches. They studied how
countries as geographically, socially and economically
diverse as Australia, Finland, India, Malaysia, Malta and the
United States undertake post-collision analysis to learn wider
lessons and help cut road deaths and injuries which has led
them to recommend that a UK Road Collision Investigation
Branch (RCIB) should be established as an impartial
investigator with the power and resources to investigate
“major incidents (i.e. of significant economic impact, as
well as those involving injury and death)’ – and be given
access to the scene of an incident as soon as possible after it
occurs.
Among the other recommendations is that the RCIB should be allowed to question investigating
police officers and undertake additional investigations of incidents that may have already been
‘closed’ from a police/judicial point of view.
Whilst there has been a call for an independent body to investigate road crashes for some time
there are differences of opinion as to whether we really need something in addition to the police
whom it is considered do an excellent job. Individuals who are involved in a crash always have the
option to seek an investigation from an independent person although in these circumstances do not
have access to the actual scene as it is an after the event investigation.
A copy of the report can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/
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THE ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL PRINCE MICHAEL ROAD SAFETY AWARDS 2020
There has been a truly international flavour to the awards for 2020 with the Premier award being
made to the Towards Zero Foundation for the #50by30 campaign.
The #50by30 campaign was one of the central advocacy collaborations in the lead up to the United
Nations Resolution on Improving Global Road Safety. Designed and led by the Towards Zero
Foundation, the campaign pushed for inclusion of a target to reduce road deaths and serious
injuries by 50% by 2030 in the resolution. #50by30 is a multi-stakeholder partnership which seeks to
bring together public and private stakeholders aligned to the key road safety objectives of the
campaign.












Towards Zero Foundation - The
#50by30 campaign
The International Road Assessment
Programme (iRAP)
The World Bank
Speed Management Program - Bogotá,
Colombia
Safe Kids Buckle Up
TAC's Road to Zero Education
Complex at Melbourne Museum
Shell Malaysia - Road Safety Varsity
Challenge
World-first, lifesaving, Mobile Phone
Detection Camera Programme
Dubai Road Safety Strategy











World Bank Global Road Safety
Facility (GRSF
Commit to Act - From Global
Commitment to Local Action
LFR International
Agilysis
The Indian Head Injury Foundation Ride with Safety
Scottish Campaigns
International Research Group TRAUMA
Imagine Law - Speed Limit Setting
and Enforcement
Safe School Zones Vietnam
World Bank Global Road Safety
Facility – Africa and Asia Pacific Road
Safety Observatories

Details about the awards winners are set out in a document which can be found for a limited period
at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/
GHOST MARKINGS
Highways England is leading a major international research project to find a solution to issues
around the removal of white lines and of ‘ghost markings.’ The project has set out to identify the
most effective road markings that will also reduce damage to the
surface when they are removed or amended.
When white road markings are removed, for example when road
layouts change the original lines can sometimes still appear as
faint or ‘ghost’ markings, particularly in bright sunshine which
can make the road ahead unclear for drivers but now huge
progress is being made in a trials to eradicate the problem.
Seven new products are being tested to check their skid resistance and performance in the dry and
wet as well as five systems for removing white lines to see if they are more effective in a trial
which will continue until April but the results so far have been very promising and the safety
benefits are already clear.
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SAFETY RATING OF VANS
Euro NCAP and Thatcham Research have highlighted the poor safety rating of many of the van
which operate on the roads which is of particular growing concern as the continuing increase in new
van being registered for the roads especially with the increase in those working in the Gig
economy.
The Van Safety Rating assesses the performance and fitment of emergency braking, speed limiter,
and lane support systems, as well as seat belt reminder technology and set out to highlight how
well they can avoid collisions with other road users.
The research carried out by Thatcham
found that only 12.8% of new vans featured
Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB), a
system that warns the driver and can apply
the vehicle’s brakes if it detects an
imminent collision. The technology is
estimated to reduce around 38% of rearend collisions and also protects vulnerable
road users such as pedestrians and cyclists.
While the fitment of AEB is commonplace
on cars, only a handful of commercial
vehicles feature it as standard and many
brands do not offer the technology at all.
Data from 2018 showed vans were involved
in more crashes that resulted in fatal
injuries to other road users, per mile
travelled, than any other type of vehicle on
the UK’s roads. Between 2013 and 2018,
collisions involving vans were responsible
for a 14% increase in the number of serious
injuries to pedestrians, car occupants, and
van occupants. Cyclist casualties also rose
by 22%.
The results indicated that there is a long
way to go to make vans as safe as cars and
manufacturers need to be much more proactive in their approach. From the all the
vans examined only three out of 19 achieved
a ‘Gold’ rating for the performance of their
driver assistance systems while five received
a ‘Not Recommended’ rating.

The vehicles used in the tests had the highest
level of safety equipment specified, so the
results are not necessarily indicative of every
model on the road, only those that were
ordered with the technology where it doesn’t
come as standard.

In the first batch of tests, only VW’s Transporter – with a performance score of 65%, Ford’s Transit
(63%) and Mercedes-Benz’s Vito (61%) earned a ‘Gold’ rating. Both the VW and Mercedes models are
fitted with AEB as standard in the UK. Five other vans were rated ‘Silver’, and six were ‘Bronze’.
Alas the Renault Master (16%), Nissan NV400 (12%), Renault Traffic (11%), Vauxhall Movano (7%) and
Fiat Talento (5%) performed so badly they were given a ‘Not Recommended’ rating.

14

Traffic Safety Roads
BACKPAGE

15

