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TRIALLING OF WIRELESS ELECTRIC VAN CHARGING
The UK's first wireless charging hub for light commercial vehicles will be installed in Edinburgh in
early 2021.City of Edinburgh Council, Heriot-Watt University
and Flexible Power Systems (FPS) have been awarded £1.6m
funding to investigate the benefits of wireless electric
vehicle charging.
Wireless charging is a technology that allows electric vehicles
to recharge while parked on charging pads instead of using
cables that need to be manually plugged in by a driver. The
project which will start early next year aims to accelerate
the transition to electric vehicles in commercial vehicle
fleets by reducing the cost of charging the vans.
WHAT’S GOING ON IN EUROPE
The city of Paris will extend 30 km/h (18.64
mph) limits to cover the entire city from
2021, and has launched a public consultation
on the measure.
Paris has had 30 km/h
limits covering a wide area for several years,
but it will now be the default speed
everywhere except the ring road and
pedestrianised areas. Grenoble, Lille and
Nantes have made similar moves to 30 km/h
default limits in recent years.

change that could see urban road speed limits
reduced to 30 km/h or lower across the
country by next year. Bilbao will be the first
city of more than 300,000 inhabitants to have
a 30 km/h limit across the entire city.
Almost 90% of the city’s streets already have
the lower limit, but the remaining 50 km/h
streets will now see 30 km/h put in place.
In Brussels, the Belgian capital will also
move to 30 km/h across the vast majority of
streets from 2021.

In neighbouring Spain, the government has
said it is taking the next steps towards a legal

Austria and Germany are in the process of changing traffic laws to increase penalties for speeding.
The Austrian transport minister has indicated that fines for speeders could be doubled and
confiscation of vehicles could become an option in extreme cases, such as when those sanctioned
continue driving after a ban. Driving bans will also be doubled in length in some cases.
In Germany political negotiations over reforms to traffic laws in are ongoing and are likely to
include a doubling of fines for speeding in urban areas, as well new legal protections for pop-up
cycle lanes.
The Spanish government is planning to lower the drink-driving limit for professional and novice
drivers to 0.2 g/l – down from 0.3 g/l. The move would bring Spain into line with several other
countries – as it is currently the only country with a 0.3 g/l limit for any class of driver. In Europe,
novice and professional drivers are often subject to lower limits than other drivers – and many
countries have zero tolerance for these groups, or for all drivers.
There have been changes and tightening of traffic laws in Cyprus. Penalties for specific road
offences have increased, such as causing fatal and serious road traffic collisions. There are a lot
more short term prison sentences and immediate disqualifications available to the courts.

1

Traffic Safety Roads
INCREASE IN WEIGHT OF HGV’s CONSULTATION
The Department for Transport (DfT) has launched an open consultation on proposals to start a trial
of heavier HGVs on UK roads, which could see the maximum weight of some HGVs increased by four
tonnes to 48 tonnes.
There is no separate printed document for the consultation but the text can be found on-line
together
with
the
questions
for
which
a
response
is
requested
at
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ending-the-longer-semi-trailer-trial/longer-semitrailer-trial and covers the following areas:
Executive summary
Background and trial evaluation
The future of the LST trial:
consideration
Forecasts of future operation
Questions for respondents
How to respond

options

for

A trial of longer semi-trailers (LSTs) for articulated goods vehicles began in January 2012, which
was due to last 10 years. However the DfT has now said that ‘off the back of positive results’ from
the trial, it proposes to end the trials early and consult on whether LSTs should be allowed to
permanently operate on roads across the UK.
The DfT said the trial has demonstrated that they’ve saved lorry drivers travelling millions of miles
thereby cutting emissions and boosting productivity. In the past year alone, the 2,600 vehicles
involved in the trial have saved lorry drivers 33.5 million miles and 48,000 tonnes of CO2 which is
the equivalent of taking over 20,000 cars off the road.
REMOVAL OF WALKING AND CYCLING POP UP INFRASTRUCTURE
Highway Authorities have been forced to remove a number of active travel schemes such as widen
pavements and introducing pop up cycle lanes due to a small but vocal number of objections,
which has annoyed various bodies who are promoting
walking and cycling as an alternative means of transport
and active travel. At the same time Local Authorities
have been critised for many schemes which have been
introduced without any evidence that they would be
used and not giving the public an opportunity to
comment before they were implemented.
However Cycling UK said schemes such as pop-up bike
lanes have been scrapped due to concerns they were
causing congestion and to be fair to the Government, they predicted congestion and gridlock could
be a major problem if people returning to work after the Covid lockdown switched to using their
cars. 'Unfortunately, a vocal minority of people and MPs have taken exception to these schemes,
blaming them as the sole cause of congestion.'
A number of transport experts that have warned Britain's could be heading for traffic gridlock once
lockdown restrictions begin to ease as it is felt more people will elect to travel alone by car.
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GRANTS TARGETED TOWARDS TECHNOLOGY FOR REDUCING OFFENDING
The Road Safety Trust is the largest road safety grant provider in the UK – having awarded £3.7m to
49 different projects since 2014. They have confirmed that for 2021 they will be looking to fund
projects that explore how technology can reduce road offending and improve road safety.
Applications are welcomed from public, private and not-for-profit organisations,
as well as registered charities, for grants of between £10k and £200k. In 2019 a
total of £800,000 was awarded to grantees and so on that basis there is plenty of
opportunity available.
The application process opens on 25th February and will run until 19th April
2021
Sally Lines, chief executive of the Road Safety Trust, said:
“The use of developing and emerging technologies will have even more of an impact on the way we
live in 2021. We would like to see a focus on the innovation that is happening throughout the UK
and projects that demonstrate resilience to and take account of challenges relating to COVID-19.
We want to use this grant scheme to really explore and benefit from the use of technology to
improve road safety and in turn help us work towards our vision of zero deaths and serious injuries
on UK”
PRORITY PARKING ANGER!
Designated parking bays for blue badge holders is a contentious matter amongst many members of
the driving public when they struggle to find a parking space and then see row upon row of
designated disabled bays and Mother and baby bays empty when the car park is full or any available
space is right at the other end of the car park and so understandably get very angry when
confronted with a fixed penalty ticket. In particular Mother and Baby bays especially provoke
further fury the argument as it is not the provision of a space or the extra room provided but that
the parking is generally located closest to a building or shop for generally fit and able parents at
the expense of those not able to walk long distances with or without a blue badge.
However research from Churchill Motor Insurance reveals
millions of drivers are parking in designated priority ‘parent
and child’ spaces resulting in some 3.9 million parents (in
2019) wanting to take advantage of the convenience of these
spaces being unable to do so and either having to park
elsewhere or just giving up and going home.
Equally Blue Badge holders are also finding it increasingly difficult to find a parking space, with
almost two million (77 per cent) unable to leave their car in
a designated bay because it was filled by drivers that didn’t
have the entitlement park there.
A third (33 per cent) of people believe it is acceptable to
park in a parent and child spot despite not having a young
child with them at the time and 23 per cent say a disabled
bay is fair game even if they don’t have a Blue Badge.
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NO NEW PETROL OR DIESEL CARS FROM 2030
The Prime Minister has outlined a 10 point plan for a 'green industrial revolution' including bringing
forward a ban on the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans to 2030 although new hybrid cars
and vans will still be available until 2035. In addition the Government is to launch a consultation on
how to phase out new diesel HGVs, although no date has been set yet. The two important
statements in the plan for transport:



Electric vehicles: Backing the UK's manufacturing bases including in the West Midlands,
North East and North Wales to accelerate the transition to electric vehicles and
supporting infrastructure.
Public transport, cycling and walking: Making cycling and walking more attractive ways
to travel and investing in zero-emission public transport of the future.
Over recent years we have seen the projection of this coming
from earlier announcements of 2050 to 2040 to 2035 but now
2030 which means that a lot of work has to be done to ensure
that we have the appropriate infrastructure in place for a
faster electric revolution of our transport fleet than previous
expected.

There still remains key questions about having adequate
charging points and mechanisms, the distance which electric
vehicles will by then be able to travel without re-charge and
just how long it is going to take to charge up at a point when
making a journey as opposed to overnight charging at home.
Clearly for instance there has to be widespread discussions
with the hospitality industry about how they create the
capacity for a car park full of vehicles being charged for guests
staying in the hotel. There is also a need to address the difference in the purchase price of an
electric vehicle as opposed to petrol or diesel which is currently considerable less although the
running cost of an electric vehicle is much cheaper.
The chancellor is reportedly considering introducing road pricing to address a tax shortfall of up to
£40bn that is expected to arise as drivers switch to electric cars. Road pricing – charging drivers for
the distance they drive – has for some time been seen as an option not only to plug this gap but as a
means to reduce the use of vehicles but it seen by many as an unpopular move.
AA president Edmund King said:
The Government can’t afford to lose £40bn from fuel duty and car tax when the electric revolution arrives. It
is always assumed that road pricing would be the solution but that has been raised every five years since 1964
and is still perceived by most as a poll tax on wheels. We need a more imaginative solution and have proposed
Road Miles, whereby every driver gets 3,000 free miles, with one third more for those in rural areas, and then
a small charge thereafter.”

The RAC's head of roads policy, Nicholas Lyes, said:
“That if the funding shortfall is not addressed, 'we risk finding ourselves in a situation where petrol and diesel
drivers continue to pay all the tax for using the roads, which is in any case in the longer term unsustainable.
Despite this, RAC research shows around four in 10 drivers believe that some form of pay-per mile system
would be fairer than the current system of fuel duty, while 49% agree that the more someone drives the more
they should pay in tax.”
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ELECTRIC SCOOTER TRIAL IN LONDON
Transport for London (TfL) and London’s boroughs have launched a “competition” to select up to
three operators for a twelve-month trial of rental electric
scooters. TfL said the trial, run in conjunction with
London Boroughs although as yet not all have signed up to
take part in the trial with some indicating that they will
consider it as time moves on. The trial aims to develop a
better understanding of the impact of this emerging mode
of transport on London's roads along with the safety
implications to other road users. The trial is due to start
in spring 2021 and is likely to be the largest in the UK is
open to all e-scooter operators. London has been relatively slow to take up the option of running
trials with many local authorities throughout the UK already doing so.

DRIVER TRAINING FOR FUTURE AUTOMATED VEHICLES
In the next few years driver training is going to develop and change
on a constant basis to take into consideration automated vehicles
and I can imagine driver trainers becoming frustrated with their
changing agenda on a very regular basis, the skills which they will
need to attain along with the testing regime which will need to be
constantly adapted.
Although we are some way off full automation what we will
encounter first is a hybrid world in which there are certain
circumstances where the human is in command and others where
the car has control.
A new study by the University of Nottingham and the RAC
Foundation has demonstrated already that behavioural training for
drivers is paramount for the transition into the next stage of
automated vehicles. Of the 40 million or so people in the UK with a driving licence few would
regard what they do behind the wheel as being akin to the role and responsibilities of the airline
pilot particularly when it comes to their relationship with the automated systems that take over
some of the activities of flying and landing the aircraft. However just as auto-pilot for aircraft is
commonplace so is becoming the self-driving automated car. A step in this direction currently is the
UK government call for evidence on how automated lane keeping systems (ALKS) might be safely
introduced which for the first time will allow for the ‘hands-off’ situation where it is technology
and not the driver will keep the vehicle in lane which combined with adaptive cruise control may
allow the driver to do other things but ensuring they can intervene when required.
The study found that drivers who received behavioural training were more measured in their
behaviour and better understood the car’s capabilities and limitations. The training introduced a
new checklist referred to as ‘CHAT’ (check, assess, takeover) representing the actions required and
help to guide the driver in making the appropriate checks and assessment of their internal and
external environments prior to taking over operational control of the vehicle.
A copy of the study can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/

5

Traffic Safety Roads
WHAT KILLS MOST ON THE ROADS
Pedestrians and cyclists rarely kill other road users while motor vehicles do. It also shows that road
users are much more likely to be killed
in a car, or by a car, than any other
mode.
What kills most on the roads is a new
analysis for the transport agenda and
uses graphics and charts to show the
total casualties associated with each
mode of transport, including those of
other road users. It is based on the 2019
fatality data from Road Casualties GB.
Published by PACTS the report provides
a detailed analysis of the vehicles
involved in collisions with pedestrians,
cyclists and motorcyclists.
A copy of the study can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latestuploads/ after which is can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/statistical-information/

NEW CAMERA TECHNOLOGY TO TARGET TAILGATERS
Highways England and police have joined forces to tackle the offence of tailgating which is a factor
in around one in eight casualties on England’s motorways
and major A roads. By the use of new camera technology
which is currently being tested nearly 10,000 motorists
were identified tailgating in the first two weeks of the trial
and soon, motorists identified tailgating can expect to
receive letters advising them they were too close to
another vehicle and highlighting the dangers of not leaving
safe braking distances.
More than 130 people were killed or seriously injured in collisions involving people driving too close
in 2018.
Highways England’s Head of Road Safety Jeremy Philips said:
“These new cameras have, sadly, highlighted
just how many people are driving too close on
our roads. We understand that most tailgating
is unintentional by drivers who are simply
unaware they are dangerously invading
someone else’s space. But not leaving enough
space between you and the vehicle in front
can be very frightening and intimidating – it

could also prove fatal. We are trialling the
new cameras to make drivers aware of their
behaviour and encourage better driving. We
are also using the Space Invader video game
character as a quick reminder to drivers of
the risks of tailgating. Our message is simple –
Don’t be a Space Invader, Stay safe, stay
back.”

A survey for Highways England found that while more than a quarter of drivers admitted to
tailgating, nearly nine in 10 people say they have either been tailgated or seen it.
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ROUND POTHOLE REPAIRS TECHNOLOGY
Most Highway Authorities will admit to pothole reports being the biggest cause of immediate
concern in their road defect tray on a daily basis along with the knowledge they have that whilst
repairing and patching the immediate danger is only a short term solution in many instances as the
surface around the repair then breaks down, water penetrates into the surface and under the
repair itself and even a larger problem emerges along with the accusation that it was a failed
repair.
Making a robust and secure repair ensuring the edges are sealed regretfully does through no fault of
the repair itself last for any real length of time.
However it would seem that Road Mole an award-winning pothole and ironworks repair system has
approached this in a different way as its repairs are
circular and are making repairs that have lasted for the
eight years of its project development and trial period,
the Road Mole company argue that circular is better when
it comes to right first time defect repairs. Traditional
square patch repair methods create weak areas in the
corners of the repair that allow water ingress whereas
Road Mole completely removes the pothole and damaged
surrounding area. A clean-cut circular shape allows for
better compaction of asphalt. Circular and rounded repairs
have been used in the aviation and shipping industries for many years, for example to repair wing
damage and in the creation of portholes.
This approach has been the focus of study by Engineers and Scientists at Liverpool John Moores
University Low Carbon Eco-Innovatory Hub, with the concluding report stating the methods are
significantly more cost -effective and sustainable than traditional repairs.

DO WE KNOW THE RULES FOR DRIVING ON A SMART MOTORWAY
A report, by road safety charity Brake and breakdown provider Green Flag, surveyed 2,000 UK
drivers to find what they knew about the rules for
driving on Smart Motorways were. While three-quarters
(75%) of drivers know what a smart motorway is, fewer
than half (48%) know the rules for driving on one and a
quarter of drivers disclosed they didn’t know what a
smart motorway was.
Now maybe if there are no Smart Motorways in your area you might be forgiven for your lack of
knowledge but the findings where smart motorways are in operation, indicate that 77% know what
a smart motorway is but only 52% know the rules for driving on one and 21% do not know what a
smart motorway and accordingly do not know the rules.
The Brake and Green Flag also found that over three-quarters (78%) of drivers leave at least a twosecond gap behind the vehicle in front of them, in line with the Highway Code guidelines for safe
driving. However, one in five (18%) admit to leaving less than a two-second gap and a further gap in
knowledge found only a quarter (26%) of the survey respondents correctly identified that cars need
96m – or 24 car lengths – to stop if travelling at 70mph, while almost two-thirds (63%) incorrectly
believe the stopping distance to be less.
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Moving forward with faith – The one day interactive conference style events arranged by the Graham
Feest Consultancy in 2021 so far includes the following dates (subject to amendment if circumstances
dictate) and locations. To find out more and to book you place within the limited numbers set to
comply with government regulations go to https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
and follow the appropriate links. All venues are considered Covid Secure. Book your place now but
await payment instruction date. Genuine reservations only please. New details being added regularly.

Durham
Monday 22nd March 2021
Redworth Hall Hotel, Redworth, Durham DL5 6NL
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Stirling
Monday 19th April 2021
The Colessio Hotel, Spittal Street, Stirling FK8 1DU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Nottingham
Monday 17th May 2021
Nottingham Trent University Burton Street,
Nottingham NG1 4BU
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.

Hull
8

Monday 27 September 2021

The Guildhall, Lowgate, Hull HU1 2AA
10.00a.m. to 4.30p.m.
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MORE MEN THAN WOMAN SPEED EXCESSIVELY
The findings, from a new survey of more than 2,000 UK drivers
excessive speeding has revealed that a quarter (28%)
of male drivers admit to having driven above
100mph; more than three times the number of
women admitting that they have done so (9%).

undertaken by BRAKE

into

In conjunction with the support of the various Police
Forces they have been able to confirm that the
highest excess speed was a driver travelling at 152
mph in a 30mph zone, recorded by the Metropolitan
Police whilst the highest speed overall, was 180mph,
captured by Nottinghamshire Police in a 70mph
zone.
The research found that nearly one in five of
all UK drivers (18%), more than a quarter
(28%) of male drivers (9% for females) and
one in three (33%) of 25-34 year old drivers
have admitted to speeding at more than
100mph on a public road.

and nearly half (47%) of 25-34 year old drivers
admit to having been in a vehicle speeding at
more than 100mph on a public road, either as
the driver or a passenger.
Drivers caught exceeding 100mph on public
roads face a driving ban of up to eight weeks
and a fine of 150% of their weekly income.

One in three (32%) of all UK drivers, nearly
half (44%) of male drivers (21% for females)

Joshua Harris, director of campaigns for Brake, the road safety charity, said:
“Many drivers drift over limits by mistake but our research shows that a shockingly large number of
drivers, particularly men, break speed limits excessively. We want all drivers to remember the daily disasters
that are due to speed, think about the victims, slow down, and reduce road danger. It’s important to
remember that sometimes driving under the speed limit can still be too fast, particularly on winding roads,
roads with poor visibility and roads where there could be people about on bicycles and on foot.”

The analysis by BRAKE of Government data has found that on average there are 11 deaths or serious
injuries every day on UK roads where speed – either exceeding the limit or travelling too fast for
conditions – is identified as a contributory factor although it is difficult in some crashes for the
police to determine whether or not speed was the direct cause without detailed investigation.
THE TOM HARRINGTON PAPERS
This month’s latest papers which has been published/updated by Tom Harrington LLB, F Inst MTD
1) Driver Vehicle Research Strategy
3) Mothers Against Drunk Driving

2) Highway Verges
4) Reaction Time When Stopping

Tom has spent well over 40 years in the driver training and road safety industry and publishes many
educational papers on a range of subjects. In addition to these papers you will find others within
the Information Centre Library at www.grahamfeest.com
A copy of the papers listed above can be initially found at
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at:
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reference-papers-and-information/
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REPRESENTATIVE VIEWS OF THE PUBLIC
The views on issues related to EV Ownership, driving in the dark, driving in the autumn and
pavement parking via the recent AA Populas Panel revealed the following from over 16,000
responses
EV Ownership
Those responding positively said they would
consider buying electric when they next
changed
cars.
However
overall
this
represented a slight decrease from the
previous survey in February. Londoners and
younger drivers appeared overall to be more
positive to doing so.

Of those who said they wouldn’t consider
buying electric, the top reasons cited were
EV’s are too expensive, charging an EV takes
too long and fears that the national grid
won’t be able to cope if everyone switched to
EV’s

Driving in the dark
Half of those who drive said they get nervous
driving in the dark on unfamiliar roads. The
figure was slightly higher for women than
men. A third of drivers said they get nervous

about wild animals on rural roads and 3 in 10
try to avoid driving in the dark where
possible.

Driving in autumn
The three things which drivers do not like
about this time of year are being dazzled by
the low sun, other drivers not using their

lights
correctly
pedestrians/cyclists

and

inconspicuous

Pavement parking
With the current consultation and debate
about parking on the pavement over half
indicated that they had the facility to park
their cars on a driveway however one in five
respondents park on a road or pavement. Of
those who feel there is a problem in the UK
with pavement parking a third feel a
nationwide ban on pavement parking with
councils carrying out a street by street

assessment and where the space could be
shared it should be clearly signposted.
However those who expressed an opinion feel
there shouldn’t be a nationwide ban - but it
should be left to individual councils to decide
if and where to implement restrictions and 1
in 10 of those who currently park on the road
would consider converting their front gardens
into a parking space.

CALM
A new campaign under the acronym CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably) which focuses on the
mental health of commercial vehicle drivers has been launched. Working together - Driving for
Better Business and the Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) has acted after data from the
Office for National Statistics showed that the suicide rate for van drivers is 25% higher than the
national average and 20% higher for truck drivers.
CALM says van and truck drivers of all ages are prone to poor mental health due to unpredictable
journey times, traffic congestion, tight deadlines, a high workload, and lack of social interaction
which could and is leading to mental health problems.
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HSE LOOKING AT THE TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS INDUSTRY
The HSE have always concerned themselves about the movement of vehicles and plant on
warehousing and distribution centres in terms of the safety for drivers and pedestrians and issue
some specific advice for the safe provision of onsite workers mixing with vehicles. In addition they
are now paying particular attention to these locations as demand increases over the build up to
Christmas.
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is working with local authorities to inspect businesses in the
transport and logistics industry to ensure they are managing the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19).
With the various lockdown restrictions the demand for
online shopping is already high and this is expected to
increase over the next few weeks. This will also
increase demand in the supply chain for the sector.
HSE inspectors and local authority officers will be
visiting warehouses and distribution centres across the
country to make sure workplaces are COVID-secure and
following the relevant guidance including workplace
transport safety.
Being COVID-secure means that businesses need to put in place workplace controls such as social
distancing and cleaning arrangements to manage the risk and protect workers and others from
coronavirus.
They will be making sure that businesses have suitable toilet and handwashing facilities for all
workers, including visiting drivers. They will also check other health and safety matters if required.

MOTORISTS ATTITUDE TO SPEEDING
In a survey of 2,000 motorists conducted by IAM RoadSmart 82 per cent of motorists are in favour of
using speed cameras to automatically detect and prosecute drivers travelling more than ten miles
per hour over the limit near schools. The view however were very much differ5ent when it comes
to driving on the motorway with only 63 per cent of drivers supporting the use of cameras to detect
those driving ten miles per hour above the limit on motorways and furthermore 46 per cent think it
is acceptable to drive at 80 miles per hour on the motorway, while as many as one in four believe it
is acceptable to do so at speeds greater than 80 miles per hour.
While acceptance of motorway speeding remained broadly consistent among drivers aged 17 to 69,
there was a noticeable increase among those who travel longer distances. A staggering 56 per cent
of those who cover more than 10,000 miles on the road each year believed it acceptable to reach
speeds of 80 miles per hour or more on the motorway.
Neil Greig, Policy and Research Director at IAM RoadSmart, said:
“Speeding causes more than 4,000 casualties each year on UK roads – that’s an average of 11
people a day killed or seriously injured. So it is extremely disappointing to see such apparent
acceptance of speeding on motorways, and we need to do more to create a fundamental shift in
attitude and behaviour here.”
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BEST PRACTICE REPORTING GUIDANCE FOR ROAD COLLISIONS
In collaboration with experts, the University of Westminster’s Active Travel Academy has produced
draft guidelines which if adopted will become the “industry standard” to help pave the way for
better reporting in broadcasting, online and in print of road collisions. The Guidelines are being
launched to help journalists, broadcasters and publishers improve the public debate around road
safety.
Four key areas form the framework of the Guidance - the first of
which has been the subject of heated debate amongst road safety
professional for some years about the use of the word “Accident”
which you will note is being discouraged in favour of collision. It
also seeks to encourage the reporting of any collisions with the
facts and not add speculation or comment which in the main a
broadcaster or reporter is not qualified to make.
The four areas are set out here
1
Impartiality: Publishers must not use the term accident when describing road collisions –
collision, or crash, are more accurate, especially when the facts of the incident are not known
1.1 In the words of one roads policing chief “there are
very few accidents that are true accidents… all traffic
collisions involve some form of misjudgement, error or
outright dangerous action by one or more drivers in a
collision”

1.3 Publishers must at all times remember everyone who
uses the road is a human being – and should reflect this
in sensitive reporting on road collisions that portrays
victims of road danger as, above all else, people. None
are ‘more worthy’ than others, regardless of status or
job title. In follow-up pieces involving a death or serious
injury, it can help humanise a tragedy by focusing on the
last moments of a victim’s journey, say, or talking to
their relatives and friends about who they were

1.2 While in a news story reporting on a collision
immediately after a crash, journalists won’t know why a
crash took place, using the word ‘accident’ suggests an
unavoidable incident – which publishers equally won’t
know is true. Reporters must avoid speculation about the
cause of an incident, including calling it an accident

2
Discrimination: Journalists should not use language that generalises one person’s behaviour
as shared by a group of road users or suggest it is indicative of a perceived group’s character traits
2.1 Publishers must avoid using negative generalisations
of road users, and must not use dehumanising language
or that which may incite violence or hatred against a
road user in comment and news coverage

2.3 A representative group, or an individual, may bring a
complaint under this clause. Language that dehumanises
is that which is intended to, or is likely to, provoke
hatred or to put a person or group in fear. The disputed
words, therefore, must be more than provocative,
offensive, hurtful or objectionable: this provision
includes, but is not limited to, speech that is likely to
cause others to commit acts of violence against members
of the group or discriminate against them, for example
driving with less care, or greater aggression, towards a
perceived group of road users

2.2 Dehumanising a person can be defined as depicting
them as less than human, and is distinct from dislike or
dissimilarity, “it predicts aggressive behaviour and
support for hostile policies independently of negative
attitudes”. Dehumanising cyclists is associated with
increased antisocial behaviour and aggression towards
them, such as deliberately driving a vehicle at, or
throwing something at them. In turn, those who feel
dehumanised are more likely to feel hostile themselves,
risking further fuelling aggression on the roads. If in
doubt, publishers should consider how jarring, or morally
and logically questionable it would seem applying the
same assumptions to other perceived groups. The term
‘cyclist’ alone can engender negative connotations, for
example; consider characterising someone on a cycle as
a person, where possible

2.4 Coverage, whether comment, features or news
pieces, must not encourage, joke, or make light of injury
or danger to other road users, particularly vulnerable
road users, or suggest certain road users are an
annoyance, aren’t legitimate road users, or should have
their lawful activities otherwise curtailed. Research
indicates violence on the roads lies on the same
continuum as every day, normalised discrimination
tolerated by the public
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PROVIDING BEST PRACTICE REPORTING GUIDANCE FOR ROAD COLLISIONS (Cont)
3.
Accuracy: Coverage of perceived risks on the roads should be above all accurate, based in
fact and context. Publishers should make mention of human actors in a collision, and avoid
reference to personal protective equipment, such as hi-vis and helmets, except when demonstrably
relevant
3.1 Publishers must, as early as possible in an article,
make mention of the presence of the human participants
in a collision. If an action or reaction is caused by a
person, rather than a driverless vehicle or one whose
handbrake failed while parked on a hill, say, mention the
presence of a driver, even if their identity is unknown.
Cars cannot flee the scene of a collision, flip themselves
over or speed without a driver

3.4 Except when demonstrably relevant, publishers
should avoid reference to personal protective
equipment, such as hi-vis and helmets, and give
reasonable consideration to whether inclusion of such
detail exaggerates the benefits of such equipment, or
amounts to victim blaming in their absence. Helmets are
not a legal requirement when cycling in most countries,
including the UK, mainly offer protection in low-speed
collisions and are not designed to protect against impacts
with motor vehicles. Although hi-vis or reflective gear
can help make someone more visible, evidence shows it
does not make drivers more careful around the wearer.
Suggesting cyclists be made to wear a helmet, carry a
registration plate, or hold insurance should be avoided,
as measures that are more likely to put people off
cycling than improve road safety

3.2 The reporting of risk impacts the public’s perception
of that risk, and overemphasising the risks of cycling and
walking, say, or underestimating the risk caused by poor
driving may alter the public’s behaviour in a way that
negatively impacts theirs or others’ health
3.3 As with all areas of journalism, reserve scepticism for
information, such as statistics and reports, and put
numbers and facts into context. Statistics should be
accurate and verified, and facts clearly explained with
important caveats and limitations explained. Using a
range of sources helps provide context so audiences can
understand and judge their importance. With road traffic
collisions this might mean reference to the scale of
collisions nationwide or locally, collision hotspots, road
collision statistics, and those most likely to be injured.
Where claims from sources are wrong or misleading, they
should be challenged

3.5 In collisions publishers must avoid use of passive
voice, such as ‘a pedestrian was hit’. Say instead ‘a
driver/vehicle hit a pedestrian’. People or objects don’t
simply get hit by vehicles
3.6 Imagery has a powerful impact. Consider using an
image of the collision site, in normal circumstances, to
give context. If there is no pavement and no lighting, for
example, it is easier to understand why a pedestrian
might be at risk walking in such a location at night, for
example. It is important this is done with sensitivity to
the impact of families of road crash victims

4
Reporting on crime: Publishers must not portray dangerous behaviour on the roads, such as
speeding, as acceptable, or those caught breaking the law as victims
4.1 Publishers should not suggest catching and penalising
those who speed is wrong or unjust, or perpetuate a view
that speeding is socially acceptable. Inappropriate speed
is a factor in 24% of fatal collisions, and the risk of
causing injury increases 3% for every 1kph increase.
Drivers who break the law by speeding are more likely to
engage in other risk-taking behaviour, such as jumping
red lights. This clause applies to any other dangerous
driving activity, including mobile phone use, and to
coverage of celebrities on the roads

actions, serving as a warning to other drivers, and
revealing any inadequacies in the justice system
4.4 When reporting on traffic collisions, and any resulting
delays, publishers should remember people are hurt in
collisions. For example, when delays are caused by
accident investigation work, that means someone has
been killed, is likely to die, or has suffered life-changing
injuries, and a criminal investigation may be needed.
Sensitive reporting is necessary to convey the seriousness
of the situation, which is often an avoidable tragedy, and
not merely an inconvenience to other road users

4.2 Using language that downplays or minimises the
seriousness of offending is likely to have an adverse
impact in encouraging the acceptance of such lawbreaking by society, including other drivers and those
involved in the criminal justice system. This can result in
offenders not being prosecuted, convicted and sentenced
in a manner appropriate to the risks they pose

4.5 It is good practice, when covering road safety or road
collisions to cultivate and utilise sources from road safety
organisations. Their expertise can inform journalists on
elements of road safety, and give context of the wider
issues and trends locally and nationally. Journalists
aren’t expected to be experts in all fields, but publishers
have a responsibility to accuracy, which experts can help
provide, and inform constructive public discourse.

4.3 When possible, publishers should follow cases
through court. Following sentencing outcomes for lawbreaking drivers can highlight the consequences of such
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FACTUAL INFORMATION PUBLISHED IN RESPECT OF 2019
Motoring Offences

cases involved court action (excluding those
subsequently cancelled), similar proportions
to the previous year.

• There were 2.7 million motoring offences
recorded in 2019 (excluding 372,294
cancelled cases), which resulted in a Fixed
Penalty Notice or another outcome, an
increase of 7.2% compared with the previous
year and continuing an upward trend since
2017.

Breath Tests
• There were 302,281 breath tests carried out
by police - an 11% fall compared with the
previous year (when comparing data for 40
forces that were able to provide full data in
both years). This fall continues the downward
trend seen since the peak of 698,688 breath
tests in 2009.

• Over four-fifths (85%) of recorded motoring
offences were for speed limit offences (2.3
million). This was an increase of 8% on the
previous year (2,101,647). The number of
speed limit offences has increased gradually
year on-year since 2011 and now stand at the
highest level recorded.

• 16% of breath tests were positive or refused
the highest proportion since 2007.
• As in previous years, more breath tests
were undertaken in December than any other
month, coinciding with police drink and drug
driving campaigns.

• Just under half (47%) of driving offences
resulted in driver retraining, while a fine was
paid in a further 38% of cases and 14% of

AUTOMATED LANE KEEPING SYSTEMS (ALKS)
In August, the Government launched a call for evidence into use of ALKS – an automated system
that is capable of taking control of a vehicle travelling at low speed on a motorway.
When activated, ALKS keeps a vehicle within its lane, controlling movements for extended periods
of time without the driver needing to do anything. The driver must be ready and able to resume
driving control when prompted by the vehicle.
However, Thatcham Research and the Association of British Insurers (ABI) warn that the technology
has ‘significant performance limitations’ and has urged the Government to revise plans to permit
the use of Automated Lane Keeping Systems (ALKS) because it believes the technology will ‘put
lives at risk’.
In tests carried out by Thatcham Research, ALKS only met two of 12 key principles to guarantee
safety – and it emerged that the system may not detect a pedestrian encroaching onto the road.
Other concerns include how ALKS deals with debris on the road and motorway lane closures.
Accordingly both Thatcham and the ABI say ALKS should be classified as assisted driving technology
– or the Government should wait until the technology is fully ready to allow safe automated driving.
The Government are still considering their position following the call for evidence about such a
scheme ended at the end of October 2020.

Have a Jolly Careful CHRISTMAS
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