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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 

The Institute of Master Tutors of Driving (IMTD) is calling for nominations for its 2021 Awards 

sponsored by Red Driving School within the driver training and 

related road safety arena. 

 

 

 

There are five categories in which awards can be made  

• IMTD New Driver Initiative Award 

• IMTD Leading Organisation Award 

• IMTD Individual Driver Trainer of the Year Award 

• IMTD Driver Training Company Award 

• IMTD Coronavirus19 Pandemic Award 

 

The closing date for nominations is Friday 23rd July 2021 and award winners will be notified shortly 

after and presented with their award at the IMTD Lunch on Sunday 12th September 2021. The 

Institute would particularly welcome nominations from members of the UK Road Safety Network 

and the process is very easy and straight forward and need not take very long. To make it easy 

details about each of the awards along with the nomination forms are available at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

SIMPLE AND TO THE POINT 
 
A study from Alphabet, a leading provider for Business Mobility, has found that 50% of fleet drivers 
experienced a decline in mental health this winter, as the third 
national lockdown made things tougher than ever. The research also 
found that around 35% of fleet drivers experienced a rise in stress 
levels due to the pandemic. 
 

Alphabet has launched a one page simple to follow Driver MOT 
Guide, which is a mental health resource to help fleet managers 
prioritise and check their drivers’ wellbeing, as well as their 
vehicles and advance conversations around mental health in the 
fleet industry. 
 

Nearly one in three drivers have been working longer hours 
throughout the pandemic, with 25% covering other job roles and 
experiencing increased workloads. Younger age groups were most 
likely to be impacted, according to Alphabet, with 67% of 18–24-
year-olds and 44% of 25–34-year-olds acknowledging their mental 
health was often affected. 
 

This simple guide is a very useful tool for all people who have 
responsibilities for the wellbeing of staff and drivers. 
 
You can find a fool size copy of the guide initially at  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/  after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/guidance-documents-codes-of-practice/ 

 
ROADPEACE CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

RoadPeace have changed their address to: 
3rd Floor, 3Space International House, 6 Canterbury Crescent, Brixton, London, SW9 7QD 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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SMART MOTORWAYS 
(The Ongoing Issue) 

 
Highways England has launched a £5m motorway safety campaign in what it describes as its  
‘biggest ever motorway safety campaign’ after the Department for Transport pledged to inform the 
public about ‘smart motorways' following the “Stocktake” action plan published last year. 
 
It aims to increase awareness and understanding of smart 
motorways, how they work and how to use them 
confidently’. 
 
One of the central messages of the campaign includes ‘put 
your left indicator on and move into an emergency area, 
onto a hard shoulder, motorway service area, left-hand 
verge or A-road lay-by’ on a motorway without a hard 
shoulder’. The advice does not include what drivers should 
do if they break down in a live lane which has been the 
main concern recently about smart motorway safety. 
 
The campaign is one of many points in the DfT’s 18-point action. 
  
Two other measures in the stocktake action plan include an update of the Highway Code to provide 
more guidance for motorists on smart motorway driving for which a consultation on the changes has 
been published and due to end by the end of March. Another action point is to expand the upgrade 
of smart motorway cameras to enforce red X compliance. However it has emerged that the roll-out 
of cameras capable of being used for prosecutions will not be completed until summer 2023. 

 
Meanwhile the benefits and safety of Smart Motorways are to be investigated by the Transport 

Committee in a new inquiry. MPs will also consider their impact 

on reducing congestion on busy sections of motorway and other 

roads in the strategic road network.  

Campaigners against Smart Motorways have called for them to 

be scrapped, some labelling them as ‘death traps’. One coroner 

concluded that smart motorways ‘present an ongoing risk of 

future deaths’ while another has referred Highways England to 

the Crown Prosecution Service to consider if corporate manslaughter charges are appropriate 

following the 2018 death of a grandmother on the M1 in South Yorkshire.  

The Committee is inviting written evidence on the safety of smart motorways and public confidence 

in their use as well as their impact upon congestion. The closing date for submissions is Friday 9 

April.  In particular: 

 The benefits of smart motorways, for 
instance to reduce congestion on busy 
sections of motorway, and how 
necessary they are; 

 The safety of smart motorways, the 
adequacy of safety measures in place 
and how safety could be improved; 

 Whether All Lane Running is the most 
suitable type of smart motorway to 
roll out or if there are better 
alternatives; 

 Public confidence in using smart 
motorways and how this could be 
improved; 

 The impact of smart motorways on 
the usage and safety of other roads in 
the strategic road network; 

 The effectiveness of Highways 
England’s delivery of the smart 
motorways programme, the impact of 
construction works, and the costs of 
implementation. 

The deadline for submission is Friday 9 April. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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RIGHT OF REPLY ON THE SUBJECT OF SMART MOTOWAYS 
(From items which appeared the February and March Newsletters which if you do not still have 

them can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-network/newsletter/) 
 

Derek Cozens on Smart Motorways says: 
 

I have read all the items in the latest newsletter 

about the Smart motorway problems and that the 
Government is about to spend millions on a 
stopped vehicle detection system which according 
to Highways England is only 80-90% reliable.  If you 
watch the Transport Committee meeting 2019 on-
line, you will hear them say that the new 
detectors ‘may’ prevent the deaths from 
occurring.  It is one thing getting the signal back to 
their control room and another getting the 

information to the drivers approaching behind the 
stranded vehicle.  There can never ever be enough 
overhead gantries to adequately warn.  The logical 
step is to have the stationary detection and the 
warnings in the vehicles.  Everything needed is 
already there in the smart phones in our pockets. 
The government should be looking at methods to 
get identical bespoke mobile phone technology 
fitted in every vehicle in the form of a smart hub 
fitted on the dashboard.   
 
Many of the safety features on our vehicles started 
life as bolt on accessory, even windscreen 
washers.  Although it seems a radical proposal to 
retrofit all vehicles, it may be the only way that 
they would be able to all sing  together from the 
same technological hymn sheet.  The advantages 
in making such a step could transform road safety.  
They are already experimenting with connected 
vehicle technology and in vehicle warnings, now 
may be the right time for the UK to take the bold 
step and introduce it. 

 

(Ed: Have a look at https://navtechradar.com/explore/stopped-vehicle-detection/ which gives a good level of 
understanding about how SVD is set to work) 
 

Furious of Stirling writes: 
 

The Coroner concluded that the two men had been "unlawfully killed" - whatever that means.  It's not possible 
for a mere layman like myself to answer the question.  Presumably, one can be lawfully killed (although I 
thought we'd done away with the death penalty some time ago). 
 

What concerns me more is the fact that the lorry 
driver has been jailed for something that he may 
have had less control over than he (and, certainly, 
the law realises).  It is interesting that even the 
late Jason Mercer's wife doesn't seem to consider 
the Mr Szuba was to blame. 
 

It puts me in mind of the case of Thomas Munch-
Petersen, who wrote up his experience of the 
"justice" system in his book "Fatal Error".  As I 
recall it, a parent of one of those killed in his 
accident (by chance, videotaped by TRL) actually 
wrote to the judge, asking him not to send Mr 
Munch-Peterson to jail.  To no avail.  As a 
professorial acquaintance of mine recently said, 
"The whole of British society has internalised a 
judgemental approach".  (Witness the "accident" 
nonsense.)  
 

Expectation and habituation are essential to life - 
we couldn't cope otherwise - and it may simply be 
the case that the lorry driver took too long to 

realise that the vehicles in front of him were 
actually stationary.  This is speculation, of course, 
but it would be interesting, for example, to know 
where the victims were at the time of impact.  
There is a delay between "seeing" and "perceiving", 
and we are all prone to that. 
   

As to why dual carriageways don't produce the 
same reactions, you may find that the standard for 
verge width for motorways is only 1.5 metres 
(since there's a hard shoulder - except for smart 
motorways) whereas, for dual carriageways, it is 
2.5 metres (since there isn't a hard shoulder).  
And, as the illustration shows, if there's a vehicle 
restraint system involved, there really is 
absolutely nowhere to go. 
 
For the life of me, I cannot understand how any 
"smart motorway" proposal got through a safety 
audit.  One cannot depend on traffic signs.  Safety 
auditors must be tearing their hair out. 

 

Different, perhaps, if every vehicle was fitted with Emergency Braking Systems ... but, I don't know ... in the 
road traffic arena, the simpler the better.  And any self-respecting engineer would want redundancy built in.  
Apparently, such engineers were not involved in "smart motorways".  So, here we are……………….  End of rant. 
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SCHOOL STREETS 
 

Closing roads around schools at pick-up and drop-off times has reduced air pollution by 23% in 

London in a new study published by Transport for London. Pollution sensors 

installed at 18 primary schools across Brent, Enfield and Lambeth found the 

School Streets scheme is successfully reducing nitrogen dioxide levels. Since 

April 2020, almost 350 School Streets have been delivered across London to 

reduce car trips and improve air quality. 
 

A separate survey conducted by Transport for London (TfL) also reveals that 81% of parents and 

carers supported the measures at their children’s school. Three-quarters of those surveyed support 

the measures being kept in the long term subject to consultation.  

 

The scheme is also being implemented across the UK in other towns and cities  

 

COALITION OF MOTORCYCLING ORGANISATIONS 
 
A coalition of organisations involving  the Auto Cycle Union, the British Motorcyclists Federation 
(BMF), IAM RoadSmart, the Motorcycle Action Group and the Trail Riders Fellowship have joined 
forces to provide all motorcycle riders in the UK with a “decisive and clear voice” on key issues 
such as government policy and safety. 
 

The newly-formed National Motorcyclists Council (NMC) as it has to become known as is calling on 
the Government to create a new motorcycling strategy – covering transport policy, safety, 
accessibility for motorcyclists, motorcycle sport and the future of motorcycling for both transport 
and recreation. 
 

DRIVER TRAINING AWARDS 
 

The winners of the Intelligent Instructor Awards 2021 have been announced, recognising the “very 
best in class” in the driver training industry. 
 

The winners were as follows: 
 

 Driving Instructor Insurer of the Year – Adrian Flux Insurance Services 

 Product of the Year – BSM Virtual Reality Driving Instructor Training 

 Professional Support Provider of the Year – MyDriveTime 

 Car Supplier of the Year – Dualdrive 

 Driving Instructor Car of the Year – Ford Fiesta 

 Local Driving Instructor Association of the Year – Teesside Association of Professional Driving 
Instructors 

 Regional Driving School of the Year – Smartlearner Driving School 

 National Driving School of the Year – RED Driving School 

 Driving Instructor of the Year – Tracy Gannon (selected from all the regional winners) 

 Services to the Driver Training Industry Award – Lynne Barrie 
 

PENALTY POINTS TALLY 
 

There are more than 304,000 over 65s driving on UK roads with penalty points on their licence, 
nearly 25 times the number of young teenage drivers – of which there are just over 12,000 with 
penalty points.  These are the findings from a Freedom of Information (FOI) request to the DVLA by 
IAM RoadSmart which also revealed that the oldest person driving with points was 102 while there 
are more than 3,000 over the age of 90 with points. 
 

There are more drivers in their 30s with penalty points than any other age range (575,029), 
followed by those in the 40s age group (572,238) and the 50s age group (568,511). The highest 
single age with the greatest number of people with points was 49 (63,248).There is up to 8,800 
people still driving with more than 12 points – the amount at which you are disqualified – while the 
highest number of penalty points currently held by one individual is 68.   

Traffic Safety Roads 
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NEW CHAIRMAN FOR IAM ROADSMART 

 

Stuart Donald has been appointed Chairman of IAM RoadSmart, previously having held the position 

as Vice Chairman Stuart has extensive experience of road safety, having enjoyed 

a 30-year career in policing retiring from the position of Assistant Chief 

Constable at Humberside Police. He is a sought-after road safety consultant 

involved in projects around the world and was awarded the Queen’s Police 

Medal for distinguished service in the 2011 Birthday Honours List. 

 

Stuart said:  

 

“I am in my 31st year of IAM RoadSmart membership, so it is a great honour to 

be appointed Chairman and to support the vitally important work the charity does in delivering 

advanced driving and riding education, and in making such a major contribution to road safety in 

the UK.” 
 

Stuart succeeds Derek McMullan, who stayed on for an additional year through the Covid Crisis will 

carry on his longstanding involvement as a volunteer Masters’ mentor and observer for both cars 

and motorcycles within his local area. 

 

RUBBISH CAMERAS 

 

Starting this month, April, LitterCam are to be trialled in Maidstone, Kent using new software which 
utilises existing CCTV, captures and scans video footage and photographic evidence. It then records 
the number plate to track down those responsible and if successful could save the Council 
thousands of pounds which is currently spent on clearing up after “litter louts”. 
 
The council will be running the country’s 
first pilot scheme to spot drivers discarding 
everything from cigarette butts and apple 
cores, to wrappers and fast food bags and 
boxes. Evidence will be sent to the Driver 
and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA), 
which will inform the council of the 
registered motorist’s details. The offender 
will then be issued with a penalty. They 
will be able to access and view the 
incriminating footage via a LitterCam 
portal.  
 
Fines will begin at £90 if paid within two 
weeks, rising to £120. It’s close to the 
maximum on-the-spot fine in England of 
£150. 
 
Cleaning the street which includes litter, cost taxpayers £1bn per year according to official 
statistics with Highways England alone spending in excess of £6m on litter collection on its network.  
 
Around 200,000 sacks of litter are removed from England’s high streets, minor roads and motorways 
every year.  It includes everything from coffee cups to fast food, nappies to cigarette butts 
discarded along the roads and waste matter from building construction according to Highways 
England. 
 
Other councils interested in this scheme include Wigan and Sheffield as well as Transport Scotland. 
If the pilot demonstrates success it could be introduced across Britain. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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NOW THE ENFORCEMENT HAS KICKED IN 
 

There is considerable worldwide interest in the manner in which London has tackled the dangers 
and risks caused by lorries particularly to vulnerable road users and the Direct Vision Standard has 
been developed as a way of offering more protection to both people outside these vehicles as well 
as the drivers who otherwise may have found themselves wanting following a collision with a 
pedestrian, cyclists or motorcyclists. The payoff is off course of great benefit to other towns and 
cities as more of these larger vehicles travel the UK and indeed overseas. 
 
Now enforcement of this initiative to protect vulnerable road users in London from the most 
dangerous HGVs has got underway – in a move described as a “major step” towards the Capital’s 
Vision Zero aims. 
 
First announced back in 2016, the Direct Vision Standard aims to tackle road danger at its source by 
minimising blind spots on HGVs. 
 
Under the standard, HGVs are categorised 
depending on the level of a driver’s direct 
vision from a cab – and are given a rating 
between ‘zero-star’ (lowest) and ‘five-
star’ (highest). 
 
All owners of HGVs over 12 tonnes now 
need a valid permit to operate in London. 
Those without a permit face a penalty 
charge notice (PCN) of up to £550. 
 

HGVs rated one to five stars received their 
free safety permit automatically. The 
operators of lorries rated zero star – 
around half of HGVs operating in London – 
are required to fit safe systems to receive theirs.  
 

This includes: 
 

 cameras covering blind spots linked to a video display in the cab 

 an audible warning when turning left 

 motion sensors covering the sides of the lorry at low speeds 

 a prominent warning on the back of their vehicle 
 
To date, more than 90,000 permits have been issued, with more than 3,000 to 5-star vehicles which 
provide the highest levels of direct vision. At the other end of the scale, more than 30,000 
dangerous zero-rated HGVs have now had safe systems fitted. 
 

The scheme is progressive and the standards will tighten in October 2024 when the minimum star 
rating will become three stars. 
 

THE COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SHOW 
 

The Commercial Vehicle Show has announced revised dates for its 2021 event. Following the 
government’s reveal of its roadmap for exiting lockdown, the 
show will now take place from 31st August to 2nd September  
At the NEC in Birmingham 
 

The Show will provide the perfect opportunity to see new 
vehicles, products and technology alongside networking that 

the Show is renowned for.  
Tickets are now available free at https://cvshow.com/ 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SETTING UP NEW OFFICES 
 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has announced plans to establish a second HQ in Birmingham 

and a northern hub in Leeds. Overall the move is part of the Government’s commitment to move 

22,000 Civil Service roles from London to communities across the UK by 2030 and to ensure half of 

senior civil service roles will be located outside of London by 2030. The Birmingham DfT 

headquarters will include new ministerial offices.  

 

Transport secretary Grant Shapps said:  

 

'This is a historic move for the department and part of a 

significant wider culture change across Whitehall. 

Transport is absolutely vital to the local communities we 

serve and having hubs in major cities like Birmingham 

and Leeds will offer a fresh perspective on how we can 

better serve these areas.' 

 

The DfT said it has already begun recruiting in Birmingham and Leeds, with 100 roles established so 

far.  

 
BUS STRATEGY 

 

Local Authorities are being urged to enter into a statutory ‘enhanced partnership’ or franchising 

agreements with bus companies in order to receive new funding from the Government. 

 

The prime minister has announced the long-awaited new bus strategy 

for England, backed by £3bn of government cash. The strategy 

includes hundreds of miles of new bus lanes, simpler bus fares with 

daily price caps, integrated services and ticketing across all transport 

modes and all buses to accept contactless payments. 

 

Local authorities will need to work closely with bus companies in 

order to receive the new funding along with operators working in 

partnership to deliver ‘turn up and go’ services on main routes. 

Whilst in rural and suburban areas, the Department for Transport will allocate £20m from the rural 

mobility fund to enable on-demand services. 

 
SPEED REDUCTION CAMPAIGN IN SCOTLAND 

 

A new national marketing campaign – focusing on speed reduction – has been launched by the 

Scottish Government and Road Safety Scotland. Speed is a key priority for the Scottish Government 

and an ‘integral part’ of its Road Safety Framework to 2030. 
 

Latest figures show that speed is a contributory factor in 15% of all fatal and serious collisions in 

Scotland – a total of 848 collisions, 42 fatalities and 244 serious injuries in 2019. 
 

The campaign highlights some of the excuses commonly used by drivers to justify their speeding 

behaviours, while reminding those behind the wheel that if they’re caught, they could face severe 

penalties. The campaign also urges drivers to consider the consequences a collision can have on the 

lives of many – including the driver, their family, the victim’s family, the emergency services and 

witnesses. 

 
 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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DRUG DRIVING 
 

A new report has been published by the Parliamentary Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) entitled 

Drug Driving: the tip of an iceberg? The report acknowledges that there has been good progress in 

tackling drug driving over the last five years but more needs to be done and there needs to be a 

more consistent approach by police forces across the country.  
 

The report is recommending that: 
 The Department for Transport, in 

collaboration with the Department for 

Health, the Home Office, the Ministry 

of Justice and the National Police 

Chiefs’ Council, should undertake a 

review of policy on drug driving 

 The Government should introduce a 

new combined drink and drug driving 

offence, with a lower blood alcohol 

limit. 

 Levels of drug driving enforcement 

should be increased in the UK, 

particularly in those police force areas 

where levels are low 

 The Home Office should review the 

blood testing process and seek ways to 

reduce costs and increase the 

efficiency of laboratory testing by 

increasing capacity, improved 

procurement, or other means. It should 

consider the possibility of reclaiming 

costs from those who are found guilty 

 A drug drive rehabilitation course, 

based on the current drink drive 

course, should be introduced in the UK 

 The Department for Transport should 

produce and publish robust offence and 

casualty data on drug driving using 

coroner data and other sources, as they 

do for drink driving. 

 

The report also highlights that enforcement of the drug driving laws varies across the country with 

some police forces convicting many more drug drivers than others 

and some police forces now have as many convictions for drug 

driving as they do for drink driving.  The highest number of 

convictions in 2019 were in the Metropolitan Police Area (1,093), 

followed by Merseyside (991) and Essex (784).  

with the lowest numbers in Warwickshire (56), Northamptonshire 

(61) and Bedfordshire (63). 

 

In total some 12,391 people were convicted of a drug driving 

offence in 2019 and nearly half of drug drive offences (44%) are 

committed by those already in the system that is to say they are 

reoffenders. 

 

Also it was noted that 67% of those convicted of drug driving had 

one or more previous conviction, typically for theft/burglary or a 

drug-related offence. 

 

In response to the report Chief Executive Neil Worth of GEM Motoring Assist is also raising concerns 

about drug driving across the UK following the publication of the report. In particular, GEM is 

worried about inconsistencies in sentencing of offenders and by the large number of offences being 

committed by reoffenders and is calling for an end to the significant variation in enforcement levels 

between police forces, as well as greater consistency in sentencing offenders. GEM also supports 

the call for rehabilitation courses aimed at reducing reoffending.  

 

You can find a copy of the report initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after which it can be located at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 
 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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ROAD SAFETY FRAMEWORK FOR SCOTLAND 
 

The Scottish Government has published its Road Safety Framework setting out its vision to have the 

best road safety performance in the world by 2030 – along with an ‘ambitious’ long term goal to 

eliminate deaths and injuries by 2050.  

 

The Road Safety Framework which builds on what has already been 

achieved over the last decade sets out new strategic outcomes for the 

next ten years and is built around the safe system approach together with 

a ‘comprehensive performance management system’ to monitor and 

evaluate progress. 

 

Its main goals are to halve road deaths by 2030 and achieve Vision Zero by 

2050. 

 

To help achieve this, more specific targets are being created to focus attention by partners on 

priority areas – and stronger connections will be forged between policies at national and local 

levels. 

 

You can find a copy of the report initially at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/after which it can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/strategy-documents-and-action-plans/ 

 

AUTOMATED DRIVING 

 

We continue to be in co-operation with the EU with regard to vehicle standards despite leaving the 

EU but it does look as if the UK is set to be the first European 

country to permit vehicles to be operated using a form of 

automated driving made possible by so-called automated lane 

keeping systems (ALKS), following an agreement on the 

specifications for ALKS at the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva last summer. If all goes 

well we could see this on our motorway network later this year. 

 

ALKS systems can be operated at up to 60 

km/h on separated highways where 

pedestrians and cyclists are prohibited (e.g. 

motorways) and are particularly designed as a 

feature for driving in heavy traffic where 

vehicles are moving slowly or stopped.  

However, the UK is still considering allowing 

the systems to be permitted at full UK 

motorway speed (70 mph / 112 km/h). 

 

There has also been considerable pressure 

from the automotive sector to update the 

ALKS specification for higher speeds at the 

UNECE.  The European Transport Safety 

Council (ETSC) which has observer status at 

UNECE, says that the systems should not be 

permitted at higher speeds – as no safety case 

was made for this type of usage during the 

development of the regulations.

ETSC is calling for independent investigation of crashes involving vehicles equipped with assisted 

and automated driving systems, ideally coordinated by an EU agency, before more advanced 

systems are put on the market.  
 

ETSC’s UK member PACTS has called for the setting up of a UK road collision investigation agency, 

similar to the existing “Air Accident Investigation Branch” due to the increasing technical 

complexity of investigating crashes involving advanced driver assistance systems. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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AROUND EUROPE 

EU 

MEPs will have their say on the EU’s road safety strategy for the next ten years shortly with 

formal approval be granted later this year.  The European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) is calling 

for strong backing for EU and global targets to halve deaths and injuries by 2030 and an increase in 

EU institutional capacity to tackle road safety issues such as improvements in vulnerable road user 

safety and better oversight of automated driving.  

 

The report follows the publication of the European Commission’s ten year road safety plan 

published back in June 2019, which was followed up with an outline of planned legislative measures 

in the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy published in December last year.ETSC will be 

advising MEPs on a range of areas, with a focus on interventions that deliver the most benefits in 

terms of reduced injury and death. 

 

Berlin 

A new “pedestrian law” has been 

passed in Berlin, with the aim of shifting the 

priority away from cars, and further towards 

vulnerable road users. At the end of January, 

Berlin’s state parliament passed a so-called 

pedestrian law — an amendment to a 2018 

law that focused on improving traffic safety 

for cyclists. Both were the first of their kind 

in Germany. The new requirements include: 

longer green lights for pedestrians, safer 

routes to school, more pedestrian crossings 

and more benches for older people and others 

in need of a rest along their route; curbs are 

to be lowered to make them more wheelchair 

accessible; construction sites will need to 

ensure that pedestrians and cyclists can 

safely navigate around them; and city 

authorities are supposed to crack down 

harder on illegal parking and dangerous 

driving. 

 

Greece 

The Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos 

Mitsotakis launched an ambitious new 

national road safety action plan earlier this 

month.  At the heart of the proposals are a 

target to reduce deaths by 50% by 2030 and 

the development of a National Road Safety 

Strategic Plan 2021-2030 by the Ministry of 

Infrastructure and Transport. Greece saw the 

biggest reductions in annual road deaths in 

the EU over the decade to 2019, with a drop 

of 43% compared to an EU average of 19%.  

Though, as the strategy points out, some of 

this improvement can be attributed to the 

particularly severe economic crisis that hit 

the country.  

 

Despite this progress, Greece remains one of 

the EU’s worst performers in terms of road 

mortality (deaths per million population). The 

new plan will be overseen by a Governmental 

Road Safety Committee and an Executive 

Committee. 

 

Brussels 

The city of Brussels introduced Europe’s largest 30 km/h zone on 1st January 2021 when 30 

km/h became the default apart from on a few major roads that remain at 50 km/h. The city 

described the first results of speed and journey times as “very promising” – though acknowledged 

that a longer period will be needed to assess the full results. Brussels Mobility compared speeds 

captured by LIDAR detectors at 12 locations during the last months of 2020 with the month of 

January 2021 (excluding school holiday periods which showed a significant reduction of 9% in 

average speeds, on both 30 km/h and 50 km/h roads. Analysis was also done on journey times 

across a series of representative routes at different times of the day and week.  The results showed 

no significant difference before and after implementation of the measure, regardless of the time of 

day. 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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RIGHT OF REPLY ON THE SUBJECT OF ZOOMING & DASHCAMS 
 (From items which appeared the February and March Newsletters which if you do not still have 

them can be found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-network/newsletter/) 
 

Dave Rose on Zooming: 
 

Thank you for the 
latest Road Safety 
Network newsletter, 
always things of 
interest to read 
about. 
Smart roads, let hope 
the changes are 
implement very 
quickly, good that 

they are being brought forward at least. 
 
The item on Zooming While Driving - I think we've 
all seen people on phones while driving be they 
van, car or truck drivers. Not so easy to tell about 
motorcyclists of course but I do have a Bluetooth 
gadget on my helmet which allows me to receive 
calls which I'm glad to say is a rare occurrence. I 
don't make calls unless I'm stopped in a car park, 
layby etc. and my system only allows a 'Last 
Number Redial' call to be made. I think the law is 
being made an absolute fool of considering the 
number of people who use phones while driving as 
opposed to the number prosecuted.  
 

Time for the technology to be applied as you 
suggest in the article 
 
I know some cars have the capability to prevent 
calls while the vehicle is in motion, and my 
TomTom satnav doesn't allow changes to be made 
while on the move. I suspect it's not that difficult 
to implement and I would wholeheartedly support 
such a move. 
 
You also mentioned video being sent to the police. 
I am guilty of that. On a very busy roundabout in 
Gloucester I'd actually started moving when a car 
sailed across a red light across our green light. 
I did have contact from a chap in Gloucestershire 
Constabulary to complete a form to go with the 
video. I have no idea if anything was done about it 
but I would hope that at least a cautionary letter 
would deter the young woman from doing it again. 
I was on a test ride prior to purchasing my current 
bike. I see red light jumpers every single day and 
I'd like to thank them for making me extremely 
extra cautious knowing they are out there on the 
road! 

 
John Hough on Zooming & Dashcams 

 

Hi Graham 

 
You asked for readers thoughts. I agree that sort of 
driving behaviour needs to be made impossible to 
do. However, blocking signals coming into a 
vehicle could lead to dangerous situations, 
especially in emergencies. It would also prevent 
passengers from accessing (presumably safely) 
zoom and telephone services. There must be a 
more suitable technological solution which cleverly 
identifies the individual vehicle occupants and 
blocks the signal to the one doing the driving.  
 
An alternative solution might be to make this sort 
of behaviour impossible to get away with i.e. if 
you do it you will definitely get caught. This 
applies also to the issue of speeding. By the use of 
clever technology, speeding could be made 
impossible to do or impossible to get away with. 
  
I was very interested in your article on dashcam 
footage being sent to the police. The problem is, 
drivers who email this material to the police are 
probably seen to be sneaky, interfering, self-
righteous vigilantes. I think it should be public 

knowledge that 
every driver’s 
behaviour is being 
monitored and all 
drivers encouraged 
to send in footage 
themselves.  
 
The only way to see 
an improvement in 
driving behaviour is if every vehicle on the road is 
a potential compliance monitor. Maybe we could 
get to the point technologically where the 
dashcam detects infringements and automatically 
transmits footage to the police without any effort 
required from the dashcam owner.  
 
Another problem is that there is no legal 
requirement for every vehicle to have a dashcam. I 
think there should be and if it were made law then 
every new vehicle would come with a built in 
dashcam and existing vehicles would require one 
to pass an MOT. Within a year every vehicle on UK 
roads would be monitoring every other vehicle. 
This is sure to result in a massive improvement in 
road safety. 

  

I always enjoy reading the newsletter and thank you for inviting us to express our thoughts. 
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£3000 TO SCRAP YOUR OLD CAR 

 

An initiative by Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) which is thought to be the first of its kind in 

the UK is to provide car owners in Coventry with £3,000 of mobility credits to pay for public 

transport - including buses, trains, taxis and car hire over two years  

in exchange for scrapping their old polluting cars under a pilot 

scheme. Not only is the scheme helping the environment but it has 

road safety benefits along the way and more schemes of this nature 

will help towards cutting road crashes and casualties.  
 

Around £1m is available within the scheme from the £22m Future 

Mobility Zone grant, given to the region by the Department for 

Transport to develop and test new transport technology and schemes 

and it is currently open  to people in Coventry who own a car more 

than 10 years old. 

 

Transport for West Midlands (TfWM) which is part of the West Midlands Combined Authority has 

argued the incentive will help reduce traffic congestion and improve air quality and the offer has 

already been taken up by a number of environmentally-conscious car owners – with a lot more 

interest being shown. 

 

One person who has taken advantage of the scheme already made the decision to get involved as 

he was working more from home now so the offer came at the right time to get rid of the old car.  

 

He said  

“That it is a good deal with £3,000 to use for public transport, or a taxi or Uber or a hire 

car. I have a bus stop two minutes away which is very convenient and I no longer need to 

worry about the car breaking down or failing the MOT and a huge repair bill at the garage. 

The car was collected by a scrappage and recycling firm which took it for crushing with 95% 

of the car being recycled.” 

 

TWELVE MONTHS LEARNING PERIOD FOR LEARNERS 

 

A survey conducted by IAM RoadSmart suggests there is ‘overwhelming support’ for the introduction 

of a 12-month minimum learning period for new drivers with two thirds of respondents ‘strongly 

backing the suggestion that all learners, regardless of age, should undergo at least a year’s 

supervised practice before being allowed to take their practical test.  

 

Questions however remain as to how that practice could be undertaken if there 

is no household car available along with how it could be monitored. We would 

need to guard against people getting a licence at 17 years and just not starting 

to learn until they were nearer to say 18years and claiming that they had been 

practicing for the whole time since their licence was issued. Perhaps also in 

these times of looking to suggest people don’t drive around for the sake of it – 

it maybe the wrong approach and policy to adopt? 

 

The IAM continue to promote the idea of placing restrictions on drivers for a period after they have 

past their test but it might just be better to ensure the things for which restrictions are talked 

about such as no night driving and no passengers in cars might not be necessary if such activity was 

part of the learning to drive syllabus.  

Traffic Safety Roads 
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PAY BY THE MILE 
 

The National Travel Survey is now showing that drivers are covering 20% fewer miles than they did 

twenty years ago and the possibility of this trend accelerating post-Covid along with government 

policies encouraging other modes of travel particularly on shorter journeys the RAC has launched an 

attractive flexible monthly subscription-based car insurance product aimed at saving money for 

people who drive under 6,000 miles a year. 
 

Pay by Mile from RAC Car Insurance meets the 

changing needs of drivers by charging 

motorists a small agreed per-mile cost only 

for the miles they actually drive – the Mileage 

Premium – in addition to a set monthly fee to 

cover their vehicle while it’s parked – the 

Parked Premium. So, for those who drive 

relatively few miles, there may be significant 

savings to be had. 

After paying an initial one-off £50 activation 

fee, the premium is made up of two parts: 

the Parked Premium – this is a set charge paid 

at the beginning of each month to insure the 

vehicle whilst it’s not being used, and the 

Mileage Premium – a small per-mile charge 

for insuring the car while it’s being driven, 

which is paid at the end of each month. 

 

Customers simply stick a small RAC ‘drive tag’ to their windscreen which 

detects when their car is in use and transmits the distance travelled to the 

Pay by Mile smartphone app – no other driving-related data is collected. Then, 

at the end of each month, the customer pays for the miles they’ve driven, and 

nothing more. 
 

With the possible future involving the introduction of road tolls and other insurers picking up on 

such a scheme, is this the beginning of a combined way forward in terms of how we pay our road 

tax and insurance.  

 

REACTIONS OF THE PUBLIC 

 

The reaction from an AA Populus Poll of just short of 19,000 to the following questions:  
 

Rear daytime lights 

What is your view on whether it should be a legal requirement for new vehicles to have Daytime 

Running Lights (DRLs) at the rear as well as the front of the vehicle?  

 
71% were in agreement that this should be a legal prerequisite while 15% didn’t believe it was 

necessary and another 15% were on the fence. 

 

Drink-driving prevention 

What measures would you support to tackle drink-driving on UK roads. The top three chosen were: 

 

 Introduce a zero-tolerance policy across the UK (49%) 

 Introduce random testing by the police (46%) 

 Reduce the limit in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland to match Scotland (45%) 

 
Smart motorways 

From a list of safety measures which should be implemented the fastest. The top answers were: 

 
 Retrofitting more emergency zones so that the maximum distance between them is 0.75 miles (47%) 

 Retrofitting a stopped vehicle detection system to help identify vehicles stopped in a live lane (36%) 

 Issue a £100 fine and 3 points for drivers who drive in a lane with a red ‘X’ showing (31%) 

 A public safety and awareness campaign (28%) 

Traffic Safety Roads 
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REDUCING CASUALTIES BY STOPPING CRASHES 

 (Events Promoted by the Graham Feest Consultancy) 

 

Following the recent announcements with regard to the easing of restrictions as 

and when the data provides for the reality out of lockdown the Graham Feest 

Consultancy is now please to provide the revised date for the conference in Stirling 

as Monday 4th October 2021.  

Details will be available very shortly and posted at https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-

events/upcoming-events/   Delegates with booking on hold will be contacted shortly. 

Confirmation is also given for the scheduled event in Hull on Monday 27th 

September 2021. 

Hopefully it will be possible to confirm revised dates for Durham and Nottingham shortly. 

A more detailed set of dates for 2022 is currently being planned and will be published soon.  

 

 

YOUNG AND NOVICE DRIVERS 

 

It seems that we are constantly producing reviews and reports about young drivers but I am not 

sure that any of them come up with anything which is really new but the 

Transport Select Committee has now published its findings from the 4th 

inquiry into the subject and contains in its conclusion some 15 points for 

action and further consideration. 

 

The report is also a very good overview of the current position and 

thinking 

  

A great deal of this work is however now awaiting the finding from the 

2020 project which is working to see how we can support learners and 

newly qualified drivers in their early time on the road. Due to Covid 

however some of this work has been delayed but we await the findings 

with interest. 

 

You can read a copy of the Transport Committees report initially at  
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ after which it can be located at: 
https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 

 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 

The answer to the odd one out on the March Edition of Traffic safety Roads was that within the 

pictures of road cones there was a lurking Ice cream cone 

 

The front cover this month shows six bridges. Can you locate them and which is the odd one out 

and why? 
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ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS – AN URGENT REQUIREMENT 

 

PACTS are calling on the UK Government to introduce alcohol interlocks ("alcolocks") for drivers 

convicted of drink driving in order to reduce the high level of reoffending and cut the number of 

deaths and injuries that result.  

 

Alcohol interlocks require the driver to blow into a breath-testing instrument connected to the 

vehicle ignition system before the vehicle will start. If the device detects alcohol over the limit, 

the vehicle will not start, preventing drink driving.  

 

In a new report published by PACTS entitled “Locking 

out the drink driver” it concludes that one in six drink 

driving offences is committed by a reoffender and the 

current reliance on media campaigns, penalties, 

driving bans and police enforcement is not enough to 

deter reoffending or bring down the number of deaths 

from drink  

 

The report looked at the use of alcohol interlocks 

around the world and finds that they are significantly 

more effective than licence disqualification at 

reducing reoffending and if combined with 

rehabilitation courses the benefits can last long after 

the device is removed. The report recommends that 

the courts are given powers to offer or mandate 

alcohol interlocks for drink drivers and as an incentive 

the courts might reduce the period of licence 

disqualification for those offenders who agree to a 

device being fitted. Offenders would be responsible 

for the costs of the interlock programme – typically 

around £1,000 a year,  

 

The Facts: 

 

Drink driving is one of the biggest causes of 

road deaths (13%); 
 

In the last decade 240 people have been 

killed each year where a driver was over the 

limit; a     further 1,400 (approximately) are 

seriously injured; 
 

Nearly one in six (17%) drink drive offences is 

committed by a reoffender; 
 

Since 2010, 107,913 drink drive offences were 

committed by someone with a previous 

drink/drug driving offence on their record; 
 

Eight people were convicted of causing death 

by careless driving when unfit through 

drink/with alcohol level above the limit with 

a previous drink/drug offence on their 

record; 

Studies have found that alcohol interlocks 

reduce reoffending by around 60-75%. 

 

A copy of the report can be initially found at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/   after which is can be located at: 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/reports-and-research-documents/ 
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